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TM 3rd DIVISION AT CIMTEAU THTEMtY 

Ju ly  1918 

The t h r e a t  of d i s a r t e r  on the Western Front p?080f&rd by the 

grwt Gerun o f f ens lve r  i n  t h e  spr ing of 1918 P m C i p i t a t d  Amerlun 

forces, thm t r a i n i n g  i n  France, i n t o  b a t t l e  soma months before  t h r y  -re 

considoral reedy. 

and the 4th and 26th Diviaione, pu t  i n  t h e  l lna  ea r ly  i n  July, dld not 

w e t  any of these o f f ens ive s  head on. 

a t  the krne, hod t h a t  experience. 

Divls ion wt t h e  German o f f ens ive  of  15 f u l y  1918. 

The 1st and 2nd Divialons,  cormitted i n  April and JUM, 

Only t h e  3rd and 42nd Divlrions, 

The presen t  study rbcords how t h e  3rd 

The tendency o f  higher headquerters during World War I t o  erpect 

more of Regular A m y  d iv i s i ons  than of guard o r  d r a f t  d iv i s i ons  doe. not  

s e a  to have &en j u s t i f i e d  i n  t h e  1x80 of t h e  3rd Division. 

A m y  -1-t was not much greater than i n  National Guard or National 

A m y  divisions i n  t h e  AEF. 

f t s  Regular 

I t  u s  lidtcd tc t h e  division and brigad.  head- 

quartus staffs and to one Regular Amy officor i n  each m a n y .  1 

And wit. i t 8  Regular Axmy s t a tu s ,  the d iv i s i on  US probably less ready 

for colbrt than any other tht had or r lvcd  i n  France up to t h a t  tias. In  

.ddltion, it M both l u d o r s h i p  end d i s c i p l i n e  pmblens, graph ica l ly  

1 

Haj  Fredoric V. Wmenwdy, I X v  hist (kndern&h-an-dar-Rhina, 1 Feb 
1919), p. 1. T h i s  397-page w r h  by un i t  historians w r l l  be cited 
hereafter a8 Hirtoxy. 

!j$storv of  t h e  u!L!!krWorldFa, -wild bv 
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advance above t h e  Marne. 

"On May 30th  we stepped i n t o  his tory"  

kj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman's 3rd Divis ion a s  organized a t  Camp 

Green, Char lo t t e ,  N. C., on 27 November 1917, comprised t h e  4 t h  and 7 t h  

In fan t ry ,  5 t h  Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Fred W. Sladen; t h e  30th  and 38th  

In fan t ry ,  6 t h  Brigade, under Brig. GeneCharles Crawford; t h e  lOth,  76 th )  

and 18th  FA, 3rd FA Brigade, under Col. William M. Cruikshank; and t h e  usua l  

machine gun, engineer,  m e d i c a l ,  and signal components and supply t r a i n s .  

The d i v i s i o n  landed i n  France i n  Apri l  1918 and a f t e r  l i t t l e  more 

than a month of r e t r a i n i n g  it bypassed its scheduled t o u r  of duty  in t h e  

t r enches  and "stepped i n t o  history."  * 
. (kr 27 &y t h e  *nu n Hiah ComaM launched its four th  o f fens ive  t h a t  

spr ing,  spearheaded by t h e  a v e n t h  Army d r i v i n g  f r o m  t h e  Chemin d e s  Dames. 

Four days l a t e r  t h o  point o f  t h e  a t t a c k  came t o  a h a l t  a t  t h e  Marne a f t e r  

a p e n e t r a t i o n  of n e a r l y  f o r t y  miles ( b p  NO. 1). 

f a r t h e r  and f a s t e r  than t h e  German cumnand had thought poss ib le ,  and t h e  

advance could n o t  be resumed u n t i l  supplies and heavy a S t i l l e r y  Came UP. 

Seventh Amy had gone 

On 30 Jky. a s  t h e  Germans continued t o  advance, Pershing put h i s  

2nd and 3 rd  Divis ions ,  t h e  lat ter  then  t r a i n i n g  a t  Chateau V i l l a i n ,  a 

hundred miles sou theas t  of Chateau Thierry ,  a t  t h e  d i sposa l  of General 

4 
History,  p. 2. 
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d'bperay, conmanding the French Group of Armier of the North. 

ordered t o  the XXI and XXXVIII French Coxpci areas of Dxhesne's (shortly 

t o  be Degoutte's) Sixth French A m ,  in the Qlateau lhiarry region. 

l h e y  were 

On the afternoon of the 'joth, the motorized 7th ktadrino Cirn Battalion 

of 3rd Division set out for  Chateau lhierry, going into p o a f t h  the next 

afternoon along the river front i n  the town as the Germans entered its 

noxthern limits.' me two infantry brigades entrained the n i & t  of 30 ~ h y  

and were almost a week arr iving a t  tha fmnt.6 WMile, on 2 June, as  

the French contirued t o  f a l l  back west of Chateau Ihierry,  tha Gemns 

advanced au t ious ly ,  taking bse i a re s ,  forcy, the Bofs de Bslleau, and 

H i l l  204 before they caw t o  a hal t  i n  fkont of the rallying French and 

the 2nd Pslerican Division. 

had al ready rtopped, urnble t o  w s a  the Yrno w i t h a t  considerable 

ht frw ChatNu Thierry east, Seventh 

prepam tion. 7 

On arr iving in the hrna sector on 4 - 6 June, the 3rd Division 

infantry was dispersed by battalions amny the elements of the 10th 

- 
Order 1306, 3rd Sec, Hq QJ of Annie5 of tbrth, 30 kBy (3rd Div 

khj John R. Wenhall, 7uh K Bn, "Ihe Fis t  in the aoX 18, 32.7); 
Dyke , " 
4 Jun, e 7 7 d h  WG Bn had suffered 32 casualties (ycd Hiet of 3rd Div, 

ntrv Journal (Jan 19361, pp. 13 - 23. when relieved on 

p. 124, h d  Dtpt BOX 3430, f o l  1). 

6 
zu) 3, 3rd Div, 1450 h r ,  1 Jun (3rd Dlv Box 12, 32.1). 

See Ftpt of Prisonei  terrogationa by Fr iD, 5th B i g  Hq, 3 Jun 
7 

(a Div BOX 30, 22.3). K. 
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8:Jlonial and 20 th  French Dlvialons sparnlng the r i v o r  f ron t  from C h t o r u  

Ttderry t o  Dorbuns. 

A'arne bridges, '.he FrencS continuod t o  shl;t t h e  ba t ta l iona  about 

nervovsly e l l  t h e  noxt woek. 

6c.a' '  a s  plr toonr,  we 

70 :over gaps i n  thf i ir  l i n e s  and strsngthon .he 

A t  one time t h e  un l t a  of tho  divlalon,  OUMO 

sprsdd cut  aCtG:; tho  f ron t  from b F o r t e  

sour-Jourrro t o  Cwr th iazy  ( h p  No. 21.' 

Onco i n  t h e  l lno ,  a i d  t h e  6 t h  Brigade c o ~ ~ u n d o r ,  "we wora not 

a.~loucly molooted by t h o  enemy f o r  air weeka, oxcopt by a r a id  or two 

and by desul tory a r t l l l o r y  fir.. Tho & m a n  dr ivo  from tho north had 

rt+ a . r q ~ f . *  9 

Tho Division l r  Rrrowab1.d 

Tho 3rd Dlviolon orrivod r t  the front without 4 goo orgrn i r r t ion ,  

although thr tm h d  nc*ived 00118 gma t n l n l n g  early I n  Y y  &on Uj. 

Woodruff M. Jc*.n011 of t h o  Enginoero was appolntwd Dlviaion Q.8 Offieor.10 

' History, pp. 3 - 41 YIIIIO, Q - 3 t o  CofS 3rd Div, 4 JUn, wb8 O p t a t i o n s  
changer h l t h  Dazs i n  3rd DLv Ban 2% 33.1); Con Oprd.r o f  Qns 3161, 3rd 
Soc, 6th  Fr MY, 10 .Tun (3rd Div I)ox 1% 32.7). 

lo For tho unmtlofac tory  efforts r t  go4 trrlnlng In t he  Sto tor ,  roo Roproor 
Reports, Jan 1918, i n  3rd Dlv Box 26, 56.2. 
and 16 b y  l nd lca te  tht 
College nyr\u.l, 

7th  Inf hand receIpo &t.d 14 
cmpmlrs woro Issued cOpios of the  ArUty Wer 
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troops a t  t h e  Rrne can only be guessed. ?he most important of these  memos, 
I 
I prepared on 8 June for a l l  u n i t s ,  ordered the  French M-2 mask turned i n  s ince 
I 

t h e  Br i t i sh  small box r e s p i r a t o r  (SBR) was t o  be t h e  only authorized mask 

i n  t h e  AEF. The same memo defined t h e  zones i n  t h e  s e c t o r  where t h e  mask 

was t o  be worn a t  t h e  ready and a l e r t  pos i t ions ,  warned t h a t  toxic e f f e c t s  

c f  gas might be felt for several kilmeters beyond t h e  point of impact, 4nd 

rrat. t:? Germans had been k n o w  t o  f i r e  m s t a r d  gas on a reas  a s  d i s t a n t  a s  

13 t o  15 kilometers back of t h e  front .  1\11 b i l l e t s  within 7 kilometers of 

t h e  f ron t  l i n e  and a l l  ba t t e ry  pos i t ions  were t o  have a supply of chloride 

of lime f o r  decontamil'iation of t h e  ground and bicarbonate O f  soda f o r  

decontamination of t h e  eyes and skinal2  

Frominent in t h e  memo was an injunction made f m i l i a r  by its a w a r -  

ance i n  one fern or another  i n  t h e  orders  o f  other divisions:  

11 

personnel seeras t o  have been designated M) t h e  spot. 
i n  accorrfance w i t h  bEf # 79, RGos, BGOB, end gas Hcos who wete "not 
AEF trained" were replaced or sent  to  school (Memo 125, 3rd Div ,  23 AOg, 

G - 3 Order 25, 3rd  Div, 19 3un (3rd D i V  Box 14, 32.13)- &S 
Two months later, 

3rd Div BOX 1, 10.2). 

12 

10.2), wes issued t o  Main that chloride of lime y8s f o r  neut ra l iz ing  
mustard gas s h e l l  holes and not for  F e r a l  d i s in fec t ing  perrposer. 

As happened elsewhere, #em0 103, 3rd Div, 7 Jul (3rd Div Box 1, 
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me at tent ion of a l l  ranks i 5  directed to the ever increasing inportance 
of Gas Warfare....There shw.d be no joking about gas. 
contract the habi t  of yelling "cds,' a s  a joke, even when they a r e  away, 
from the fmnt, 

A n d  inevitably, a se r ies  of orders appeared saying that Contrary tQ 

directives,  off icers  and mn were wing  about i n  the headquarters area, 

i n  the  b i l l e t ing  a r w s ,  and even a t  the front without thoir masks, and i n  

somb a s e s  nithart either masks or helmets. 

Men should not 

and shcuid ba sunararily disciplined f o r  this offense. 

14 

A week a f t e r  corning into the se-tor, 3rd Division S t i l l  hod no ce- 

t a i n  identification of the onmy un i t s  on its front. 

corpa, p s t r o h  crosaed the river repeatedly u n t i l  ono returned with 

prisoners, ldmtifying the un i t s  ot? the  )W- occupying 

tho three-kiloaater sector between c h e t ~ ~ .  Thierry and Gland. The enemy 

forces were found holdir% a series of iifls p i t s  along the do. of tho 

&is de 8srbillon. ~ 9 t h  l i g h t  mcbine mnb between tho p i t s  and hwvy 

machim cpns on the flanks. 

Upon proaptinp by 

15 

In addition t o  tho -gal dhpersioii  of the 3rd Divldon along thr 

IQrno, on 13 June a )a t ta l ion of the 30th Infantry, f o l l W  by One of thr 

4th Infantry, *.o cent to the toiiporary rol ief  of French uni ts  trying t o  

53 
hm 96, 3rd Div, B Jun, h s .  (3rd friv Box 2, 10.1). 

km,  0 CofS, 9 Jun (3rd Div Bax 1, 10.2 and Box 3, 10.9)) 
14 

Order 6, 16 Jun ( B o x  14, 32.13); 
0 -  1 

G - 3 Order 83, 4 Ju l  (eOx 13, 32.13); 
USW, G - 1 to 03 6th m, 10 Jul (Boa 2, 10.2). 

15 
S O 1  12 and 15, 13 - 14 and 16 - 17 Jun (3sd Dtv Box 7 ,  20.1). 
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recapture H i l l  204. 

d i rmtched  by S ix th  Amy t o  rolieve t h o  badly mau1.d Marin,)s i n  t h e  Bollmu 

WoobBourerchoa aoctor. Fklleau Wood, l i ke  H i l l  204, provrd t o  be " o n ~  

huge m c h l n t g u n  neat," and a f t o r  lorr than a mok t h e  regimmtal  u n i t r  

gratefully yieldod t h d r  liner, almost i n t a c t ,  t o  tho  re turn ing  f o r c ~ r . ~ ~  

Threo day8 l a t e r  t h e  whole of the  7 th  Infantry was 

,% 

/ .  
/ -  -.. 

- 

w i t h  i ts u n i t r  r o l u a e d  by Six th  Army and by tho  1 0 t h  Colonir l  and 

20th French D i~ i s ion r~~  a8 the f ron t  kcame r tablo,  3rd Dlvirlon a t  t h e  end 

06 June was f o r  t h o  first  time unltod. As t h e  two French d lv l r iona  rh i f t ed  

t? t h e  l e f t  and r i g h t ,  t h e  a h r  7 th ,  30th. and 38th Infantry,  i n  c o h n n r  

c -  c l i t a l l o n s ,  moved i n  on a n i m - k i l m o t e r  f r o n t  along tho r ivo r ,  f r m  

the  mast d g o  of Chstoeu Thiorry t o  within a kilmetor of Varonnor (YP 

NO. 3 and her lay) ."  

IX tho night of 3 - 4 J u l y  the  f i r s t  elomente of t h e  3rd FA Erlgedo 

came i n t o  the  roctor, Joining t h o  Fronch batterlo8 of 75 '8 ,  lW's,  and 155'8 

16 

l oa t  13 k i l l o d r  34 vroundod, 3 s i a s i n p  a t  H i l l  204; t h e  7 th  Inf l o r t  31 
k i l l e d ,  265 rraund.d, 34 m i s a i n g a t  B e 1 l r u  Wood. Car casua l t i e s  wore not 
distinguished. Sor Hlrtory, pp. 81, 91, 135 - 3 6 r  Joseph T. Dickwn, 
&&&&& (N.w York, 19271, pp. 56, 2721 Col C. H. Lama, Field Notes, 
"Action of 2nd En, 30th Inf 6 - 7 June, on H i l l  W," 5 r$pr 1919 (3rd Dlv 
B o w  40, 18.2). Rpts of the a c t i o n  a t  Bollasu Wood, descrlbej a s  wholly 
"attended by chaos," are in 3rd Dlv Box 39, 33.6. 

17 

which Mere t h e  u n i t s  adjoining 3rd Div during J u l y .  

18 

No asunltior havo boon found f o r  tho 30th Infr t h e  4 th  Inf ba t t a l ion  

i. 

These were soon t o  be replaced by the  3 9 t h  and 12'5th French D l v s ,  

I.0 6, 3rd D i v ,  2359, 18 Juni R 7, 1800, L h l .  

- 10 - 
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already there. 

ba t tery  of 155's never made i t ;  it was smashed on t h o  r a d  during t h e  

bombardment t h a t  night.19 

Ten days l a t e r  tho  d iv is ional  155'8 arrived. The l a s t  

The s t r a tog ic  foature of t h e  sector  occuplrd by 3rd Divlslofl wtS 

the Surmelin vr l loy ,  a natural  gateway t o  t h e  south. 

of Surmolin brook with tho  Marno, t h e  enemy i n  the  Bols do Batbillon rnd 

Fw6t  do Rir had an u n h m i r e d  viow ton  kilometers t o  the 00~1th.  

t h e  Surmelin val ley,  fran t h e  onmy'r point of viow, woro t h o  hoiphtr Of 

t h e  le Rocq p l a t r u ,  crowned by t h e  Bois d'AigroaOnt. 

t o  an advanco down tha t  val ley t o  tho  plateau ma t ho  Yrno, Snly about 50 

yardr wid0 on t h i s  f ront  but quit. doop and thoref&. hozardour for  horvlly 

equipped troope t ry ing  t o  crora 1t.m 

Prom a W 0  t h o  junction 

LWiMting 

Tho i m o d l r t e  obetmcle 

"Preparing by every mnner of m n e "  

For a l l  h i s  oboervation t o  t h o  f ron t ,  t h e  .ncnny rrcruined a l h g u h r l y  

UMggrOr6ivlr in t ho  m.k@ k f o r o  tho  a t tack .  NO O M  d0ubt.d tht I n.* 

offenrive m~ k l n p  PNplrod o r  tho  goneral a r m  who?. it w u l d  f a l l .  

Throughout tho period 3rd Diviaion D - 2 raporto mr(l f i l h d  with tho  e ight r  

and rounds of a t t eck  preparations, t h e  mwment of wagonr, caieeonr, and man, 

the unloading of hollow cylindors and t h e  metal l ic  poundlng am of pontoono 

19 
L t r  rpt, CG 3rd FA Brig t o  CG 3rd Div, 18 Dec, rubc Cphr Rpt, 

14 J U l  - 1 AU$ (3?d D i V  fW% 22, 33.6). 

20 
Diekman, -, pp. b2 - 63. 
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and br idge  p a r t s  being put t oge the r  i n  t h e  woods beyond t h e  Marne. 

s co re s  of enemy p lanes  c rossed  and rec rossed  t h e  f r o n t ,  wi th  a s  m n y  as  

108 planes  counted one day.21 

Dai ly ,  

Again and aga in  Divis ion G - 3 repor ted  on t h e  "exceeding iMCt iVi ty"  

o f  t h e  enemy a r t i l l e r y .  

13 J u l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  snerny f i r e d  less t h a n  12,300 shells, an average of 

200 - 300 s h e l l s  a day, f a l l i n g  o f f  j u s t  be fore  t h e  o f f ens ive  t o  less than 

109 s h e l l s  a day. 

wounded repor ted  by G - 3 i n  t h i s  pe r iod  r e s u l t e d  from enemy s h e l l  and shrapnel. 

The rest f e l l  t o  s n i p e r s  o r  were l o s t  on p a t r o l s  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  

of these 113 c a s u a l t i e s  a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  occurring a t  H i l l  

204; almost 400 o t h e r s  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h e  Chateau Th i e r ry  and Bois d e  

Belleau ope ra t i ons  i n  June are unaccounted f o r  i n  3rd Divie ion  ca sua l t y  

records.22 

G - 2 r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  40 days between 4 June  and 

Probably less than two-thirds of t h e  26 k i l l e d  and 87 

Only 7 

In t h a t  month and n half fewer t han  130 gas  s h e l l s  were counted i n  

t he  s e c t o r ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  f ou r  gas c a s u a l t i e s .  

20 gas  shells f a l l  on any one day, l ead ing  ci - 2 t o  observe e a r l y  i n  Ju ly :  

In no i n s t ance  d i d  more than  

SO1 25,  3rd Div, 26 - 27 Jun. G - 2 i s sued  two sets of SOIs, a n  un- 
numbered set from 4 - 20 Jun i n  3rd Div Box 9, 20.9, and a numbered set, 
SO1 9 - 41, 10 Jun - 13 J u l ,  in 3rd Div Box 7, 20.1. Thi r teen  rwporte are 
miss ing i n  t h e  second se t  and nb r p t s  have been found f o r  t h e  period 14 J u l  - 
12 Aug, when t h e  3rd Div l a f t  t h e  sec tor .  

22 

D i v  Sox 20, 33.1) .  
Eleven r e p o r t s  a r e  miss ing i n  t h e  DORs batween 3 J u n  and 14 J u l  (3rd 

Cro f lna lys i s ,  I. 96. 
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I t  has been noted that the  enemy is u s i n g  agains t  t h i s  d iv i s ion  t a c t i c s  
similar t o  tha t  which he  has used agains t  [other] new American Divisions 
i n  respect t o  the  use of GAS. 
the f i r s t  three  weeks bu t  a few s t e l l s  8nd those of a harmless sneezing 
nature. This 1s done with the  ides of producing a feelinr,  a , - d h y  i n  
regard t o  G4S and t o  lull the t roops into a sense of f a l r e  

Hi; procedure has been t o  send over during 

"The l a s t  week i n  June and tho first  two weekr of J u l y  were Went 

in  preparing by every manner of means...to meet the  onslaught that... 

a l l  knew...was impending." z4 To asriist  3rd Division i n  its preparat lonr ,  

corps asked General Dickman t o  send s&e of h i s  Officer6 over t o  Iee and 

study t h e  trenches prepared by t h e  125th French on the  r igh t .  

Rqmrelf went, too, 

and :v*?d tha t  they 
beans, kidneys...and "z other  various chpes of figurer i n  d i f f e r e n t  color8 
representing a ver  elaborato a stem of trencher.  But  upon inquiry...mort 

very l i t t l e  ac tua l  work had been done.....When the  time came t o  make uae 
of these French trenches, they made p r e p r a t l o n s  f o r  svacuation ecnreral 
hours before t h e  bombardment came, and when t h e  Germans l e t  down t h e i r  
huge c o n y p r a t i o n ,  the  125th French Division promptly disappeared from 
t h e  map. 

D i c h n  

d a v r y  beau t i fu l  plan with a l l  so r t8  of lorenger,  

of these  t rencher  1 proved t o  k J , 18 t h e  Spanish say, gn Pr O u m r  8 n d . s .  

23 

show 24 9r6 c a r u r l t i e s  between 4 Jun - 14 Jul.  Cf. Telg, DGO t o  
CofGas Serv. 18 A n  (GAF - 3rd Div)i  
19 Jun, neb., and Ltrs, DGO t o  G - 3 3rd Div, 28 Jun and 6 J u l ,  sub: 
Weekly Report (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3), a l l  report ing l i t t l e  o r  no gas  

3, 3rd Div, 5 - 6 Jul .  Hoipi tal  l i r ts  (see Ana)ysi6, p. 8 9 )  

Muno, DGO for G - 3 3rd Div ,  

ac t iv i ty .  

24 

on defense preparat ions is i n  3rd Div Box 32, 33.6. 
History, p. 7 .  The f i l e  of French corps and army 

25 

D.C.. 21 Feb 1919 (3rd Dlv Box 3, 11.4). 
Per8 ltr, Dickman, Hq Ft Sam Houston t o  Col F. S .  

i n s t ruc t  ion8 

Bond, Washington, 
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No s i n g l e  map of t h e  de fens ive  system i n  t h e  3rd Division s e c t o r  has 

been found, and perhaps  none was made. 

prepared remained e lementary  since t h e  c o n s t a n t  s h i f t i n g  of u n i t s  and Of 

sector limits u n t i l  e a r l y  J u l y  l e f t  l i t t l e  time fo r  construction ( s e e  Map 

No. 3 and Overlay). Along t h e  r iver  bank a series of r f f l e  p i t s  and machine 

gun p o s i t i o n s  were manned by p la toons  and h l f - p l a t o o n s  ae  t h e  ou tpos t  line. 

The second l i n e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a more o r  less continuous l i n e  of r l f l e m e n  

a l o n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  embankment. The main l ine o f  resistance or aqueduct 

l i n e  followed the  s l o p e s  of t h e  f i r s t  h i l l s  s o u t h  of t h e  Marnc, roughly along 

t h e  Paris aqueduct t h a t  passed through t h e  s e c t o r ,  and was n o t  a l i n e  but  a 

series of s t r o n g  po in t s .  

of t h e  "econd r i d g e  below t h e  Marne ( t h e  l e  Rocq p l a t e a u ) ,  extendlng east 

through t h e  801s d'Aigremont i n t o  t h e  Surmelin v a l l e y .  

of t h i s  r i d g e  were organized by S i x t h  Amy, wi th  t h e  28th  N e r i c a n  Divi- 

s i o n  i n  t h e  r e a r  of 3 rd  Div i s ion  and t h e  73rd French. the counte ra t t ack  

d i v i s i o n ,  on the r i g h t  below S t .  Eugene, ready t o  a t t a c k  e i t h e r  toward Gland 

o r  ~ a s s y . 2 6  

The f o u r  lines Of defense  that were 

The support  or  woods l i n e  ran a l o n g  t h e  slopes 

The reverse slopes 

Thus echeloned i n  depth ,  a l l  u n i t s  were t o  hold t h e i r  ground when 

t h e  a t t a c k  came, beginning a t  t h e  most advanced l ine .  The loremost t roops ,  

corps  s a i d ,  were t o  f i g h t  "with t h e i r  f e e t  i n  t h e  nater, so t o  speak." 2' 

- 
26 

( F t  Leavenworth, Kanha;,, 1973). r) 
Box 19, 32.7). 

His to ry ,  p. 91 Col C. t?. Hmvlan.3, -0rv Of the W r  13 War 
GC 29, T3rJ F r  Div, 10 J u l  (3rd D i v  299; 

27 
L t r ,  CG . W h  rr Car,> t o  CC 3 r ~  D i v ,  11 J i ~ l .  n.5. f3rd Dlv  Eox 19, 

32.7) .  
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The f i e l d  order governing 3rd DiviaiOn a t  the  time of the a t t ack  

said that i n  case t h e  enemy used a r t i f i c i a l  fog or 9.0, a l l  groups and 

s e n t i n e l s  forward of the  woods l ine ( i -e . ,  the  support ” - 1  :iore t o  

“await i n  their present posi t ions the  advance of the  enemy.” If the  

woods were bombordad with gas, the  troopr wore t o  evacuate them a t  once, 

s ince  ”woods and valleys cons t i tu te  gas t rapr .”  They were t o  tako up 

defensive positlona on t h e  flanks, t o  block the  enemy advance and h i s  

e f f o r t r  a t  in f i l t r a t ion .  

no danger of the mmy advancing through “ p ~ s  poisoned areas.“ 28 

The troopa wore also reassured t h a t  the re  me 

A s l i g h t  asodlflcatlon of t h i s  gas defense p k n ,  made a t  t h e  I a e t  

minute, Mid t h a t  “In Case Of a gas at tack  combot groups [hdf -ph toon  

u n i t s ]  w i l l  w l t h d r a w  t o  t h e  Railroad L i n e  leaving thelr observation grOuP 

on t h e  rive? front. 

higher authortty.r..Tmops of the l b i l w d  Line w i l l  hold out t o  t ho  last. 

If t h e  line l a  piercod and countorattacka f a i l  the canbat 9 rwpa  w i l l  hold 

out lndlviduelly t o  break t h e  enany’s formatione.” 29 

No other  troopa w i l l  withdraw...until ordered*-.by 

The dlvlrlon -0 amply warned that t h e  a t t ack  wauld u n q u e s t i o ~ b l y  

k precdd by “a violmnt and ahort  p n p r r a t i o n . . d t h  heavy an3 w a l l  

organlrd uao of  gar 

S t a f f ,  phrrrad lt, “ t o  dlicomfort our troop.” during hla attempt t o  oM)is 

or aa Col. Robert H. C. Kelton, Ctrlef o f  

23 
0 - 3 Notes on Conforonce, S J u l  (3rd Dlv Box 14, 32.1S)i Amex 6, 

6 JUl,  t o  FD 7 ,  3rd Div, 2 JUI. 

29 

c 

Plan of h f m s e ,  Gland Sector, 7 th  Inf ,  12 J u l  (3rd Dlv Box 38, 
32.81. 
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t h e  r i v e r ,  t he  ecemy would l i k e l y  use gas or smoke o r  both i n  the  wooded 

a r e a s  along t h e  r i v e r  valley.30 

1.8 ea r ly  a s  12 June Major Somervell, t he  DivislOn Gar Officer ,  was 

ins t ruc ted  t o  submit  f o r  t h e  d iv is ion  order f o r  defense a d r a f t  Of pro- 

t e c t i v e  measures t o  be exercised in t he  event of a gar bombardment. 

ins t ruc t ions  appeared i n  a t h r e e p a g e  order on 15 June, covering t h e  necea- 

r i t y  of da l ly  gas mask d r i l l s  and inopectlons, t he  wearing of marks during 

a l l  bombardments, caut lons i n  unmasking, treatment of gar carudtles,  evacua- 

t i o n  procedures a f t e r  nnrstard gas a t t ack ,  preparation of QIS a t t ack  r e w r t e ,  

and a reminder that when a gar  bombardment was over t h o  troops wore t o  f i r e  

"short bursts.. .from machine guns and r lf les . . . to  prevent corrorion" by 

t h e  chemicals i n  t h e  a i r .  

The 

Although t h e  enemy might use gas projec tors  on t h i e  f ront ,  t h e  order 

said, h e  m s  now re ly ing  on gas sho l l  f o r  almost 60 percent of hir gss 

fire.  

past had resul ted  from premature removal of masks. 

percentage Of c a s u a l t i e s  caused by gas, " s t r i c t  gas d i sc ip l ine  and constant 

watchfulne6s by conrmanding o f f i c e r s  is neceisery. .. . S t r i c t  compliance w i t h  

The troops were reminded that 30 percent of gas casuel t iee  i n  t h e  

Becaure of t h e  high 

Mqmo, CofS 3rd Div f o r  Brig Comdrs, 1 J u l ,  and Memo 2476/1, 3 8 t h  Fr 

G - 3 Order 44, 3rd Div, 23 Jun (3rd Div Box 13, 32-13], reported on 
a study made by Thlrd Fr Army of Germn t a c t i c s  i n  t he  Montdidie*Noyon 
offensive of 9 Jun. 
19 Jun, 26 Jun, and 3 Jul contalned report6 on the  gas bomba&ente fo r  
e a r l i e r  German cffenslves. 
Div Box 7, 20.31, publlahed the  data i n  CWS 61 ,  3 J u l y .  

Corps, 7 J u l  (3rd Dlv Box 19, 32.7). 

CWS Weekly Sum of Inf ,  27 Mar, 4 kpr, 5 Jun,  12 J u n ,  

Bul of I n t e l  Info 2 ,  C-2 3rd Dlv, 6 J u l  (3rd 
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the  above [ ins t ruc t ionr]  is enjoined upon a l l  concerned and Cooarnding 

Off icers  w i l l  be held accountable f o r  t h e  number of gar casua l t i e r  0 :Cu~  

r ing  i n  their  command. ,I 31 

Although t h e  3rd Dlvirion h u e d  fn r t ruc t ions  enough, a degree O f  

lgtlorance, not t o  ray helplessness,  a s  t o  jus t  what t o  do about a QaB bombard- 

ment reems t o  have prevailed. 

explanation i n  t he  divieion history8 

The use of gar and smoke by t h e  German 1 had kon f o r r r e e n . . . b u t ~ ~ * m r  not 
yat s u f f i c i e n t l y  cwerod 1 by d i r e c t i v e s  9 80 t h a t  p r o p r  precautlon could be 
taken without l o r e  i n  personnel and grea t  confurion r e su l t ing  ther r f ros .  

The a t a t e  of indecir lon rema c l e a r  from a report of t h e  7 th  Infantry Rag1- 

mental c1r Officer  a mek boforo t h e  banbrrdnent, t h a t  d r i l y  QBO mark d r i l l  

was k i n g  hold i n  t h e  f r o n t  l lnaa ,  tht t h e  company i n  FOBSOY had gacproof 

cel lnra ,  and t h r  dugout under oonrtruct lon f o r  t h e  r eg i run ta l  colAlnd port 

mr t o  have ma cur ta inr .  IIut no o ther  s h e l t r r s  l n  t h e  aector  were gmc 

Proof or wore t o  k MdO gar-proof except for a h t t a l i o n  FC thrt  had 

requertod and boon isrued gar  blankrtr .  32 

This 1s implied i n  s rtstemont without fur ther  

Anticiprtion O f  t h o  banbrrdnent by t h e  t roops war not a l l i y e d  by the  

eerie@ o f  al l- night  alerts t h a t  h g o n  on 3 - 4 July. Thrre I& another on 

31 

10.2)i 
o f f i ce r6  i n s p o t l n g  f r o n t  l ine trench.8, 29 Jun (3rd Div Box 2, 10.211 
3rd En 7th  Inf BGO t o  a l l  companies, 3 J u l ,  sub: Reventive mesrurer against  
gar (3rd Div  Box 3, 10.9). 

32 
History, p. 91 

Muno 16, Arat ci - 3 3rd Div f o r  h a  Offlcer ,  12 Jun (3rd Dlv Box 2, 
Lbnro t o  G - 3 Ordu 11, 3rd Div, 15 Jun (3rd Div Box 13, 32.13)i 

Mmo, 

L t r ,  RGO t o  CO 7th  I n f ,  8 J u l ,  rubs Report (3rd 
Div BOX 20, 32.9). 

. 



. 

6 - 7 J u l y ,  and from 9 July on the  t roops were kept constant ly under alert  

conditions. 

gas-panic cases both during t h e  bombardment and afterwards. 

days during t h e  a t t a c k  t h e  7 th  Infantry was t o  imagine itself herd pressed 

The f e a r s  thus bui l t  up were t o  result  i n  l a rge  numbers of 

And f o r  two 

on a l l  s i d a b y  German troops, although none came within a kilometer of i t s  

positions. 

Only a f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k  d id  t h e  Division Gas Officer  learn  tha t  for some 

time past  word had been c i r cu la t ing  in t he  d iv is ion  t h a t  t h e  r e sp i ra to r  was 

o n l y  e f f e c t i v e  fo r  t e n  or twelve houre and was useless  a f t e r  that. 

he ordered t h i s  impression corrected& t h e  mark rrgs f u l l y  e f fec t ive  " for a 

minimum of 40 hours &! 98p." 

l a r l y  been d isc ip l ined  by being required t o  wear t h e  reapfra tor  during 

s e t t i n p u p  exercises. 

purposee," he  asked that t h i s  be stopped a t  once.33 

TOO l a t e ,  

He a l s o  learned too  l a t e  that men had regu- 

Since " the  mask is not i rsued f o r  d i6c ip l inary  

A ges defense e f f o r t  I n  another d i r ec t ion  seems to  have proved more 

rewarding. For several  ueeks t h e  Division G.s Offlcer  and Chief of S taf f  

sought permission t o  put gas, o r  a t  least in t e rd ic t ion  f i r e ,  on t h e  enemy 

t r a f f i c  observed around Mont St. Pere and Charteves, as  well as on suspected 

concentrations of mlnenwerfers and a r t i l l e r y  building up i n  t ron t  of those 

towns and in t he  woods above them. 

refused permlsslon, saying the re  was t o  be no f i re  along the  hsrne u n t i l  

But corps, t o  save its a m n i t i o n ,  
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the  ac tual  time of t h e  attack.34 

Corps apparentlp relented,  becrvre from 8 h l y  on tho  d lv l r ion  

a r t i l l m y  ’begdn t o  be vely  ac t ive ,  rhe l l ing  tho  onwy wl+ 

The records of t h i r  tfrC nro both fragnontory and contrndictory, but indi- 

cat. t h e t  t h C  fr@ch m d  Amdrlcnn bnttcrlor of 3rd D l v i W n  MY hivo f i rod  

1,338 unlp6cif lrd g#r Lhdfli  dh tho  nlght of 8 - 9 July, rnotfim 7,oEx) t ho  

nrxt n ight ,  Ind h4rwrring burs t s  of m r t a r d  g8a on thC nights  Of 11 and 12 

niglitly.” 

July. 

Thon on tho  ni#M of 13 J u l y ,  1,4c8 g*r $hrllr wre mid t o  hrvr 

Leen tirod into th# Boir do Borbillon, weat of yont St. Prroj rnd f o r  tho  

nfac night ordo?* ware prepared f o r  8 3,Joo-round drotrUct1vo firr O n  tho  

rccvmul t lon  of mtrrial i n  tha Jh~nt st. Poro-Chartovra &I*&, during 

which “no oproial #20 rho11 ui11 be uied.* 33 Th& l n f o r o ~ c o  i d  tht r l l  

the  prwlour f i r 0  b d  boon with tho  w French yperi to (maturd  8.0) rhrllr 

introduced i n  thL f fo ld  d u r t  t h e  month beforo, a f u l l  yr8r o f t r r  tho  oclmwnr 

i 



began using their yellow c r o r r  (murtard ga r )  rha l l .  36 

Vapora from the  mustard gar  f i r e d  on t h e  night o f  12  J u l y  were 

reported t o  have ” d r i f t e d  acrors t h e  r i v e r  i n  rpot r ,  nace r r i t a t ing  wax- 

ing of r e sp i ra to r s  i n  t h e  7 t h  and 30th Infantry a t  low points along tho  

river bank.” The next night  t h e  troop8 wefa w m o d  t h a t  t h o  a r t i l l e r y  

would again f i r e  gar  “on both ridar of Gland and on t h e  north k n k  of t h o  

Lbrna,” and they wre t o  be a le r t  f o r  any chrnpe i n  wlnd d i r ~ o t i o n . ~ ’  

O e m n  records ware l a t e r  to  r e v r l  that t h i r  f in,  and par t icular ly  

t h e  ype r i t r  and HE f i r .  put donn by t h e  French and Amodcan h t t e r l a r  on 

t he  night before t h e  a t t ack ,  resul ted  i n  1r repr ;b la  darmge t o  t h e  operation. 

German Plans f o r  t h e  Offensive of 15 July 

Whlle’3rd Divirion improviaod rec to r  defenrr r  and t h e  Fronch Iltmier, 

with t h e  leraons of the earlier G o w n  offenr iver  boforr than, hoped t o  

36 

tribution...to t h e  h i r t o r y  of t h e  k rne  Divirion,n datod 1 h r  19S8, i n  
which he Mid  thst on 8,  9 and 13 July a t o t a l  of 32,000 Rbm. and 1,oOO 
105-nm. yparite r h e l l r  wero f i r e d  by tho a r t y  of the corps into the wood8 
and raviner north of t h e  k m e  (“The American 3rd Div i n  t h e  Second Battle 
of t h e  Mame,” p. 5, French F i l e r  Box 107, 30.4). Xi8 accampnying 
of the yperlted a reas  h r  n8t been found. C f .  Note do Service 1814 PP 3, 
Sixth Pr  Amy, 7 Sul (French F i l e s  Box 54, 30.1). 

37 

Mustard Gas (3rd Div Box 28, 63.311 
2020, 13 J u l  (3rd Dlv Box 30, 32.16). 

Thi r  i a  confinnod by 0.n. Monderir, CG 38th Fr  Corps, in  h ie  “c- 

Ltr, DOO t o  G - 3 3rd Dlv, 13 Jul .  sub1 Rpt of Gar BWabrrBnent w i t h  
Msg, FC 5 t h  Brig t o  CO Eth MG En, 
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contain the now a t t ack  ond even aount a counteroffonoivo of t h o l r  OM), t h e  

g p m n  Hioh Cca8baa Yet in motior, 0 grrhdiooo sch*a@ t N t  k l a  iht@nd&l t o  

annihi la te  t h e  F-hch and then thd  Britioh on t h e  W6otem b. -.: tad Od bnd 

t h o  war. 

In tho  originrl plan, t h e  a t t ack  on o i the r  s ido of Roimo by 
\ 

on 15 July wo t o  b. followod f i v e  doyo l o to r  by an off.& 

rive tomrdo Amimo launch& by u a t g v p  Crown -t to -ah 

tho Br i t i sh  along tho  Soaolo (8.0 Map No. l).38 Both mro t o  k d ~ c i ~ i v o  

op; -?ltiono, b o t h  F r i ~ # h o t ( l n r *  or  "puco  offenrivo&" that would ond th* mr 

o 3e,=mnn tonnit. 

cul . ie4  i n  mounting & double offensive and intelligence tbt t h @  ROnCh might 

thomeolv~r be proporing an at tack ,  rorltbd in deferr ing  tho  miins OffsnrlVr 

t o  later &tor39 Tho 15 July a t h e r  mlirt f i r s t  W~ccercl~ 

But as  t h r  tlmo approached for t h e  Reimo ottock,  d l f f i -  

For tho  o t tack  thm Olarrns ooo*lbl& 47 divlsiono i n  t h o  a m h ,  

approximtely 650,m awl, on on 85-miio f ron t  fm a t r u  rhierry t o  tho 
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Argonne Forest. Oppaslto were almost 1,000,000 French and Americans. 

The object  of the  offensive by t h e  Seventh, m, and J h i r d  Amiea 

was t o  cut off and ann lh l l a t e  t h e  huge body of French forces concentrated 

on t h e  Relms plateau. 

2- would crosa t h e  Marne. 

wera then t o  push forward on both banks of the  &me,  connoctlng w i t h  the 

advenclng r t  EP.rrUy. -J w u l d  thon t u r n  towards 

Paris ,  whilo E&& and advanced toward8 Chdone. Swinging 

eas t  from Chalons and down t h e  west bank of t h e  Aisne t o  St. Mihiel ,  there  

armies would equeeze out Verdun, a s  they had Relmr, and Franc. would sue 

for peace.40 

While i ts  r i g h t  wing hold absolutely,  t h e  center Of 

The center  and l e f t  wing Of t h a t  &Y 
+ 

To secure i ts  a t h c k  on EperMy, had t o  reire and hold 

t h e  t e r r a i n  *eat of Sunnelln brook. Tnu a s s a u l t  d lv i s ionr  Of h n  

were t o  cross  a t  Chrteves and on both s l d s s  of Jaulgome,  t rk lng  t h e  l i n e  

Gland-St. Eugene-Celles, in order t o  pro tec t  t h e  r igh t  flank of the  a t t ack  

(Uapa Mo. 3 and 4). 

and t h e  h Chapelle va l ley ,  commanding the va l l ey  of t h e  W;uwlin, a6 the  

remaining corps of 

Corps Wichura was t o  seize t h e  h i l l s  nor th  of S t .  A g u n  

swept down and convorqed on E p e r ~ y . ~ ~  

40 
Army Orders l a  2603, , 21 Jun ( 11911 Army Orders 

Ia &44, -y, 25 Jun w. 154 - S??' The ' Chalons-Verdun opn 
is not i n  G3msn records but I n  L t  Col Cuf fwr ' s  "T:e Batt le  o f  France I n  
1918," p&, p. 440. 

41 
Rpt la 773, Hq CeYenth :!prim to-, 17 Jun &@, r'p. 35 - 3 6 ' .  
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t h e  troops i n  the  27 May a t t ack  had advanced 18 kilomoterr tho  f l r r t  day, 

and t h e  t e r r a l n  t o  t h e  f ront  t h i s  time was decidedly more favorable, it 

was probable t h a t  F _ L r e t y  would reach the  Marne tho  firrt day - 6 P o n e  

t r a t i o n  of 73 

advance 8 t o  10 kilometers below t h e  Harne on t h e  f i r s t  day. 

t h e  a t tack ,  a s  order a f t e r  ordor cautioned, dapended upon tbo mdntOMnG0 

of absolute recrecy of preparat ions and a m a x h n n  of rurprire.  

Seventh Army, with the  Marne t o  cross,  hoped t o  

The S U C C ~ O I  Of 

The volume of gas and HE t o  be f i r &  by each of tho threo  armier i n  

t h e  artlllory preparation fo r  t h e  offanalve appears t o  have been approximatoIy 

t h e  snme, ht t h e  pa t t a rn  of f l r a  i n  a i d  dif fered  from- 

bacauae of the krne  crosrlng. On - f ron t  tho  rear and d i r t r n t  

arms would b8 gassed f o r  a longer period than t h e  irmudiate f ron t*  t o  

neu t ra l l ae  t h e  artillery and hold down raserver whlle tho  troop0 O r O O O d  

tho  hm, and reformed on t h e  routh side. 

k r g o  quantities of blua cross gar (d lpheny1chlomrr ine)  e h e l l  were 

t o  be includad i n  the  lnteneo ten-minute surprlro fin that began the  

baahrdment. Depandinp on t h o  wether, t h i r  me t o  be follows$ by 

hour of blue and greon croar (phosgene) rholl ing or HE ohellings The 

close range h t t e r l e s  wra then t o  concentreto blue and groan cmrn or 

blue cross end HE on a r t i l l e r y  pos l t lonr  f o r  f i f t e e n  dMt*@D and f o r  

second fifteen-minute period concentreto blue and g r w n  or001 or W r l o n r  

42 
Rpt la 2501, Hq t o  m p ,  16 Jun (&& Po 25). 
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on infant ry  posi t ionr.  

and mortars of Sevmnt h Army woro t o  concontrate HE on near  t a rgo t r  m d  bluo 

cross and HE on t a r g o t s  i n  tho  roar. 

gas (mustard gar)  anywhoro i n  t h e  f i r 0  orders. 

During the '  f inal  two hours Of t h e  bombardment a l l  guns , 

No montion WIS mrdo of yo116w c ross  

"Thm main point," Mid m o n t h  &g ordorr ,  "is t o  complotoly r i lonco 

hoe t i lo  a r t i l l o r y  by reenforced a r t i l l e r y  f ir .  (gas)." 

used only when t h o  vmrthor is favorablo. 

must be changed t o  bluo crorr o r  HE armni t ion .*  43 

"Oreon c r o r r  must bo 

In unfrvorrblo woathmr groen c r o r i  

I t  is ostlwted that i n  tho  noighborhood of holf a n l l l f o n  gar r h o l l r  

n ~ r o  to be mode rvailablo t o  -y f o r  tho  promrat ion  and a t t ack ,  

constituting trr0 ond a hs l f  Qyr' f i r e ,  e x o ~ u r i v o  of groon emir rhmll. 

Alrsort 397,000 of thoso -0 e h o l l r  wore t o  be bluo crom, 38,Mx) war0 t o  

br groon croor, i n  addltion t o  more than 350,000 He (pr inc ipal ly  ohraprol) 

s h e 1 1 0 . ~  What proportion o f  thore  rhollr ac tua l ly  a r r ived  o t  the  bat tory  

por i t ionr  and how UIOW wore o o t w l l y  f lnd  can only bo ertimted, but it 

4eOmO pro&blo tht owing t o  t h o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of rupplying tho  Uarm oalient 

and t o  tho b t O n l i C t i O f I  O f  Freneh fire considerably 10.5 W8 f i r d  t han  for  

tho  r r l l o r  of fao~vor .  

I 

43 

186). 

44 

included i n  tho  rtudy. 

Amy Ord.rr, I. Arty 12968, S P ,  Firm OFdoro, 26 Jun 
17111 Arty Order 3, la CofArty 43Sfi8, 26 Jun 

Theso figurer aro b a r d  on computotionr mdo f o r  th ir  study but not 
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-.I_ Sevent- warned t h a t  i t  was "very probable t h a t  the re  w i l l  not 

bs su f f i c i en t  blue cross  ammunition" t o  maintain t h e  recornended r a t e  of 

f i r e .  

s ion  f ron t  complained Tepeatedly of ln su f f i c l en t  ammunitlon, O f  receiving 

q u a n t i t i e s  of s h e l l  that d id  not f i t  t h o  guns, and of a general f a i l u r e  O f  

And German af ter- act ion  r epor t s  and war d ia r ies  Of  Uni t s  O n  3rd Divi- 

supply .45 

1,160 Important, since lt determined whether or not any green cros8 

gas was f i r ed ,  and influenced t o  some extent t h e  use of blue crO66 0.0, 

was t h e  weather on the  morning of 15 July.  

s ion s a i d  t h e  weather was "good" on both 14 and 15 July.  But t h e  regi- 

mental and bripade war diar ies  descrlbad those days var lour ly  a8 "fa i r"  

"cloudy," and even "rainy." 

weather on t h e  15th a s  "Rainy, l i g h t  fog, c lear ing  up l a t e r .  

during t h e  day." The morning repor t  of a v e n t h   my sald: 

b e t t e r  during t h e  n ight  so that  f i r e  under medium t o  bes t  condition6 could 

be executed." 

complete aont radlc t loni  

15 offered no chance f o r  gassing." 46 

The war d i a ry  of t h e  3rd Divi- 

The war d ia ry  of 10th DivLplo o reported the  

Bright weather 

"The weather h a m e  

Its war diary ,  w r i t t e n  up on t h e  night of 15 July,  wa6 a 

?he weather condit ions during t h e  night of July 14 - 
But  gas wao used in t h e  preplration. 

43 

"The Drama on t h e  k r n e ,  Ju ly  15, 1918" (m. p. 673 - 6 . C r m  ,Yrince 
Wllhelm of Cmnany, MY War F- 0 (London [19243)%, dercr lber  
t h e  uncat isfactory supply of &- f o r  t h e  offensive. 

A r t y  Order 3, Ia 435/18, above3 L t  Kurt Hesse, t 2 L l ' t U b  

46 



The real d l f f i c u l t y  pl0v.d to k rerupplylng t h o  guns. 

Even more fatal  t o  t h e  o p e n t l o n  mq t h e  n u s  lmpomibi l i ty  of mount- 

ing a tramandour of fonr ive  on a front where w e r y  man i n  the  l i n e  opposite 

was looking Md 118tenlng f o r  i ts  telltale signo. Although burlap and rags  

were wrappod around e r t i l l a r y  *R.ela and horoer' hooves before apprcHohlng t h e  

f ront ,  and a r u u l t  troopa and pioneer u n i t s  were held l n  t h e  r e a r  u n t i l  t h e  

night  of t h e  a t t w k ,  

Division o f f i ce r  captured north of Blerrws tht t h e  increased t r a f f i c  and 

a r t i l l e r y  concon tn t lon r  h d  boon obauwd, r i m l i n g  an a t k c k  sOIMWhore s a r t  

of Chateau T h l ~ r r y . ~ ~  More d a r n i n g  a t i l l  were t h e  report8 t h a t  c a m  l n  t o  

German headquarterr boginning on 10 July  of A l l i e d  proparatlone fo r  a large- 

sca le  of fenr lve  againat t h e  S o l r s o n r C h a t u u  Thiqrry front .  

a r t i l l e r y  and reiervoa, including u ~ f f l o l r n t  t roops t o  form a new defensive 

corm, -, had t o  k taken froa t h o  krno f ront  a t  t h e  l a 6 t  

wla chagrlned t o  l w r n  on 2 July from a 3rd 

A@ a re8ult, 

Againat a11 tha cnrldonce of prisoners md its own intelligence o f f l c a r r ,  

mid on tb. wmlng of 14 Julyt  "Preparetions f o r  SIRPSSENBN 

R p t  O f  Intel Officer dQpE, 3 Jul (EB, p. 27711 Compcisite Bu1 of 
In fo , [ fo r  period 1 - 10 J u l j ,  G - 2 3rd Dlv, n.d. (3rd Div Box 7 ,  20.31, 
described a l i k e l y  G e m n  a t k  from the  v i c i n i t y  of Chartever t o  Reims, i t s  
object ivea Refmr, Emmay, and Chalons, before dr iv ing  directly uert t o  Par i s .  

I 
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["Road Construction," t h e  code name f o r  t h e  a t t ack ]  are complete. 

our offensive in tent ions  have been kept secre t .  

by surprise." 49 

We think 

We expect t o  t ake  t h e  enemy 

The German 'hombardmgnt was rcheduled t o  begin a t  ten minuter Past 

midnight, 15 J u l y ,  t h e  a t t ack  a t  0400 hours. 

t h e  week before revealed the  probable night but not t h e  hour Of t h e  at tack.  

Acting on t h i s  information, S lx th  Amy ordered an  yper i te  a t t ack  on enemy 

pos i t ions  north of t h e  ksrne beginning a t  2000, 14 Ju ly .  

FA Bt-igede, furnished with 3,000 No. 20 ypori te  (muatard gaol rhe l le ,  f i r e d  

them in to  the  edge of t h e  Boir do t h r b l l l o n  from Gland t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  

Elsewhere along t h e  whole of t h e  G e m n  a t t ack  f ron t  aimilar  c o n c e t r a t i o n a  

of yper i te  f e l l  on enemy ba t t e ry  posl t lons and among the  troop8 concentrating 

f o r  the  a t tack .  

German Prisonerr captured during 

A t  t h a t  hour the  3rd 

A few hour8 befora t h i a  9.r fire began, a Getnun o f f i c e r  captured on 

the Fourth French Amy f ront  revealed t h e  preciae hour of t h e  bombar&ant.gl 

Anticipating it by  almort half an hour, a t  2345 hours every Allied gun on the  

50 

1 Aug (3rd D l v  Box 22, 33.6). 

51 

following information: Prieonerr taken t h i 8  evening by 4 th  Fr  Army say 
a r t i l l e r y  bombsrdmsnt w i l l  s t a r t  about one o'clock German time. 
fo re  has decided t o  s t a r t  t h e  COP a t  once." 

L t r  rpt, CG 3rd FA Brig t o  CG 3rd Div, 18 Dec, sub8 Opns R p t ,  14 J u l -  

Msg, 6 t h  F r  Amy, n.h., n.d. (3rd Dlv Box 21, 33.6): "Amy ir8UeS 

Army them- 
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Marne f ront  opened a thunderous 30-minute counteroffensive preparation on 

t h e  Gerinan positions above t h e  river, with o r d e n  t o  --: -* t h e  counte- 

fire €or 15 minutes a t  0415 and a t  &minute i n t e r v a l s  the rea f t e r  u n t i l  

daylight.52 

The experience of a gas projector  u n i t  of t h e  38th Pioneer h t t a l i o n  

above B a n y  that night  may be typical .  

yperiting, but a8 a r e s u l t  of t h e  counteroffensive f i r a  13 men were k i l l e d  

and 40 w0und.d a t  t h e  por i t ion  and less than hal f  its gas projectors  were 

f i r e d  before t h e  posi t ion (116 torn apar t  and had t o  be a h n d ~ n e d . ~ ~  

The u n i t  apparently escaped the  

Although t h e  enmy troop@ coming into por l t ion  and t h e  art i l lerymen 

readying t h e l r  piece. w:* rtunnod by t h e  caunteraffensivr f i r e ,  a t  exactly 

ten minutes pas t  midnight th &?nun guns began t o  roar. Opposing t h e  31 

ht ter ior  i n  tho 3rd D i V i r i O n  sec tor ,  84 enemy ht ter ier  were sa id  t o  have 

opened UP on tho Surfnolln va l l ey  alone, thoir f i r e  reaching a s  f a r  back as 

m t m i r a i 1 . w  

52 
L t r  rpt, CG 3rd FA Brig. a h .  

Rpt 151/18, ;reth PLOY , 17 Jul (g-L records, G e m n  Filer 
Noter' G e r n n  Filer Box w i l l  hereaf ter  be 

53 

Box 187, f o l  Is pp. 50 - 57 . 
abbreviated t o  GFB. 

54 
History, p. 157. 
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While 10th Iandwehr and 36fl. Division f i r e  followed closely the  pre- 

scr ibed pat tern,  t he  bulk Of t h e  JOth Division preparatory f i r e  had been 

ordered "concentrated on the  penetrat ion points  FossOy and Mery, destruc- 

t i o n  of reserves i n  t h e  wood t o  t h e  eas t  and t h e  stream bottom south of 

Blesmes w i t h  blue c ross  and shrapnel. 

and Boir de l a  Jute [is important]." 55 

Q s s i n g  of t h e  edges of Bols d'AigremOnt 

Destructive a s  t h e  bombardment was i n  t h e  4 th  Infantry sector, i n  the  

7 th  Infantry area it came down on t h e  sec tor  j u s t  a s  a ba t t a l ion  relief was 

being ca r r i ed  out i n  t h e  f ront  lines. Why it was i n  progress h e n  the  hour 

of t h e  offensive was known is nowhere explained. 

f o r  only one ba t t a l ion  along the  river and ra i l road ,  the  "high explOriver, 

gas and shrapnel,  i n  t e r r i f i c  intensity..  .caused most severe loseer." 

were fu r the r  aggravated by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  reserve ba t t a l ion  of t h o  7 t h  

Infantry a t  Vif for t  had recent ly  been moved up t o  G&ves and HOuy Farms, t o  

f o n  a second l i n e  of resirtance. These obvious targets,  as well ad  l e  Rocq 

f a m ,  t h e  3rd Battal ion PC i n  t h e  woods below t h e  fann, and t h e  v l l l s g e  of 

Fossoy were among t h e  most heavily shel led that night.36 

Since the re  was s h e l t e r  

Losses 

I n  t h e  3 0 t h  Infantry r ec to r  t h e  1st Battalion was I n  t h e  l ine along 

t h e  r a i l road ,  r a t h e r  than t h e  river front,. and t h e  3rd Battal lon,  with two 

-- 
Rpt Ia 119/VI, Co 61;p Kathen t o  -7 [Seventh ~rmy ~ql ,  29 A n  

(GFB 128, foi I ,  p. 

56 
History, P. 93. 
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companies of the 38th Infantry and a ba t t a l ion  of t h e  4th Infantry, was 

massed i n  support i n  t h e  Bois d'Aigrmont. ...-- _ _  i n  progress 

whan t h e  bombardment began. The 2nd Battal ion of the  regiment, i n  resame 

near Courboin, was coming up t o  r e l i eve  t h e  ba t t a l ion  d o n g  the  ra i l road  

embankment when it war caught on t h e  south edge of the  Bola d'Algremont.5' 

Told t o  seek she l t e r ,  "s~nt) of t h e  men got detached frwn their  organizations 

and ran in to  tha  own f i e l d  tonard le  Rocq Fern." h e  cmprny commsnder na8 

"fmnd during tha bombardment i n  a dugout lying down with h i s  leggin8 and 

shoe8 off,"  i n  a state  of shock.58 

Here too  a re'' 

Wi.:hin a minute of t h e  tibo t h e  Geman Lmnbardment began,"the entire 

[30thl regimental are8 was f i l led  with k r re t ing  shrapnel, high explosives 

and gar shelir of a11 calihrs....~ho Bois d'AigMlnont ...[wosI turned i n t o  

an almost lmponatrable mass of brueh by t h e  t r r r i f l c  bombrrdmnt." 

"Rapid flre continued," sa id  a 38th Infantry repor t ,  " un t i l  about 1-55 

asma and then a moderately heavy schedule began, includinq tear and sneezing 

gas s h e l l s  on t h o  formrd arm and l e t h a l  gas on tho  supports and reserves. 

BY 12.15 every mn i n  t h e  regiment had adjusted h i s  gas ol8k - t o  wear it fo r  

t h e  nex t  six or seven hours." s9 
> 

37 
History, p. 137. 

Rpt of Opns of 2nd Bn, 30th Xnf, 2 nug (3rd Div Box 40, 33.6).  

Hiatory, pp. 137, 157. Messages wri t ten  during the  night speak Of "a 

58 

39 

l i t t l e  gas" a t  0340 h r s ,  "some gas" and "fwer gas shulls" a t  0430, "moderate 
shel l ing"  a t  0600, "no gas shells" bv 0710 (Box 32, 32.16). 



An a r t i l l e r y  repor t  sa id  t h a t  "The h o s t i l e  she l l ing  f a i r l y  combed the 

countryside t o  a depth of s i x  kilometers.  Interspersed with a mixture of 

high explosive and shrapnel was an expenditure of gas s h e l l s  l a s t i n g  four 

hours during t h e  f i r s t  s tage  of  t h e  ba t t l e .  The a t t ack  continued without 

not iceable abatement U n t i l  8.30 A.M. of t h e  15th." 

f e l l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of each of i t s  b a t t e r i e s ,  t h e  lOth FA reported, Proving 

"very e f f ec t ive ,  with many casual t ies ."  But one 10th FA u n i t  sa id  that the  

first pa r t  of t h e  bombardment, when gas was used, had " l i t t l e  e f f e c t  a s  t h e  

gas seemed t o  be weak," and that a f t e r  t h e  ea r ly  gassing nothing but HE and 

shrapnel had been f i r ed .  

enemy a r t i l l e r y  p remra t ion  was perfect." 60 

Almost 2,000 gas shells 

Yet t h e  repor t  concluded: "Impression i s  that t h e  

The Division Surgeon was t o  say t h a t  t h e  bombardment extended almost 

twelve kilometers back of t h e  f ron t ,  w i t h  gas e f f e c t s  pronounced a s  f a r  as 

Essises and F'ertibout.6l 

t i o n s  throughout t h e  d iv i s ion  sec to r  were completely destroyed and u n t i l  l a t e  

t h e  next day a11 c o m n i c a t i o n  depended on runners. 

A l l  agreed t h a t  w i t h i n  t e n  minutes wire c m u n i c a -  

The most viv id  account of  t h e  bombardment i s  t h a t  of hbj- W. E. BOyce, 

medical o f f i c e r  of t h e  2nd Bat ta l ion ,  30th Infantry,  who came UP with his  

60 

P. 203; 
(GAF - 3rd Div). 
see L t r ,  CO Bty D 18th  FA t o  TAG, 26 AUg 1925, sub: Data fo r  Hist Purposes 
(3rd Div Box 54, 33.6). 

61 

Intel Rpt, 1st Bn, 10th FA, 14 - 16 J u l  (3rd Div Box 53, 33.1). His tory,  
L t r ,  CO 1 0 t h  FA t o  CG 3rd FA Brig, 24 Jan 1919, sub: R p t  of Gas Atks  

For an account of two 155-mm. batteries smashed t h a t  night ,  

Med Hist Of 3rd Div (Med Dept Box 3430, f o l  1). 
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u n i t  t h a t  n i g h t  t o  j o i n  the  3 rd  B a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  Bols d'Aigremont, prepara-  

tory to  rel!eving t h e  1 s t  B a t t a l i o n  i n  t h o  l i n e  t h e  next n i g h t .  

The n i g h t  vmg i d e a l ,  s a i d  Major Boy-e. I t  was c o o l ,  and t h e r e  were 

s t a x  everywhere overhead,  bu t  a heavy fog was coming i n  from t h e  river. 

About an hour be fore  midnight t h e  t r o o r s  passed t h e  f i e l d  b a t t e r y  P o s i t i o n s ,  

t h e i r  f i re  Producing a n  

almost cont inuous  v i o l e n t  thunder ,  accompanied by l eap ing  s h e e t s  Of flame, 
w h i l e  over  o u r  heads t h e r e  a'as t h e  wi ld  screech of s h e l l s  speeding [over t h e  
Marnel. Not a n  enemy s h e l l  was f a l l i n g .  

The b a t t a l i o n  reached t h e  Bois d'Aigremont s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  midnight and 

trio men and t h e  wagon t r a i n  had j u s t  been disposed i n  t h e  t h i c k  underbrush 

when t h e  

a i r  was suddenly f i l l e d  wi th  new and v i c i o u s  sounds...the blood- curdling 
s h r i e k s  of incoming s h e l l .  There  wme thousands  of s h e l l s  i n  t h a t  first 
s a l v o  - such a howling, followed by t e r r i f i c  cxplo6ions ,  while d i r t  and 
st icks,  p i e c e s  of trees and d e b r i s  were s c a t t e r e d  everywhere. 
ing  h o l e s  opened up a l l  around, whi le  t h e  ear th  shook and trembled under 
t h e  f o r c e  of the  mighty detonat ions . . . .  

I l a y  t h e r e  on t h e  ground one hour whi le  t h e  sky was r a i n i n g  shells.... 
and t h e r e  was no abateraent....After a whi le  I became aware Of a d i f f e r e n t  
sound...the d u l l  thud cau ied  by gas s h e l l s .  0 moment la ter  and I could  
smell t h e  desd ly  poison. I reached f o r  my t r b s t c d  gas mask  and,  much as 
I dreaded t o  do so, p u l l e d  it on. Tho mask is s a f e ,  but  it is t h e  most 
uncomfortable t h i n g  I ever experienced.  If [anyone wants t o ]  know how a 
gas  mask f e e l s ,  let  him s e i z e  h i s  nose w i t h  a p a i r  of f i r e  tongs ,  bury 
h i s  f a c e  i n  a h o t  f e a t h e r  p i l low,  t h e n  s e i z e  a gas pipe w i t h  h i s  t e e t h  
and b r e a t h e  through it f o r  a f e w  hours whi le  ho performs routine d u t i e s .  
I t  is s a f e ,  but ,  l i k e  t h e  dead ly  poison which fo rced  its inven t ion ,  i t  is 
n o t  sane.... 

Dayl ight  came a s  a y r e a t  r e l i e f  bu t  I hope I a h a l l  never aitness a n o t h e r  
such spcc tac le .  
[ t h e  f i r e  a c t u a l l y ]  teemed t o  i n c r e a s e  I n  fury .  Dead an imals  l a y  every- 
where i n  t h e  tangled,  broken woods...and everywhdro were t o r n  human bodies  
and t h e  hounded.. . . 

Great g a p  

Five hours  had wrought tremendous havoc and a t  t h i s  hour... 
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The majori ty of the  wounded were heroic.. ..but we had many raving maniacs, 
psychoneurotics, s&cal led  " shel l  shock" cases. Some of them cursed and 
raved and had t o  be t i e d  t o  the i r  l i t t e r s ;  some shook violently.-.sOme 
trembled and s l u n k  away i n  apparent ab jec t  f ea r  of every incoming she l l ,  
while o thers  simply stood speechless,  obl ivious t o  a l l  surroundings.. 
A t  ten o'clock we had more than  250 men a l l  severely wounded, lying on 
t h e  ground awaiting ovacuation.62 

The German gas h i s to r i an ,  Rudolf Hanslian, s a id  the bombardment, l a s t i n g  

seven hours, was ca r r i ed  out by the  reenforced a r t i l l e r y  of Corps Kathen, 

from an Army al lotment  1'71 of 130,000 blue ckoss shells (diphenylchlorc- 

arsine), 65,000 green cross  shells (phosgene o r  diphosgene), and 5,000 yellow 

cram s h e l l s  (mustard gas).63 But it was not possible f o r  Hanslian t o  ray 

how many of these s h e l l s  were f i r e d  s ince  t h e  war d i a r i e s  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  

conrnsnds reported t h a t  t h e  preparat ion was not ca r r i ed  out a s  scheduled, 

owing t o  " insu f f i c i en t  supply and strong enemy counter ac t iv i ty ."  

counterbat tery f i r e  had made it a l l  but impossible t o  supply the  battery psi- 

t iona  a s  provided i n  orders ,  and Hanslian thought t h a t  no more than 75 per- 

cent or 150,000 of t h e  200,ooO gas s h e l l s  prescribed were ac tua l ly  fired.& 

The 

- 
Med History of 3rd Div, Apr 1, 1918 t o  Ppr 1, 1919, pp. 113 - 114 (Med 

Dept Box 3430, f o l  1).  
and Printed,under t h e  t i t l e  "Night of the  Great Barrage," i n  the  3rd Div 
camp paper, The Ntch on t.he Rh-, Andernach, 6 Jun 1919. 

63 
Hanslian does not c i t e  his sources, but gives t o  corps alone what was 

more l i k e l y  t h e  Army al lotment  of gas shell--considering the  d i f f i c u l t y  of 
supplying t h e  vas t  k r n e  sa l i en t .  

64 

This account is a l s o  found i n  3rd Dlv Bax 7 ,  20.4, 

k n S l i a n ,  "Gasangriffe an der merikanischen Front," n.d., p. 111 
(MS i n  C ~ H O ) .  
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This short  supply is supported by A r k 0  130 ( l o t h  Landwehr Division),  

one of the t h i e e  a r t i l l e r y  commands of corps Kathgg , wh*+ -2;srted on 

13 J u l y  t h a t  its f i e l d  guns would not be a b l e  " to  f i r e  gar t o  t h e  ordered 

degree a s  we have been aupplled w i t h  no yellow cross a t  a l l ,  only three- 

f i f t h s  of t h e  blue croas, and four- fifth8 of t h e  green croas needed t o  comply 

with tho order." "It was imnedfately apparent t h a t  we would 

not be c m p l e t e l y  successful  i n  dectroying the enemy art i l lery,  p e r t l y  becauie 

.if inadequate in t e l l igence  i n  the  b r n e  sector...and p a r t l y  because we were 

not supplied with enough gae aanunition.n 65 

A n d  on 15 July: 

wnd.mitfon consumption roports are not w a i l a b l e  f o r  -0 (-- 

or (-1, but &o 130 reported t h a t  on 15 Ju ly  it 

f i r ed  12,066 blue cress s h e l l r ,  5,252 green cross s h e l l s ,  and 16,902 HE and 

shrapnel shells, t h e  gas s h e l l s  thus  representing a l i t t l d  more than half  i ts 

t o t a l  f i r e .  

HE and shrapnel, a11 calibers1 ano on 17 Ju ly  it f i r e d  5,315 HE 

On 16 July  it f i r e d  2,6%blue cross,  300 green cross and 9,432 

If t h e  IWnkr Of shells f i r e d  by Arko 10 and A r k 0  36 was cornthardble t o  

t h a t  f i r e d  by Arko 130, then t o t a l  f i r e  on t h e  3rd Division and adjacent f ron t s  

- 
69 

A r k 0  1 s  WD, 13 and 15 J u l  (10th Ldw DQ , GFB 162, f o l  11, PP. 89 f f ) .  

66 

annexes of German a r t y  cords, the usual source of ammo consumption rpts, were 
t r ans la t ed  f o r t h e  &B or col lec ted  l a t e r  by t h o  .:.my War College h i s to r i ca l  
sect ion a t  t he  Relehsarchiv i n  k t s d a n .  darginal  notes i n  GFE 158, 161, ansJ 
187 Ifst t h e  records of -@, :rko 130, and brko t h a t  were "examined 
but nothing per t inent  found." 

A r k 0  130 WD, 15 - 17 J u l ,  above. Note: Few of t h e  war d i a r i e s  and 



on 15 and 16 J u l y  was approximately 50,000 gas s h e l l s  and 50,000 HE shells 

t h e  first ,day and 9,000 gas s h e l l s  and 30,000 HE shells t h e  second day - 
a f a i r l y  c lose  approximation t o  t h e  experience of t h e  3rd Division. 

In h i s  report  of t h e  bombardment, Major Somervell, t h e  Division Gas 

Officer ,  s a id  that a count of s h e l l  holes i n  t h e  d iv i s ion  sector indicated 

t h a t  about 1,OOO gas s h e l l s  per square kilometer f e l l  during t h e  first three  

hours of t h e  baabardment, representing between 75 and 80 Percent of t h e  t o t a l  

s h e l l s  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  sector .  

of g a ~  s h e l l s  dropped t o  50 percent. 

most severely bombarded (hhp No. 5 )  covered between 39 and 40 square k i l o-  

meters, whfch suggests t lmt  between 50,ooO and 60,000 gas s h e l l s  (and betwsen 

40,000 and 45,000 HE or  shrapnel s h e l l s )  f e l l  i n  t h e  3rd Division sector. h 

t h e  basis of &kO 130 data ,  these would appear t o  be maximum figures.  

During t h e  l a a t  t h ree  hours the  percentage 

The a reas  described by Sornervell a 1  

An important question, since t h e  conduct o f  t he  3 0 t h  Infantry a f t e r  t h e  

bombardment hinges on t h e  anewer, i s  whether o r  not any mustard gas was f i r ed  

i n t o  t h e  d iv is ion  sec to r  t h a t  night.  

t i o n s  any gases but blue c ross  and gre@croes (diphenylchloroarrine and 

diphosgene) i n  t h e  bombardment, and A r k 0  130 denied it had any yellow cross. 

Yet Somervell sa id  t h a t  diphosgene, ch lorpicr in ,  yper i te  (mustard gas),  di- 

phanylchloroersine, and ethyldichloroarsine were t h e  gases used, mustard 

gas s h e l l s  f a l l i n g  only on r e a r  a reas ,  w i t h  none reported anywhere eas t  Of 

t h e  l i n e  Fossoy-St. Eugene ( i - e . ,  i n  t h e  Sumel in  val ley) .  An exception 

was t h e  "Mustard o r  o ther  pe r s i s t en t  gases'' put along the  t r a l l  from the  

Certainly,  no G e m n  f i r e  order men- 
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v a l l e y  road a t  Le Chanet t o  a corunand post i n  t h e  Bois d'Aigremont, which 

Prevented "any movement...in t h e  eas t  of the  Bois d'Aigremont and Bois de 

1.4 Jute." 67 

Uustard gas was a l s o  reported i n  a memo writ ten a t  noon on 15 J u l y  

by t h e  30th Infantry adjutant!  

ch lor lne  and chocolate gas68 and i f  a good many of our men don't get t h e i r  

c lo thes  of f  we a r e  going t o  have casual t ies  from Mustard gas. ~9 curiously 

enough, records show t h a t  t h e  gar hospi ta l  a t  Ville Chamblonrtm kilometers 

south of Chateau Thierry, admitted Pour "gassed, mustard" cases from the  

4 t h  Infantry,  one from t h e  7 th  Infantry,  two from the 30th Infantry,  t W  

from the  a r t i l l e r y ,  and one each from t h e  engineers and machine gun ba t t a l ions  

on 16 July,  none from any u n i t  over t h e  n e x t  t h ree  days. I t  i r  j u s t  possible 

tha t  t h e  s k i n  i r r i t a t i o n  caused by diphenylchlorosrslne was mistaken a t  t h e  

"We have been exposed t o  mustard gas, 

67 

15 (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3). 
3rd Divl Spencer, I, 146 - 1501 and p a r t i a l l y  repr in ted  i n  m, pp. 815 - 
818) CWS Weekly Sum of Info, 7 Aug (War Dept Hist Box 298)b and U S A  i n  thg 

L t r ,  Mjg t o  G - 3 3rd Div ,  21 J u l ,  sub! Rpt on Gas Attack, July 14 - 
This much repr in ted  repor t  is a l s o  i n  GAF - 

B, V,  ~ i s n e - k r n g  (Waphlngton, D.C. 1948) 9 77-74. 

68 
German diphosgene had a chocolate odor. 

Rpt of Col Cromwell Stacey, 3 0 t h  Inf ,  a t  Div FC, noon, 15 Jul (3rd Div 

\ \  

69 

Box 40, 33.6). 
33.6), s a id  t h a t  during t h e  bombardment " there seemed t o  be more Phosgene than 
any o ther  kind of gas.'' 
'XI.?), reported "mustard, lachrymatory, sneezing and chlorine gases." Cf.  
i n  t h e  ry4yy V ,  7 7 ,  79. 

The 3rd Bn comdr i n  h i s  Rpt of Opns, 12 Aug (3rd Div Box 40, 

Dally Intel  Rpt, 30th I n f ,  14 - 15 J u l  (3rd Div Box 40, 
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gas hospi ta l  fo r  inc ip ient  mustard burns.70 SO much f o r  t h e  evidence. 

As of noon on 16 Ju ly ,  t h e  d iv is ion  hosp i t a l s  had admitted 424 $as 

cases, s a i d  Somervell, of which 121 were from t h e  28th Division. 

his f i n a l  count of gas casua l t i e s ,  misleadir4ly indicated a s  due t o  the  

1' .Jly bombardment, he included a l a rge  number that re6Ult.d from WSt i rd  

gas bombardments put down on 18 and 19 J u l y  t o  cover the r e t r o a t  Of 

- Ka-n. 

be-dments, he reported a t o t a l  of 1,559 gas ca6e6 i n  3rd Division and 408 

i n  28 th  Division during t h e  period 15 - 20 Ju ly ,  and i n  a l a t e r  repor t  

.':creased the 3rd Divieion t o t a l  d o n o  t o  1,720 cares.71 

But i n  

Without d is t inguishing  between these  offensive and defensive bolb 

Division 0 -  3 nude no d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  gassed end wounded 

i n  i ts roport  on 17 July tha t  t h o  Oormnn offensivo had cos t  841 c a r u r ~ t i e r  

i n  tho  5 t h  Rri@de (135 k i l l e d ,  648 woundrd, 38 a i r r i n g )  end about 2,mo 
i n  t h e  6 t h  Brigld., a total  of aLnnet 3,100. 

admitted t o  3rd Div idon  hosp i t a l s  t h r w g h  17 July  s h s  787 pss casbe, 

1,297 wound cases, and 58 mrked "pw" [psychon.~wrs id .  A medical report 

of deaths .horre 626 k i l l e d  on 15 July ,  for a t o t a l  of 2,768 aasual t iea  Of 

An ac tua l  count of caeur l t i ee  

10 
Gas hosp i t a l  r&isrion lists i n  Med Dept Box 3443. !&U@.tckpt... 

t he  Worl , volt X I V ,  Of ma -Fax, 
said tha t  d%%lchloroerrlne produced intense hyperemla [sometimes 
mahifaAsted ab a &ere skin  i r r i t a t i o d a f t e r  six hours expocure. 
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the  bombardment and aseau-lt that day." 

Major Somervell sews t o  have thought there  was considerable feigning 

among those who reported themselves gassed R S  a result  of the bombardment. 

In "going over hospi ta l  gas cases," he found t h a t  over 60 Percent were 60 

s l i g h t  that  i n  a l l  probabi l i ty  t h e y  ought not  t o  have been evacuated, except 

t h a t  AEF order8 sold those who reported i n  a.3 gassed had t o  be evacuated. 

only d id  d iv i s ion  medic41 o f f i c e r s  agree w i t h  him on tnir  eatimte, he ra id ,  

but t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had h e n  "only one authent ic  death from 9 6  during 

t h e  seven days s ince  t h e  at tack"  was evidsnce t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  admitted t o  t h e  

hospi ta ls  was "out of e l l  proportion t o  those a c t u a l l y  affected." 

"some 1680" evacuated [ h i s  own tally was 1,559 f o r  t h e  3rd D l V i 8 i O n l ,  O n l y  

600 could bs considored gassed and "not 50 were seriou6ly affected," 

Not 

Thus O f  

Of t h e  real gas cases, Sornsrvell contimred, SO V r c e n t  ware unavoidable, 

reeul t ing  when masks were knocked of f  by nearby explosions, torn by brush, 

or deranged when men fel l  i n t o  shell  holes. 

a l t i o s ,  25 percent, were caused when men removod their  ma5lStOO soon, and 

10 percent resul ted  when wearing the  mnsk became unbeaiatde o r  it wa8 removed 

i n  order t o  see i n  the  d a r k .  

warned i n  time, as a r e s u l t  of l n s u f f i c l e n t  lns t ruc t ion  of gos s e n t r i e s  and 

too fen of them, d id  not recognizi. t he  odor of 906, horc cqui*ment over t!ieir 

yas IMbkb, or i n  t h e  case of telarlione l i n m e n ,  :~moveJ t h u l r  msks t o  slleak. 

, 
, 
I 

The next l a rges t  group of cast+ 

i thers  became c a s u a l t i c s  bocatite they wure not 

-- 
72 

20 t rucks wcrs kept going contiriuot.sly on 15 and 16 July bringing i n  the 
cacua l t l c s  (?4ed Hlst of 3rd Div, ';::J Dsr:t Eo?c 343C8, f o i  1). 

MR, 3rd Dlv,  1; JLtll .na lys l ; ,  ;:',. OL, 87. :'ixty 6nbt!l,jn.:i:s and 



Even though " the  a r t i l l e r y  gas preparation was quite as intense a s  

those ea r l i e r ,"  said Somervell, " the ac tua l  casua l t i e s  we73 few [despite] 

the  f a c t  t h a t  the  troops were not entrenched, that very few dugouts had 

been completed, and that a11 reserve and support posittons were i n  wooded 

areas." Considering t h a t  a t o t a l  of 28,300 men ( i n  tho  two American d iv is ions)  

were exposed t o  the bw~bardnrnt, 600 or wan 2,000 remod t o  him remarkably 

=ew $as wsualtior.'3 Though Somervell d i d  not my aot i t  was a l s o  a rwrk- 

ble domonatretion of the rolativo ineffrct ivenoar of diphonylchloroarrinr 

in producing cmaueltiar. 

lntended, it ma oxaollont. 

But for tho noutralitltion of troops, aa t h e  Gernuna 

Hanalian, accopting Sowrvell'r count of 1,967 @a casuclltier i n  the 3rd 

and 28th Divieionm, MPIS not t o  h v e  &en a m n  that probibly littls more 

than hal f  t h i r  t o t a l  reprerented casualties of the preparatory bombrrdmnt. 

The remeining ~ s ~ l t i e r  resul ted  fraQ mustard gas she l l ing  t h a t  began on tho 

night of 18 - 19 July. 

Two t h o u r n d  ma c .aual t ior  roprrsontod only f a i r  r o r u l t r  from t h e  

Gomm u p n d i t u n  of 0.1 ohdlr, r i d  I l inr lknr  adding that since t h e  Ameri- 

cana were well mrn8d of tho  a t t ack ,  "good probctive measures could be 

adopted i n  advance, mo t h a t  t h o  w s r u l t i o r  w r o  kept within to le rab le  

limits. The bollbrhrnt fa i lod  t o  pievent tho  enomy f r m  opposing the Cienrun 

L t r ,  Du) t o  G - 3 3rd Dlv* 11 hl, above. C.rual t ies  were g o p o r t i o n r t e l y  

SH Study No. 4, *Tho 26th Div i n  t h e  A i s n t Y r n O  Campaign,* pp. 14 - much higher i n  the  soctor  wort of 3rd Div whero mustard gas was usod by !&& 
Wlchurp. 
16. 
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at tack."  74 

Neither Somervell nOrHanslian took i n t o  account the  most damaging e f f e c t  

of t!ie bombardment, the' sha t t e r ing  of nerves and morale tha t  was t o  a f f e c t  

t h e  conduct Of the  d iv i s ion  t o  the  end of the  campaign. One regimental corn 

mander was l e f t  "a nervous wreck" a f t e r  the  bombardment and had t o  be t rans-  

fer red  t o  t h e  d iv i s iona l  trains. 

l i t t l e  better. 

about 500 men "got out of line" t h e  night  of t h e  bombardment. 

probably many more, f o r  t h e  medical o f f i c e r  of t h e  30th Infantry sa id  later  

t h a t  t h e r e  were few gas cases i n  h i s  regiment on' t h e  night of t h e  bombardment 

(115 admitted as of 17 July),  but "one form o f  psychoneurosis, 'Gas Fright , '  

was very comnon.*75 

Two of the  o ther  three  were described a s  

Colonel Kelton, Chief of S t a f f ,  report ing t h i s .  a l s o  sa id  t h a t  

There were 

The subsequent operat ions of t h e  d iv i s ion  were not unduly hazardous, but  

before t h e  month was out  a t o t a l  of 566 o f f i c e r s  and men were admitted a s  

"psychoneurosi6" cases ( i n  addi t ion  t o  7 s h e l l  shock cases).  

among these where the  o r ig ina l  diagnosis  of "T" was subsequently changed 

t o  "Gassed" would seem to ind ica te  t h e  prlncLpa1 source of t h e i r  breakdown. 

The instances 

The reverse was a l s o  true,  of C O U r S Q ,  for  t h e  Divlsion Surgeon said he 

observed " re la t ive ly  l a r g e  numbers of cases who thought they were gassed 

74 
Hanslian, "ksangr i f f e . .  .,I* p. 111. 

-75 

t o  SPeC Rpt of Opns of 3rd Div (3rd Div Box 21. 33.611 
P. 117 (Mad Dept Box 3430, fol 1). 

Pers ltr, CofS 3rd Div t o  Col Fox Conner, G - 3 GHQ AEF, 30 J u l ,  atchd 
MQd Hist of 3rd Dfv, 
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bu t  who were r e a l l y  su f fe r ing  frcm a mtld form Of gas fright."76 

Th.9 Attack 

A l l  u n i t s  O f  t he  3rd Division l a t e r  agreed t h a t  they had been "badly 

gunishad by the bombardment," t h e  30th Infantry i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  i ts "lorsea... 

in of f i ce r s ,  men, and animals were very heavy, not from t h e  Infantry a t t ack ,  

but from t h e  Weperation fire."77 It was a damaging admisaion, ht it WBO 

:rue. 

With a11 comnunicationr out and runners tak ing  th ree  t o  four  hours t o  

' ' 3  s-an t he  f ron t  to t he  r ea r ,  when they ar r ived  a t  a l l ,  t h e  regiments of 

3rd Division on t h e  morning of  the  15th were on t h e i r  own. 

t i o n  of roma run seen a t  Bochrge Fam *not wearing gas marke" while gas shells 

were f a l l i n g  a l l  about,7* few rtirrsd frpm where they huggad t h e  ground or 

huddled i n  s h e l t e r s  u n t i l  t h e  bombrrdment l e t  up s l i g h t l y ,  romstime a f t e r  

0500. Then, i n  tho  30 th  Infant ry  a t  least, the  walking wounded and parsed 

With t h e  ercep- 

76 
Med Hist of 3rd Div, p. 73 (Mad Dept Box 3430, f o l  1) and Ans lys i r ,  

p. 09. 

77 
Matory,  pp. 95, 139. 

Ysg, cO+ 6th- R i g  t o  FC 3rd Div, 0450, 13 Jw1 (3rd Div Box 21, 33.3). 
78 
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were allowed t o  make t h e i r  own way t o  t h e  rear.79 

Although the she l l ing  of 4 t h  Infantry support and reserve posi t ions 

l a s t e d  with great  violence through t h e  night ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  few shells 

f a l l i n g  on its f r o n t  l ines  made it seem unl ike ly  t h a t  the  a t t a c k  would come 

there. 

were sti l l  under v i o l e n t  bombardment and no a t t a c k  had come yet. 

A t  0430 t h e  French on t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  d iv is ion  reported t h a t  they 

80 

About 0500, from h i s  OP on H i l l  186 where he conmended a view Of t h e  

d iv i s ion  f ron t ,  a 4 t h  Infantry observer reported 8 dense cloud of smoke cQh- 

ing  out of the  south and e a s t  edges of t h e  Bole de Barbillon and d r i f t i n g  d m  

r i v o r  t o  t h e  r ight .  

t o  t h e  east, beyond both t h e  4 t h  and 7 t h  Infantry fronts.81 

had ac tua l ly  begun crossing more than an hour before. 

The c r o d n g  was apparently going t o  be made from Gland 

Ibrt t he  enemy 

The 30th and 38th Infantry sec tors  prwed t o  be t he  extrema r i g h t  flank 

of t h e  German assault. According t o  t h e i r  schedule, t h e  German shock divisions,  

Ned Hlet of 3rd Div, p. 105. above. Lanza, Field Notes, "The 30th  Inf 
on Ju ly  15 and 16," A p r  1919 (3rd Div Box 40, 18.21, sa id  he found evidence 
t h a t  t h e  30th Inf " fu l ly  manned its trenches including the  sncond l i n e  a t  the  
S t a r t  Of t h e  bmbardfnent." The 3rd En comdr, i n  hls  Rpt of C.pns, I2 AUg (3rd  
Div Box 40, 33.6), s a i d  h i s  companies were not ordered out  o f  t h e i r  dugouts 
t o  combat pos i t ions  i n  t h e  B. d'Aigremont u n t i l  0530. 

80 
Msg, CG 6 t h  Brig t o  FC 3rd Div, 0515, 115 Ju l  (3rd Div Box 21, 33-31. 

81 
History, pp. 57, 94, an? repeated i n  4 t h  In f  opns rp t s .  
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t h e  s h  and X h ,  were t o  cross  a t  Mont St. Pere, Charteves, and above 

Varennes a t  0210, reach t h e  r a i l road  a t  0230, and refo-- -.A *,it t he re  u n t i l  

t he  r o l l i n g  barrage f o r  t h e  a t t ack  began a t  0400. As a result of t h e  demoraliz- 

i n g  yperl te  and counteroffensive f ire,  t h e  crossing began allnost two hours l a t e .  

About 0330, sa id  t h e  38th Infantry (contradict ing the  4 th  Infantry O b  

sewer), a l5-minute des t ruc t ive  f i re  was l a i d  on its outposts  a t  t h e  water's 

edge and boon a f t e r  under cwer of barrage f i r e  and smoke t h e  enemy beQm haul- 

:n3 beats  and pontoons i n to  place f o r  the  crossing. 

l a i d  on tho  river destroyed many of t h e  18-msn boots and r a f t a  coming over the 

. a rne ,  and t h e  rutormtic rifles and mchfne  guns in t h e  30th and 38th Infantry 

outposts caused . c lomui  loasoe4 before t h e  posi t ions were overrun. 

reported that over 1,600 Demons were la ter  buried in t h e  wheat f i e l d s  batween 

Mezy and t h e  SumelB.82 

3rd Division a r t i l l e ry  f i re  

I t  is 

On t h e  right of t h e  38th, soon a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  enemy troops had crossed, 

t h e  French d iv is ion  Ybre gave m y ,  roportedly absndpning platoons of four 

28th Mviaion canp.nies t h a t  they  had interspersed with t h e l r  f ront  l ine  

troops.83 Appri6ed of t h o  open flank by t h e  sudden enf i lade  f i r e  on t h e i r  

82 
i n  t h e  Second B a t t l e  of t h e  M~rno," 

83 

Box 21, 33.6). 
n.d. 
Paroy-Eois de Condo-Le Chapelle.  
sketch, 18 A p r  1928, i n  Fr Files Box 107, 30.4. 

History, pp. 10, 158; Col Conrad H. Lsnza, Field Noter, "The 38th h f  
A p r  1919 (3rd Div Box 4, 18.8). 

Go1 Robt. H. Kdton,  CofS, 3rd Div, Special Report of Opna (3rd Div 
Liaiwm R p t ,  1st It G. M. Stapleton, with 125 th  Fr Div, 

(3rd Div 3ox 23, 35.2). sa id  that a t  0915 t h e  French l i n e  was bnck r t  
See French defense of 125th pos i t ions  with 

Cf. S i tu  Rpt, 17 J u l  (&J 
i n  t he  w I v, 39). 
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f lank,  the  38th Infantry rushed several  cornpanles t o  t h e  h i l l  e a s t  of the  

Sunnelin, and from 0500 on ba t t l ed  there  t o  prevent t h e i r  e n t i r e  posi t ion 

fro% baing turned. 

On t h e  l e f t ,  Germans streamed over a hesty footbridge i n  la rge  numbers 

on t h e  f ron t  of t h e  30 th  Infantry,  fanning out around Mezy and climbing the  

wooded heights  below t h e  town. The 7 th  Infant ry  was t o  say i t s  two companies 

a t  t h e  r a i l road ,  though " prac t i ca l ly  wiped out ,"  held f a s t ,  but t h a t  the  30 th  

Infant ry  was forced t o  retire t o  t h e  woods on t h e  slopes north Of Crezancy 

and near F O S S O Y . ~  Colonel Ianza, i n  a l a t e r  study of  the  records a s  well 

a s  the terrain, found no evidence whatever t h a t  t h e  rnemy entered the  7th 

Infantry sector.  A t  1245 t h a t  day, he says, three cmpsnies Of t h e  regi- 

ment, ordered by Dickman t o  counterattack towardsFossOy and Mozy, were 

smashed by enemy a r t i l l e r y  and planes near t h e  Bois d'Aigremont. 

"accomplished nothing except t o  fu r the r  demoralize the  coonand." 63 

The e f f o r t  

The 7 t h  Infantry ccnunander's adrlrisslon t h a t  "by daybreak (15 July)  

the  companies and b a t t a l i o n s  [were] thoroughly disorganized," and h i s  s tate-  

ment that  everyone on h i s  r i g h t  was "ei ther  :forced back or  withdrew up t o  the  

ga tes  of Relms," suggests pe r s i s t en t  hyster ia .  That few o r  none of t h e  enemy 

84 

Div Box 3, 11.4), s a id  t h e  f ron t  l ine  bn of t h e  30th Inf f e l l  back and joined 
t h e  3 8 t h  Inf a f t e r  600 out of 900 combatants became casual t ies ,  when t h e  l ine  
was turned by the  enemy crossing i n  force south of Mont St. Pere. 

85 

Mdrne," 5 Apr 1919 (3rd Div Box 26, 18-24 

Pers l t r ,  Dickman t o  Col 0. L. Spaulding, Hist B r  GS, 6 Feb 1920 (3rd 

COl  C. H. b n z a ,  F i e l d  Notes, "The 7 t h  In f  i n  t h e  Second Bat t le  of the  
also Field-Notes i n  Box 5, 18.8). 



e n t e r e d  t h e  7 t h  I n f a n t r y  s e c t o r  svems borne o u t  by Map No. 6 .  

1 

I n  t h e  30th  I n f a n t r y  s e c t o r ,  Colonel But t s ,  t h e  regimental  commander, 

became persona l ly  convinced t h a t  t h e  river l ine was untenable  and w i t h d r e w  

his r i f lemen s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  enemy crossed  on h i s  f r o n t ,  about 0 6 0 0 . ~ ~  

He would make h i s  P r i n c i p a l  s t a n d  i n  t h e  Bois d’Aigremont. With t h e  retire- 

ment o f  t h e  30 th  In fun t ry  and of t h e  French on t h e  r i g h t ,  both f l a n k s  o f  t h e  

3 8 t h  I n f a n t r y  wre thus s imul taneously  exposed. While two o f  i t s  companiee 

a t  once c r o s s e d  t h e  Sumelin t o  ho ld  t ha t  f l ank ,  “ki tchen personnel ,  clerks, 

runners  and buzzer-phone operators wore r u s t l e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a combined defense  

a;;ainst  300 Gemam, who had worked t h e i r  way around Mezy.” 

About 0800 t h e  front l lne  f o r c e s  of t h e  38 th  I n f a n t r y  were ordered t o  

withdraw end t h e y  began f e l l l n g  back t o  t h e  line Moulinr-Hill 231.88 Back 

e6 

rub: Rpt Of O W s  Of Rgt, J u l y  14 - 15; 
relleved Anderson on 31 Jul],  CO 7 t h  Inf  t o  CG 3 r d  Div, 4 Aug, subt OW8 
Rpt; L t r ,  CO Co F 7 t h  Inf t o  CofS 3rd Div, 21 Apr 1919, subt Recent pub’n 
in New York Time El3 Am 19191 ( a l l  i n  3 r d  Div Box 39, 33.6). 

87 

repor ted  enany advancing on Fossoy and Crezaneyi 
PC. 1100. 15 J u l  (3rd Dlv Box 32, 32.16). s a i d  30th  I n f  had been d r i v e n  

Ltr r p t ,  C61 T. II. Anderson Jr, CO 7 t h  Inf t o  CG 5 t h  Brig, 20 J u l ,  
L t r  rpt, Col E. L. B u t t s  [who 

Msg, Crawford CG 6 t h  Brig, 0700, 15 J u l  (3rd  Dlv Box 21. 33.6), 
Msg, Crawford t o  Div 

b a c k  t o  B. d‘Algremont. See Col E. 1.. ktts, The K e w o i n t  of t h e  h r n q  
and Its Dafense by t h e  30th Inf  (Menasha, wisc., 1930). p. 3. and map 
drawn bv H i s t  Br .  WPD. A l l q  1921 (3rd Div Box 40, 33.6) ,  showing B and C 
Companies withdrawn t o  B.-d‘Aigrrmont. 

88 

Second Battle of t h e  Mdrne,” ahove. 
f t i s to ry ,  pp. 158 - 59; Lanra, F i e l d  Notes, “Tho 38 th  Ihf i n  t h e  
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of t h e  llnes of these f ight ing ,  frightened men, ehemy planes swooped i n  

again and again, spraying t h e  ground with machine gun f i r e  whezevex troops 

showed themselver* 

Captured doclanents s a i d  t h a t  by 1040 hours t h e  German infant ry  was t o  

have been on the  objec t ive  a t  k n t i g n y ,  e igh t  kilometers south of the  river. 

But a t  t h a t  h w s  t h e  38th Infantry was still holding t h e  entrance t o  t h e  

Surmelin va l l ey  t h o u g h  Moullns, a few machine guns and riflemen of the 30th 

Infantry ccimnanded t h n  wheat fieldsabove t h e  aqueduct l ine,  and no enemy troops 

had been able  t o  Cross the  FOe6Oy-Crezancy road. 

f a r the r ,  t o  the Boir de l a  Jute, t h e  38th Infantry complied t h a t  afternoon, 

long a f t r r  tho  French had abandoned H i l l  23Le9 

Ordered t o  retire S t i l l  

Sometime a f te r  1500 on 15 July  the  battle was 

The Si tua t ion  on 16 July 

In i ts  vmr d h t y  en t ry  on the evening of 15 July, 10th Division sa id  

89 

the  3 8 t h  I n f  t o  19. de l a  J u t e  i f  e u m t  on r igh t  gave way. 
CO 38 th  Inf and CG 6th  Brig, 1030, 15 Jul (3rd Div Box 21, 33.67: 
counterdttacktng St. k p a n  and above h n v i e r  Farm. 
tained with 125th Div a t  Faroy. 

90 

"Germans took Focsoy and forci.d cur cent,(rr 'back abot:r t.r*' kilofr,t:t.i:rs f r r m  ri .ver- 
Our r i g h t  .held....Situation a t  3 r).m. s a t i ~ f a ~ t o r y  ....C ur -aru. , l t . ies  I 'robablv 
la rge  including gas." 

Msg, COfS t0 CG 6 t h  Brig,' 1000, IS Jul 3rd Div Box 32. 32.161, ordered 
Dtckman to  

& h W m  
Connectirir must. , I w  maln- 

t6S. 

Corps prcusnts sending you a',sisCanc:e.'' 

Telg, CofS 3rd Div t o  G - 3 GHQ LEI:, 185'7, 15 . J \ U  (3rd Di?-  Box 21, 33.3 ' :  
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t ha t  "The enemy was Prepared,  t h e  a t t a c k  having been betrayed."  

Seventh Army ordered Corps Kathen t o  go over  t o  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  and p u l l  back 

t h e  remains of 1 0 t h  Divis ion.  The d i v i s i o n  was t o  l e a v e  machine gun sentries 

a l o n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  p r o t e c t  i t s  withdrawal,  whi le  10th b ndwehq troops took 

over t h e  advance p o s i t i o n s  above Fossoy-Mezy-Moul in~.~~ 

A t  1930, 

On t h e  morning of 16 J u l y ,  s c a t t e r e d  German t r o o p s  s t i l l  he ld  t h e  ground 

opposite Gland and Mont S t .  Pkre and were massed i n  t h e  Jaulgonne bend down 

t o  H i l l  231 and s o u t h g a s t  i n  t h e  Bois de  Cond6. 

below D O m n s ,  t h e  enemy had pene t ra ted  e i g h t  k i lomete r s  b e f o r e  be ing  stopped. 

During t h a t  day,  w h i l e  t h e  enemy conso l ida ted  h i s  snail g a i n s ,  3 rd  Div i s ion  

t r i e d  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  communications, and by evening had t r o o p s  digging i n  

from t h e  Marne a t  Chateau T h i e r r y  t o  Mezy, south  t o  Crezancy, and east t o  

t h e  t o p  of b u n a y ,  connect ing wi th  t h e  French a t  b i s o n  h o ~ g e . ~ ~  

S t i l l  f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  

f a k i n g  l i t t l e  p a r t  I n  t h i s  e f f o r t  qpparen t ly  was t h e  30th I n f a n t r y  which 

on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h  had n i n e t e e n  companies, inc lud ing  t h r e e  of t h e  4 t h  

I n f a n t r y  s e n t  t h e  previoue morning, a l l  crowded i n t o  t h e  Bois d'Aigremont. 

T h i s  was more t h a n  enough "to wercome o r d i n a r y  opposi t ion,"  s a i d  General  

Dickman, o r d e r l n g  both  t h e  7 t h  and 30 th  I n f a n t r y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  

91 

Army WD, 15 J u l  &€3, p. 529)s 

92 

to  G - 3 3rd  Div, 1520, 16 J u l  (3rd  Div  Box 21 ,  33.3),  s a i d  t h e  73rd Fr 
c o u n t e r a t t a c k  from Eois de  l a  J u t e  t o  Faroy t h e  previous  n i g h t  had been 
repulsed.  
enemy e a s t  and nor th  of Cond;. 

l o t h  Div WD, 15 - 18 J u l  (@& pp. 508 551, 581, 595)s Seventh 
Corps Kathen rVD, 15 J u l  (GFB 128, f o l  I). 

DOR, 3 rd  Div, 16 and 17 J u l  (3rd Div Box 20, 33.1). Msg,CG 6 t h  Brig 

The d i v  was then  a t  Maison Rouge and  St. ngnan, pushing t h e  
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l ines  on t h e  front.93 

sector  seem t o  have been thoroughly demoralized. 

w i t h  t h e  regiment reported that i t s  "men were going t o  pieces" and was 

rel ieved t h a t  morning by 40 signalmen from the  28th Division, and C O l O n d  

Eutts, fee l ing  he had endured enough,.asked f o r  and got t h e  111th Infantry, 

28th Division, t o  r e l i eve  h i s  entire regiment. 

t o  brigader 

t o  Essises t o  be deloused." 94 

But both o i f i c e r s  and troops i n  t h e  3 0 t h  Infantry 

The sfrw.l detachment 

A t  1100 hours he reported 

"A6 f%st a s  Bns. of t he  ?&h a r e  replaced, t h e y  a r e  being sent 

T h i s  remrrkebls message is explained i n  the personal d i a ry  of t h e  con- 

mander of Compeny G. 

t o  Esslses t h a t  mOrning, and there ''we were deloused, and most of U s  were 

red a l l  over, ht did  not know i t  was gas. 

In conjunction with the  statement a t  noon on 15 J u l y  that t h e  regiment had 

been exposed t o  NIstard gas (p. 3 9 , a h e ) ,  it would a p m a r  that Colonel 

Wlttr thought every OM, of h i s  men had been gassed and sent  them a l l  to 

Eseises t o  be &eontaminatad. 

With h i s  company, he was taken by truck from Corboin 

I believe every man had it." 95 

Hie claim that t h e  bcmbardmnt and a t tack  

. 
93 

Box 30, 32.16). - 
94 

History, p. 240. 

95 

33.61). 
t h e  nex t  day. 

wotd in Mag, CG 5 t h  Brig t o  CG 6 t h  Brig, n.h., 16 Jul (3rd Div 

Pcg, CO 30th Inf t o  CG 6tb Brig, 1100, 16 Jul (3rd Div Box 32, 32-16)l 

Extracts  froa Rrs Diary of [Capt] F. M. b r b e i g n e  (3rd Div Box 41, 
Lasselgna himaelf returned t o  t h e  f ron t  ! i . e . ,  t o  l a  Chapellel 

Why he returned and why t o  l a  Charelle he d i d  not bay- 
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cos t  him 25 o f f i c e r s  and 1.400 m m  i s  denied by hospi ta l  records which 

show 148 k i l l e d ,  72 gassed, and 249 wounded a s  of t h e  evening of 16 Ju ly .96  

No record of t h e  request f o r  r e l i e f ,  o r  of General Dickman's o r  General 

- Crewford's agreement t o  it, has  been found i n  3rd Division f i l e s .  The evi- 

- dence t h a t  wholesale mustard gas contamination was t h e  reason Butts gave, 
- 

necess i ta t ing  t h e  r e l i e f  of h i s  regiaent  is admittedly slender,  but no other  

reason seems possible. 

ms believed preparing t o  resume h i s  a t t ack  a t  any m0ment.9~ 

Certainly. delousing wa8 no excuse, when t h e  enemy 

There is no question t h a t  t h e  30th Infantry,  u n i t  by u n i t  cam9 out of 

t h e  l i n e  on t h e  1 6 t h  and remained out f o r  s i x  days. Its complete withdrawal 

from the  l ine  on t h e  morning of 16 July  a s  e f f ec t ivo ly  removed t h a t  regiment 

from act ion  as though a l l  3,WO o f f i c e r s  and men had been legi t imate  gas 

casual t ies .  

s ion sec tor  were therefore  nearer  5,000 than t h e  2,000 reported by h j o r  

Smervell. 

a s  c a s u a l t i e s  of t h e  bomberdment of 15 J u l y  i n  t h e  3rd Divi- 

The admission of the  30 th  Infantry that most of i t s  losses  resul ted  

from t h e  German a r t i l l e r y  preparation, not from the  infant ry  a t t ack ,  was 

a l s o  true of t h e  4 th  and 7th Infantry. 

I n f an t ry  which took fewer gas and wound casua l t i e s  than e i t h e r  the  7th or 

It  seems probable t h a t  the  38th 

06 
History, p. 1395 Analysis, pp. 86,  89. 

97 

a Period of c r i s i s "  
The 7 t h  Inf comdr sa id  t h a t  " t h e  two days following the  barrage [was] 

(His to ry ,  P. 9 5 ) .  
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30th I n f a n t q  I peqb& b a u s e  it was not making a r e l i e f  a t  the  hour of 

the bo&&Q(Hlt -- ~5 ~ n g s w  i n  the  most ser ious  figh*'-Q t h a t  occurred 

In  t h e  d iv is ion  sector on t h e  15th. against t h a  6th Grenad%eq of l Q t h  Division 

(see Map No. 6) *  

the  u n i t s  opposite 3sd Division 

T N s  f 6  bosm out by the avai lable  caawlty atatistics Of 

In  the  period 1 - 10 July, t h e  1 0 t h  Landwehr Division, holding the  f ront  

opposlte 3rd Division p r io r  t o  t h e  Offensive, reportedly lost 26 o f f i c e r s  an4 

men killed. 93 vounrlcd. July,  loswo uere reported a s  

115 k i l l e d ,  614 Wounded, and 26 missing, m o a t  of thorn t h e  result of the counter- 

offemivr f i r e  on the nisht of 14 - 15 July. 

divieion, the @.us&&, for tho period 18 - 20 July we$# mid to have 

been 241 k i l l & ,  1,158 

occurring on the, night  of 14 - 15 July and on 16 July.98 

Fos t h e  period 11 - 

Losses i n  tha special assault  

and 972 mleaing, almost a l l  t h e m  casual t ies  

The q5h Gre 10th D iv is ion ,  a t tacking i n  the  38th Infantry sec- 

to r ,  suffered losses  of 36 k i l l ed ,  227 wounded, and 608 missing as a r e su l t  

of the  a t tack  o r  almost th ree  times a s  many men a s  e i t h e r  of the other  two 

regimenh i n  t h a  division.  

reported as 14 o f f i c e r s  and 234 men, a loss of almost t h r e e q u a r t e r s  Of i t s  

Gn 17 July t h e  s t rength  of the  grenadiers was 

or ig inal  force. 

If t h e  losses i n  the  -and 47th I n f a n t q ,  l e n ,  nere not  

higher, it was because a ba t t a l ion  i n  each had &en routen by rhe  bombardment 

,\ . YG 
Rpts of losses  t o  in Gm 9, fo l  I ,  pp. - I + ,  31. 36 - 38. 
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above the  k r n e  and t h e i r  remaining elements so disorganized t h a t  a f t e r  cros- 

zing t h e  river much of t h e i r  e f fec t iveness  was gone. 

entered Fossoy and then were withdrawn.99 

have been found f o r  t h e  o ther  shock d iv is ion ,  the  m, most of whose u n i t s  

met t h e  platoons of t h e  28th Division end t h e  French t o  t h e  r i g h t  Of t h e  

38th Infantry. 

Only i so la t ed  elements 

No comparable casual ty repor ts  

Yperite (mustard gas)  c a s u a l t i e s  a r e  avai lable  only f o r  t h e  1 0 t h  Lendwehr 

p iv is ion .  

9 o f f i c e r s  and 96 men, i n  add i t ion  t o  34 k i l l e d  and 125 wounded during t h e  

counteroffensive f i r e .  

reported.100 Gas c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  1 0 t h  Landwehg thus represented over 40 

percent o f  t o t a l  casualties of t h e  French and American bombardment. 

sequent French repor t s ,  based on t h e  in ter rogat ion  of prisoners ,  s a id  that 

yper i te  lo s ses  i n  t h e  10th Landweb amounted t o  30 percent of t h e  division.  

The shock r e g i w n t s  of t h e  &h and a t h  Divisions ( the  X h  and 6 t h  Grenadier$), 

though harassed by t h e  gas f ire,  were not d i r e c t l y  subjected t o  the  yperite 

and therefore  took r e l a t i v e l y  few gas casualties.lol 

These were reported on 16 J u l y  (probably f o r  t h e  previous day) a s  

Over t h e  next two days another 32 gas cases were 

S u b  

99 

22.9) - 
100 

Extracts  from 10th D& WD, 13 J u l  (KB, pp. 508 f f ,  and 3rd Div Box 40, 

COrDS Kathen WD, 16 - 18 J u l  (GFB 128, fo l  I, p. 10); 1 0 t h  Diy Annexes 
(GFB 150, f o l  11, pp. 109, 112). 

101 
French I n t e r r  of Prisoners  repor ts ,  i n  French F i l e s  Box 107, 20.9 
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XxxVIII French Corps was t o  c r e d i t  t h e  repulse of the  enemy a t t a c k  

on i t s  front  t o  the  gas and counteroffensive f i r e  along the  adges of tho 

Bois de Bjrb l l lon  and Forat de F‘ere before t h e  &new borhardment began, t o  

t h e  barrage f i r e  on the river during t h e  crossing,  and t o  t h e  s k i l f u l  use 

of machine guns along t h e  f ron t ,  holding t h e  emny a t  t he  outposts. 

a captured document, corps s a i d  its f i r e  had resul ted  i n  “indescribable con- 

fusion of [enemy] uni t s”  as they assembled fo r  t h e  attack.1°2 The a t tack  

had been blunted before lt s t a r t ed .  

C i t i n g  

r t  M ~ S  o&iour t o  &+py -UP m q o w o  R i n a  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  evening 

of 15 July t h a t  t h e  object ive of the  a t t ack ,  t h e  junct ion of @&@?tb and EiCnir-Rf 

&mrm a t  Epernay, could not  be a t ta inad .  

in tens ive  rrt1l l .y  prept ra t ion ,  requi r ing  a t  l e a a t  6 day t o  Prepare, d n c a  

anmunition nu+t be brought up, had l i t t l e  hope of succeso. 

on t h e  ! h l t i a l l  a t t a c k  swth of t h e  &roe affording a ~ te r l a l . . . succesS .”  103 

Any fu r the r  a t t ack  without a moot 

“We had t o  Count 

On 16 July  Ludandorff ordered m h  and t A d s  t o  continue the  

a t tack ,  and mt h Amy st Once di rec ted  its a r t i l l e r y  t o  loca te  and 

102 

N a m e  along Front of 38th A.C. (French F i l e r  BOX 107, 20.9). 
Rpt ad2, 2nd Bur, 38th Fr Corps, 22 Ju l ,  subt German Attack on the  

Notes The shock u n i t ,  30 th  Div, was replaced by  am^. a5  boon a6 
Corps Kntkm Wart cm the  defensive. A l t h O U g h  depleted,  &o&.x wa8 rushed 
north on 1B h 1  tw join newly formed -1, t o  stem the  counterofCen- 
sive h b a i a ~  ~dsrorn ( w k  IID, 17 - 10 Ju l ,  i n  ES~, pp, 581, 595). 

103 
m P  31D, it3 m d  16 krl &,& pp. 540, 571). 
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"neutral ize h o s t i l e  b a t t e r i e s  on the  west bank o f  t.ho Surmelin brook, t o  

sweep t h e  Sirrmslin v a l l e y ,  and t o  i n t e r r u p t  t r a f f i c  a t  Chexy-sur-Marne, 

V i f f o r t  and Nontlsvon. P len ty  o f  yellow c r o s s  should be used!" Ion 

Eut l a t e  t h e  next day, Ludendorff stopped t h e  a t t a c k .  I t  was making 

l i t t l e  or no progress  and j u s t  wast ing men and m q t e r i a l .  I n  o r d e r  t o  sa lvage  

something from t h e  immense p r e p a r a t i o n s  on t h e  Western Front ,  BrmV Gr oup 

- Crown -_--I Prince o f  &vqr_L?I was ordered t o  begin  i t s  o f f e n c i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

R r i t i a h  a t  Amiens a s  soon as possihlo. 

hours  l a t e r  whm t h o  French suddenly launched t h e i r  coun te rof fene ive  a t  

Soissons  on t h e  morning of  18 July. 

of t h e  series o f  m i s c a l c u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  "peace" offen- 

81ve1 a l l  t h o  "anriumptions were wronq." 

Put  t h i s  t o o  had t o  be  cance l l ed  

~q S-eventh Pr,my concluded i n  a n  account 

Some t i m 9  on 16 J u l y ,  Gmeral Dicbcman asked f o r  a t  l e a s t  two  " f resh  and 

unshaken" b a t t a l i o n s  from corps  reserve (28 th  Dfv i s ion)  and a French u n i t  or  

two wi th  which t o  coun tora t t ack  i n  t h e  d l r c c t i o n  e f  Reui l ly  and c l e a n  o u t  

t h e  Jairlgonns r a l i a n t .  

advancing, and it would be enough f o r  3rd Div i s ion  t o  o rgan ize  f i rmly  a g a i n s t  

f u r t h e r  a t t a c k  t h o  f r o n t  oppofifte Chrteves,  t h e  Surmelin v a l l e y  botween 

Put  corps  said t.hs 73rd French was a t  St .  Agnan and 

- 
104 

-, SQVenth f i n n y  (kdors Ia 1023, 16 J i l l  (!IS?, P- 546) .  

lng 

T e l  m s q ,  Ludendorff t o  &<Q, 12.40 A.M., 16 J u l  (&B, pp. 543 - 44)l 

-_I-- Seven th  A r m y  .~ .. I'D, 18 J u l  (&B,  pp. 611 - 13). 



Crezancy and Paroy, and t h e  l e f t  bank of t h e  Surmelin.1°6 

3rd Divlslon ms k e p t  busy enough the  next severe? &ys with selvage, 

repair, and replacownt  problems. 

i n  t h e  30th en$ 38th Infantry sectors as well, "a11 of t h e  etock and a great  

part of the tmnaportatton...were i n  or near t h e  f ron t  lines and were dea- 

troyed by th. bolRbsr&wnt," and a l l  forward ra t ion  dump8 of t h e  regtmantr wore 

badly gassed, t h e i r  larqe stocks of food -- a l l  except t h e  trench rations i n  

i ron  cane -- completely spoiled. 

ply lines, 600 i n f n n t r y  r ep lecemnts  t h a t  a r r ived  wete used t o  police tho 

entire sector. 

of Quar t e r~uo to r  property, ordnance and o ther  equipnent.lo7 

I n  t h e  7 th  Infantry sec to r ,  and probably 

While t h e  t rains  worked t o  r e s to re  the a U p  

They col lec ted  and turned i n  t o  salvage almost 300 truck loada 

On 18 July, as Llawin's Tenth French A m y  ttruck t h e  west face  Of the  

Merne salient i n  a great counterstroke t o  cu t  off von Boehn'a pocketed &!.E$& 

a, t h e  extrbme l e f t  flank of Dogoutte's S ix th  Army advanced with t h e  a t tack  

(Map No. 7 ) .  

t o  t h e  mst of Mazy - through Moulins -- t h e  m d s  northeast of lee  Etan9S 

Farm -- thonc(I 8outheast ,  still had Orders "to bar t h e  Passage of t h e  k r n e  

and defend tho Sumel in  valley." 108 

Tho 3rd  Division, its l l ne  now es tabl i shed from Chateau Thierry 

106 

History, p. 12. 
Gen Opns Ordsr 149, 38th Fr C0rP.e 093% 16 Ju l  (3rd D i v  a x  19, 32.711 

107 

History, pp. 340 - 341. 
108 

h n z a ,  F ie ld  Notes on 7 t h  Inf,  5 Apr 1919 (3rd Dlv Box 36, 18.2)l  

FO 8, 3rd Dlv, 0100, 18 Jul. 
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After repested requests  t o  make t h e  Reuilly a t t ack ,  permission was 

f i n a l l y  secured t o  use t h e  4 t h  Infantry, but by then, on 20 July, it was 

too  l a t e .  
.- 

The Germans had begun recrossing t h e  river.-” 

*TO keep t h e  enemy mask&“ 

Cn 17 9uly tha$@enth m y  juggernaut set alcout ?werslfig i t s e l f  n8 

t roop uni te ,  guns, and supplies  behind i ts  forstnost l i ne8  were pulled b3ck 

across the Mafrie* On &&&&-t&e+ front  t h a t  day, the  10th kg,dyphX ma 

ordered t o  tbk6 ovdr a l l  c o u n t e r c h t t e r y  and lon9rangr  f i r e  t o  protec t  the  

withdrawal of t h e  @=- and t h e  r i g h t  flank of !&p~W&j&ta. b r g a  

quant i t ie8  of yrllbn cro6s (mustard gas) were being brought up rapidly,  but 

u n t i l  it nrrived blue and green C ~ S I  gas (diphenylchloroarsine and phosgene) 

were t o  be used i n  counter-battery f ire . l i0 

On t h e  night of 18 - 19 July, a l l  a r t i l l e r y  and troops not requlrcd 

for defafisa w6re ordered t o  prepare f o r  t h e  f i r s t  rtsgcl of t h e  withdrawal, 

t o  t h e  “ A l b W b h r t d n  position h i n g i t q  on Jaulgofine (Map No. 8 ) .  

ch i f ig  opetatlme+ &VM t h  AIJ$X would “endeavor [to withdraw the] t roops by 

echelon&$ to  grndually contract  the  a rc ,  snd force t h e  enemy t o  new concentrations 

In t h e  

109 

Propo6el fo r  kttack...to Reuiily (3rd Div BOX 19, 32.73. 

110 

P* 9 

HiSt*Y.y, P- 121 KIVMO, CofS 3 M  biv f a t  Div Candr 19 Jul, sub: 

W e r  3131 t o  Artillery, ia July (GFB 138, f o i  I, 
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Buginning i n  t h e  evening of 18 July, the firfit of the  "planned Y o l l O w  

c ross  shoots on [a l l ied]  battery positions" we$ car r ied  out by ~ D s  Kathen 

a r t i l l e r y .  Up t o  midnight of 18 July, a s s i s t ed  by 26th D i v i r i g  and 

a r t i l l e r y ,  reported t h a t  a t o t a l  of 8,084 Y Q 1 1 O W  Cross 

and 249 HE s h e l l s  had been put down on 3rd Divleion battery POSitlOnS d o n g  

t h e  south edge of the Bolo pe la  Juts, on l e  Houy Farm, Grbes Farm, Pai l la r -  

d i s e  Farm, and between W r b o i n  and Longesrd (Lhp No+ 9)e112 

The yellow cross fire contitwed through the  early morning hours Of 

19 July  as gun posit ions i n  t h r  a015 do la  J u t e  and elsewhere, a s  well a s  

the toMl of Grarancy, uere contaaimtad with 4,130 rounds of ye l l on  Cross, 

mixed with 1,485 HE shells.1L3 

On 20 July, as  t h e  .lath kn- a r t i l l e r y  withdrew northward its gas 

f i r e  was confined t o  10Q green cross  (pkosgene) s h e l l s ,  and on 22 Ju ly  t o  

112 
W r  3, 18 Jul (GFB 161, fo l  I, pP. 103 - 104)1 Ark0 130 

16.2, f d  I I f .  

113 

o n l y  2030 yallaw ewes shells f i r e d  by w ~ . d r a .  

Ark0 130 YB), 19 Jul. wD, 19 Jul  (Gm 138, f o l  I ) ,  reported 

See alao IrlD, 17 J u l  (GFB 187, f o l  11, p. 1W)r CorPg-e-E-WD, 
18 and 29 J u l i  JQth Ldw ND, 18 - 20 J u l  (GFB 161, f01 I ,  pp. 1 - 1 5 ) -  
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100 yellow cross.  

posi t ions i n  tha  3rd Division sec tor  had been "systematlcally covered-... 

over a period of time...to keep t h e  enemy masked a s  long a s  posrible and 

hinder the  abandoning of the  positions." 11* 

A l l  else was high explosive f i r e .  A$ ordered, t h e  ba t t e ry  

3rd Division u n i t  records reveal l i t t l e  Or nothing about t h r  German gan- 

r ing hetween 18 end ? ?  July,  although gas hospi ta l  l ists show a totaA of 509 

gas ad.nissions i n  that  Period. Xn his repor t  of t h e  bmbardment of 15 J u l y ,  

t he  Divlaion Gas Officer recorded gae casunltles through 20 July without din- 

tingUi6hing between those caused by tho bombsrdmmt and those r e su l t ing  from 

t h e  in t e rd ic t ion  fire. 

Of specia l  i n t u m t  i s  t he  fsct that..the r r w p t w  [of t h e  ewLy p o t i e n t s l  
were t o  a grea t  extent t raceable  t o  sneezing and vani t ing  gases; 1 ~ t f f F h o ~ -  
gene gas cases ar r ived  

A b e t t e r  d i8 t inc t ion  was made by t h e  DbfisiOn Surgeon: 

and xhon t h e  enemy began h i s  retirement, Mustard g3a 
cases were tho ru1e.A- 3 4 

Meanwhile, 3rd Division waited for  the  a t tacking  elements Of S ix th  Allay 

on t h e  l e f t  t o  advance, and f o r  i ts own a t t ack  orders.  But t h e  167th French, 

26th American and 3 9 t h  French were stopped wlthin a kilometer o r  two of t h e i r  

jumpoff  posi t lone by t h e  enemy gas and HE f i r e  put on t h e i r  fronts.  Their 

advance was not resumed u n t i l  three  days  l a t e r ,  on t h e  morning of t h e  21st,  

when a t  dawn id: ms d l scwered  t h a t  t h e  Germans had everywhere disappeared i n  

t h e  night.  

114 
A r k 0  13s WD, 20 - 22 J u l i  

Analysis, p. 8". Med Hist of 3rd Dlv,  p .  3.3 (!6ed Dept Box 3430, f o l  11, 

hrko 132 Order 3, 18 Jul, above. 

115 

quoted i n  &l, p. 812, and History, 11. 318. 
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The 10th Landweb, i n  f ron t  of 3rd Division, reported i ts  own retire- 

ment t h a t  night: 

The withdrawal of t h e  r i g h t  wing of t h e  d iv is ion  [ in to  t h e  AlberGBerta 
Posi t ion]  was ca r r i ed  Out without losses during t h e  night.  
COmnUnder received orders t o  t a k e  t h e  Bois de Earbi l lon under heavy f i r e  
and t o  gas it. 

Beginning a t  L4.30 a.m. 
36th Division elements, 3 Ark0  130 w i l l  prepare f i r e  pro tec t ion  f o r  the  
entire [coffzl sector from t h e  e a s t  edge of Chateau Thierry t o  pdssy, 
exclusive. 

The a r t i l l e r y  

21 J u l y ,  [ i n  order  t o  permit t h e  withdrawal of 

Learning from captured prisoners  t h a t  t h e  French and Americans planned 

t o  "launch a l a r g e  n igh t  a t t ack  a t  2 a.m., 21/22 July" t h a t  might overrun 

t h e i r  new pos i t ion ,  F o r m  Ka then ordered "concentrated waves of annih i la t ion  

f i re  fmm midnight on agains t  v i l l ages ,  roads, t r a f f i c  a reas ,  etc.  

quantities of yellow c ross  a r e  t o  be fired." 11' The German records Of 

t h i s  f i r e  have not survived, nor can it be dist inguished i n  3rd Division 

records. 

b r g e  

With t h e  Germans gone, t h e  French d iv i s ion  on t h e  imnediate l e f t  of 3rd 

Division crossed t h e  Marne on 21 Ju ly ,  advancing west of t h e  Bois de Barbillon. 

In t h e  e a r l y  afternoon 3rd Division received i t s  orders  t o  Cross. 

invest t h e  Bois de Barbillon a t  dawn and advance i n  t h e  dire<.t.ion of l e s  

I t  was t o  

116 _ ~ .  

l o t h  Ld.n WD, 21 Jul ;  I O t h  Ldw Order la 5003, 19 Juli  l r t h  Ldn Crder 
Ia 5006, 20 J u l  (GFR 161, 101 I ,  pp. 29 - 301. 
117 ~- 

Cor s Kathen Order Ia 3231 to ? O t h  !..i.+, ?JI,,ctk Pav Rrs D i s ,  1020, 
21 J u l  t i n  10th Kdw . .  recordn, Gi? 161. f , ~ ?  T ,  11.  2 4 ' .  
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Franquets Farm t o  l e  Charmel, forcing t h e  enemy t o  continue h i s  retreat-118 

"From t h i s  da te  U n t i l  t h e  Division was relievvea In  the  l i n e ,  t h e  f ight-  

ing assumed a mote or lass open character  and consisted almost e n t i r e l y  of 

machine gun Fire and flanking movements...upon pos i t ions  assumed by the  re%r 

guard O f  tfre btMIy." 119 

botnbhrhdt  W? bh oYfensIve, and an dnMy a t t ack  followed by mustard gas 

shel l ing ,  tka V r w 8  were t i%d  and wholly dlsplrited. 

fusion,  beveral ttiLhousand repl&cembnts had come i n t o  t h e  metor, without anmrni- 

t i O n  aria lbrgb numbera Of them without g36 111ark6.12~ With the th  groan troop8 

th9  d i v i d o n  W,B mw t o  snehge In  bpm r iarfn 'h thctic6 foot which haither tha  

men nor tbir &tu&e-rs hbd h e n  t t l l l s d ,  and to  Mce t h e  b k k l f i l  tactlch of n 

depemte bnutky in p u t h a t ,  for *?hh:eh nwe we* prepabed. 

1 

After l i n e  duty of a month and a ha l f ,  a t e r r i f y i n g  

TO rdd t o  t h e  con- 

"The unfortunate a t t ack*  -- 

On t h e  eventng of 21 Ju ly  t h e  4th Infantry crossed on Pontoon bridgeo 

a t  Chierry and marched through the  Bois de Berbillon t o  MOnt St. Pbse, the 

lie 
Ordre GensMl 3561, 6 th  Fr  my, 2020, 20 J u l  (French F i l e s  Box 54. 

Gen Opns Order 155, 38th Fr Caips, 0915, 21 Jul (3rd DLv E m  19, 30.1)t 
32.7)1 FO 9 ,  3rd Div, 1400, 21 JUI. 

119 
History, p. 12. 

Memo, Div Adj, 31 Jul ,  sub8 Replacement Requisition (3rd Div Box 3, 
120 

12.3) and p. 77 - 78,belw. 
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7 t h  Infantry,  crossing above Fossoy, on i t s  r i g h t .  There they hal ted and 

w h i l e  t he  38th Infantry and a port ion of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  crossed during t h e  

day of t h e  22nd, t h e  l i n e s  were reformed, spanning Ere teui l  Fa-la Theoderie- 

J&ulgonne-Barzy, and Preparat ions were made f o r  a corps-wide at tack.  

n ight  t h e  30th Infantry,  which had been out of t h e  l i n e  f o r  decontamination, 

reorganizat ion,  and requipnent s ince t h e  16thr  came up behind t h e  38th on 

t h e  heights  between Charteves and Jaulgonne. 

That 

121 

After a t e b m i n u t e  a r t i l l e r y  preparation on t h e  Bois du Channel and 

Tieulerie Farm a t  0345 on 23 Ju ly ,  t he  7 t h  Infantry,  with t h e  4 th  Infantry 

In r ea r ,  was t o  s t r ike  out  toward l e  Charnel, whi le  t h e  38th and 3 0 t h  Infantry, 

a l s o  i n  column, advanced up t h e  Jaulconne-le Charmel road (see Map No. 8).lZ2 

A Roman phalanx could not have been -re c lose ly  packed than the  3rd Division 

was i n  t h a t  narrowing corridor.  

But corps was a t  t h e  enemy's "Albert-Berta" l ine,  and there  was l i t t l e  

By lo00 hours t h e  3 8 t h  Infantry was stopped cold 

"It was Indian warfare with modern weapns,"  t h e  

advance made on t h e  23rd. 

below les Franquets Fame 

div is ion  h i s t o r y  sa id ,  with machine guns i n  t h e  bushes, i n  concealed s l i t  

trenches, and i n  t h e  trees. A ba t t a l ion  of t h e  4 t h  Infantry, sent t o  

e x t r i c a t e  t h e  38th, was almost wiped out ,  and a l l  suffered intensely from 

121 
M I A ,  3rd Div, 22 Ju l .  

122 
FO 10, 3rd Div, OOl@, 22 Jul; DCR, 3rd Dfv, 23 Jul. 



t he  s h e l l  f ire t h a t  rained ac ross  t h e  f r o n t  throughout t h e  day.123 

In a report  dated 23 July,  t h e  Division Gas Officer  ra id  nothing about 

mustard gas being encountered i n  t h e  B d s  do Barbillon or about any o ther  

enemy gar f i re  or gar attack;only t h a t  

Gas case$ are constant ly caning i n  to t h  h o r p l t r l r ,  w i n g  t o  t h e  in t ens i ty  
of t h e  operatiohe undmr way.. ..[They are 9 mostly murtrrd caser...tO e g rea t  
extent  unavoidahlr....Many cases a r e  from the a r t i l l e r y ,  who beem t o  receive 
much mustard gaa 10 anti-bsttoky flre. As m t e r l a l  cmer i n  report8 w i l l  be 
sent i n  pronotly. 

The rest of t h e  repwt complained of t h e  poor v i r l b i l l t y  and g rea t  dircomfort 

of t h e  gas msk.124 

that has b e n  found. 

It is t h e  l a s t  report of i t s  kind by Major Somervell 

On t h e  n ight  of 23 July, suffmlng f r m  gar mark exhaurtlon snd incormant 

a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  the troops were ordered t o  take  up defensive posi t ions along 

t h e  l i n e  l a  Theoderie - Tleu le r l e  Farm - north edgo of Jaulganne - e a s t  edge 

of t h e  Foret de Rir. 

morning. 125 

Another attempt t o  advance would be made t h e  next 

A secOnd order on t h e  night  of 23 July indicated t h e t  General Dlckman 

After a ten-minute dld not think t h e r e  was much f i g h t  l e f t  i n  h i s  troops. 

123 
H h t Q r y ,  Pp. 599 160. 

124 
L t r ,  DGO t o  C Def Serv CWS, 23 J u l ,  sub: General repr t  (GAF - 3rd Dlv). 

FO 11, 3rd Dlv, 1930, 23 J u l .  
125 



preparation a t  0355 on the  24th, t h e  5 t h  Brigade was t o  advance west of les 

Franquets Farm, the  6 t h  Brigade a s sau l t ing  t h e  f a n  d i rec t ly .  

Infantry was t o  make t h e  p r inc ipa l  a t t ack ,  taking over from t h e  3E th  Infantry, 

which was ordered t o  retire from i ts  present pos i t ions  and move towards 

Nogental, t o  ge t  out of t h e  f lanking ffreS1z6 

Of t h e  troops" i n  t h e  a t t a c k  t h e  next day, sa id  the  order,  they were " to h a l t  

and entrench about noon unless t h e  enemy withdraws." 12' 

The 30th 

"To maintain t h e  s trength 

But during t h e  n ight  t h e  German forces  on t h a t  f ront  abandoned the  "Albert- 

Berta" pos i t ion  f o r  t h e i r  previously prepared "Caesar" posi t ion,  through l e  

Charmel, leaving behind s a c r i f i c e  machine gunners and using bomblng planes 

t o  cover t h e  evacuated ground and slow up t h e i r  pursuers (Map NO. 

It was 0800, 24 J u l y ,  when t h e  4 th  and 7 th  Infantry resumed t h e  plrsuit, 

a s  t h e  30th Infantry on the  r i g h t  advanced through Franquets Farm in to  t h e  

Bois do Charmel. Moving through t h e  Foret de Fere. t he  5 th  Brigade forces 

got w i t h i n  two kilometers of l e  Charmel before enemy outpost gunners brought 

126 

Argent01 vms pobab ly  meant. 

127 

Nogental was below Chateau T h i e r r y ,  almost 15 kilometers t o  tbe  south. 

FO 12, 3rd Div, 1100 j210071, 23 . T d .  

128 
During t h i s  move, Corps Kathcn ':/a$ pliatrd out,, i t s  10th Ldv! D f v  going  

t o  Corps Wichvra resr)rvP an,i i t $ >  26t.h X v  t o  Cor P.. Xhoeler .  ;.$ the 3rd  D i v  
crossed t h e  enemy f r o n t  on a 'iiagonal, i'. ,:nrlEronixi t.be &Guard Div of  
Wichura. 
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0 )  ! . i i :  r i i .1 .  i u f  t h e  :!fniri, 'c.,-?jin tr.*t. t h e  enemy i$oulii  z m t i l d e  h i ;  

r e k t ,  corps ordered t h e  d iv i s ion  to go throuyh l e  Charmel, on t o  Vi l lar -  

d e l l e  Farm, and then t o  Roncheres. 

t h e  march a t  dawn, w i t h  t h e  5 t h  Brigade i n  t h e  lead. 

n ight  sa id  t h e  6th Brigade,would remain i n  place; t h e  38th Infantry had been 

used up t h e  day before, and t h e  3 0 t h ,  claiming losses  Of 12 off icewand 700 

men since crossing t h e  Marne, could go no far ther .  

through t h e  3 0 t h  Infantry,  would car ry  on t h e  pursui t .  130 

The brigades i n  column were t o  take up 

An order  l a t e r  tha t  

The 5 th  Brigade, Passing 

On t h e  morning Of 25 July t he  5 t h  Brigade wah along the  line Hill 224- 

Through "lack of initiative.. .from div is ion  headquarters down t o  Argentol. 

bat tal ions,"  only two b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  4 t h  Infantry made any advance tha t  

day, reaching l e  C h a r n e l  and c l ea r ing  it i n  t h e  l a t e  afternoon. "Judging 

129 

some 300 l5E-m. r i f l e d  tubes and quan t i t i e s  of green c ross  p r o j e c t i l e s  with 
t h e i r  fuses drawn. 
f i r e "  on t h e  night of 14 - 15 Ju ly  (Ltr. Dco t o  C CwS, 6 A u g ,  sub: R p t  on 
German Gas Material,  GAF - 3rd Div). This  was one of t h r e e  projector  ins ta l-  
l a t i o n s ,  above Barzy, So i l ly ,  and Dmnans, i n s t a l l e d  t h e  n ight  of t h e  at tack.  
Less than  half t h e  p r o j e c t i l e s ,  or  247, were f i r a d  a t  h r z y  bofore "flanking 
f i r e"  forced evacuation ( R p t  151/1B, 3 8 t h  Pioneer Rn, 17 J u l ,  i n  36th Div 
records, GFD 187, f o l  I, pp. 50 - 57). 

130 

(French F i l o s  Box 107, 30.1)1 
24 Jul! History, pp. 140 - 41. 

In t h e  va l l ey  a t  Argentol, 3rd Div found a Gennan projector  ba t te ry  of 

"The whole posi t ion had beon knocked about by our a r t y  

Soe also p. hc. above. 

38th Fr Corps Order 1852/3, 1600, 24 J u l ,  Ins t ruc t ions  pour l a  Poursuite 
FO 13, 3rd Div,  1845, 24 J u l !  FO 14, n.h., 
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from the gravbs Oh the gfound,” the  advance cost $00 men.131 ThB suppart 

ba t t a l ion  of 4th Inkantry8 a f t a t  suf fer ing  a v io len t  entmy bombardment nf < 

gaa and HE a t  les Franquets Farm a t  dusk, was ordebed up t a  l a  ChoMtel t o  

r e l i eve  t h 8  u n i t  holding t h b  town.132 It a r r ived  t o  f ind  the  b t r & t $  of 

l e  Channel &wept by b n b y  machine gun& f i r i n g  from 18 Chdrmel Chatmu, t o  

t h e  eas t  of thb town.133 Tha 7 t h  Infantry MI$ ordbred t b  take t h e  chateau 

t h e  next morning. 

i 

”Thb unfoptunatb a t tack“  of t h b  7th Infantry #gainst  fr Chatffiel Chatmu 

on 26 July f a l l ad  whdn, rlportedly, thb  FFOhbtl i n  t h e  FU?&t dU R1b weed unnble 

Lo advancn. 

%uFftm&I HbWy ldSwh  MI Mgh @ ~ l U S i W h  and tllkl~turd] gd# khih forming 

in t h a b o i b  du chb+ibblI fop t h e  a t thck  and whUn t h e  v i l l d g l l  [Bf &gatit011 

south of the town of l e  Charhe1 Wa$ rWchWd, thd  ba t t a l ion  was reduced to 

tko hundbd &n bnd HvC, ofPicers’ and %a disorganited that [it was useless 

for] f u k k h k  kctlo91.” Beceuse of t h e  boni&Mnt,  n)i ther  of t h e  two rsmaln- 

#bH bEcurat6iy, on t h r  Bight af t h e ’ f s t h  thb  dl3Bblt ba t ta l ion  

i’ionl 09 %hb 7th  Infant ry  l n  the Boib du ChsMbl, which W ~ R  alao  

occupied by ‘%h%t hal f  of t h e  30th Infatitry,” were i n  condition t o  make 
.a 

the a t t a d k .  Mlhisn tho kmnbhr&imnt cam the9 WbPe simply ordered t o  d ig  in .  i 

131 L@zk,, $& A t a c k  of t h o  3rd Div a t  l o  d h a n e l  on 25 J u l , ”  Apr 1919 
(3rU D i V  B69 il, 1’8.2). 

132 
4 th  Inf, 23 - 26 Jul (3rd Div Box 33, 20zoit). said woods 

a t  93AJ4W.5 h w  af F+anqMts We] ms heavily gassed w i t h  phosgene and mus- 
law gas during We night, causing “a number o f  casual t ies .”  

133 
dOR, 3rd Divi 25 end 26 Juli  History, pp. 60 - 61. 

Dally ~In’t’bi 



. Q-I t h e  night  of 26 July,  S ix th  Army ordered a day's rest f o r  a l l  troops- 

Amy would a t t a c k  again a t  2140 on the 27th, a f t e r  another of i ts ten-mSnute 

a r t l l l e r y  preparations. In  view of the  depleted ranks Of 3rd Division, the 

brigade of t h e  28th Division that h a d  a r r ived  from t h e  Marne would make t h e  

next advance, t o  Courmont end Roncheres, w i t h  t he  39th French and 3rd Divi- 

sions cleaning up t h e  r ea r .  

t h e  ins t ruc t iona  

w i l l  be absolutely forbidden t o  f i re  a n y  r i f l e  o r  revolver shots; a l l  fight-  

ing should be done with cold s t e e l  only." 135 

The corps order f o r  the  a t t ack  concluded w i t h  

"During t h e  advance and u n t i l  daylight ,  t h e  a t tacking  troops 

B u t  none of t h i s  Wa8 ca r r i ed  out. 

Again leaving behind s a c r i f i c e  machine gun u n i t s ,  t h e  enemy drew back 

during t h e  night  of 26 - 27 Ju ly  almost t h r e e  kilometers t o  t h e  "Dora" posi t ion 

on t h e  l ine of t h e  Ourcq, taking up outpost posi t ions on t h e  high wooded grouhd 

134 

sub; Opns, July  14 - 31 (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6). 
brigade, reported 1 man k i l l e d  and 2 o f f i c e r s  and 22 men burned by mustard 

9 AMlySi8,p. 89)  f a i l  t o  support tho  History o r  any o ther  records. 

t o  Seventh Army, 
26 Ju l  (GFB 120, f o l  I ,  p. 69); "During the  night our a r t i l l e r y  car r ied  out 
the  yellow c ross  shoot according t o  plan." 

18.8), says nothing about the  gas a t t ack ,  only t h a t  le  Charmel Chateau should 
have been neutral ized by t h e  d iv is ion  155's and was not. 

135 

History, p. 981 DOR, 27 Jul; L t r  rpt, CG 5 th  Brig t o  CG 3rd Div, 6 AUg, 
Co B 8 t h  ffi Bn, w i t h  t h e  

as  t h a t  night (History, p. 122). Here a s  elsewhere t h e  hoePadmission lists 

The only German record of t h e  gassing 16 Rpt, 

& m a ,  "The Attack of 3rd Div...July 26 t o  J u l y  29," n.d. (3rd Div Box 4, 

Gen opns Order 164, 3rd Bur, 3 8 t h  Corps,  2350, 26 J u l  (3rd Div B c x  19, 
32.7). 



around Ronchkrec. 

The a r t i l l e r y  must render t h e  approach of t h e  enemy -: JLEficult  a s  p m p i h l n - . . .  
When the  enemy doploys i n  eoopod aroau [whore regular  harassing with 
d i f f i c u l t  [and loso  offoct ivoJ,  it is irnpmtant t o  s h n l l  continual ly w!.th 

brought up i n  noff ic iont  quantity. 
Lnfantry can brnt bo protacted from e p p y  a r t i l l e r y .  
continue harnnoinq tho  h r n o  hrbdgaa. i* 
From i t s  new positions t h e  enemy guns were t o  keep t h e  oncoming troops under 

constant gas rnd HE f i r e  8s t h o y  rdged forward.'3' 

For t h a  nnw b a t t l e ,  s a id  QXAs-Wi&wrq, 

is 

yellow cross  a l l  t r a f f i c  Points  and approach routnrr. Yellow C E ~ G  w i l l  ha 
Dy continual  a c t i v i t y  of t h i s  kind t h o  

Long-rango guns rnrrot. 

- 

1 

The d9y o f  rest wa5 rhnrt-lived. With the  enemy 'gone, corpa n t  n m n  

ordtlred t h e  5 t h  Prigade [not t h e  28th Pivirrion) t o  take UD thn pltrnlIit a t  

once end reach t h e  l i n e ,  north edge of For8t do Ris - Roncheros - southwent 

corner of Bola do Meunihre (Hi l l  231) by n igh t fa l l .  

ca sua l t i e r  of t h e  previous day's f ight ing  brought i n t o  t h e  advanced dressing 

s t a t i o n ,  three of t h e  s i x  b a t t a l i o n s  i n  t h e  brigade were declnred t o t a l l y  

" u n f i t  fo r  fu r the r  action."  Poth regiments, said t h e  brigade conm~ndor, 

were so worn out t h a t  " t h e  reputat ion of 3 Div w i l l  su f fe r  if...further 

demends a r e  nude on them." There is evidence t h a t  i n  t he  seven days s ince 

crossing the  hhrne t h e  d iv i s ion  had taken well over 1,250 gas casua l t j c s  i n  

addi t ion  t o  i t s  machine gun and high explosive casualties.138 

1 

But a t  noon, with 393 

~ 

136 - 
Ia 1468, 26 Ju l ,  sub: Ins t ruc t ions  f o r  the b a t t l e  i n  thc  

FB 120, f o l  I, p. 72). 

137 
See OORs, 3rd Dlv, 26 - 30 Jul.  

138 

CofS, 1215, 27 Jul (3rd Div e o ~  15, 3>'.16); , n a : , s i j ,  p. 8';. 
FTl 13, 3rd Div, 1300, -7 Jul; Do", 26 - 27 i u l t  Msg, CG 9th Urig t o  



With l i t t l e  opposition on t h e i r  inmediate f ron t s ,  t h e  French on the  

l e f t  were reported pushing toward Courmont and Cierges and t h e  4 th  American 

Division, which had re l ieved t h e  French on t h e  r i g h t  t h e  day before, was 

s a i d  t o  be advancing rapidly through the  Forat de Rfs. The 3rd Division 

order  that afternoon d i rec ted  t h e  6 t h  Brigade, f o r  several  days too worn out 

t o  move, t o  retire behind t h e  Marne. 

was t o  keep going. 

to  assemble around t h e  regimental PC and regroup. 

reached V i l l a r d e l l e  Fsnn.139 

The 5 t h  Brigade, lese t h e  7 th  Infantry,  

Thoroughly disorganized, the  7th Infantry ws direc ted  

A t  dusk, t h e  4th Infantry 

It was a misnomer t o  speak of brigades or even regiments now, so badly 

sca t t e red  were t h e  u n i t s  of 3rd Division and so incapable of e f f ec t ive  ection. 

Furthermore, despi te  t h e  f ront  represented on Map No. 8, t h e  diviaion sector  

had a c t u a l l y  contracted so that a s ingle  ba t t a l ion  could span it.140 O n l y  

t h e  4th Infantry could muster such a u n i t ,  and it was probably PrOViSiOMl. 

On t h e  morning of t h e  28th, corps and Army reported t h e  enemy t o  be i n  

f u l l  retreat and 5 th  Brigade was ordered t o  regain contact with t h e  enemy 

lmed ia te ly .  It was t o  advance t o  t h e  Vesle, reaching t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 

139 

Order 158, 3rd Div, 1230, 27 J u l  (gS& i n  the  Wy, V ,  607 - 609k 
and 44'1 yellow cross  s h o l l s  on Faviere Farm i n  t h e  4 t h  Div sec tor  on 27 
J u l  and 150 blue cross and 195 yellow cross  on t h a t  front  on 28 Jul. 

140 

FO 15, above; DOR, 3rd Div,  27 - 28 J u l ;  History, p. 1621 G - 3 
Ark0 130 IYD reported put t ing  heavy f i re  on t h e  Fresnes-Courmont area 

G - 3 Order 158, above. 



St .  Gilles t h a t  evening-a d i s t a n c e  of a lmost  25 k i l o r n e t e r ~ . ~ ~ l  

Of V f l l i r d e l l e  farm a t  1100, by 1530 hours  t h e  4 t h  Ipz:-%y had crossed  t h e  

Ourcq and eh te red  Roncheres. 

meter above t h e  tOMl and h a l t e d  f o r  t h e  n igh t .  

French had i n  mind. 

Moving o u t  

The l i n e  c a u t i o u s l y  advanced about a h a l f  k i l o-  - 

I t  vm6 not  t h e  advance t h e  
i) 

The n e x t  morning a s i n g l e  ba t t a l ion  o f  4 t h . I n f a n t r y  adVanced t o  t h e  

a t t a c k ,  only  t o  h i t  t h e  ground about  200 yards  from t h e  Bois den Grimpottes 

as  massed michine guns i n  Grimpot tes  and i n  t h e  Bols do Munibre pu t  down nn 

a lmost  solid cur ta in  o f  fire. The b r i p s d e  could ga no 

A t  midnight en 28 J u l y ,  element6 of t h e  32nd b h i n i b n  arrived a t  Villaz- 

d e l l e  end B a b e  Ferns w i t h  o r d a t e  f r m  ~ o t p s  to  relieve t h e  3rd Dide lOn  

regiments  i n  tho  line "19 &wg , y ~ b - e ,  i n  t h e  morning end i n  t h e  a f t e r n o 0 n Y  

60 a s  t o  keep t h e  forward movement continuous." 143 

l i t t l e  knowledge of t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of 3 rd  Diviaim. 

b e f o r e  t h e  32nd Division could  complete the r e l i e f ,  owing t o  t h e  enemy's 

h a r a s s i n g  f i re  t h e  Prev ious  dsy and n igh t .  

Corpo a p p a r e n t l y  h3d 

It was noon on 30 J u l y  

141 
FO 16, 3rd Div, 01545, 28 Jul. 

142 

t o  J u l y  29," ahwe. 

143 

Po 18, 3rd Divt 2310, 28 J u l i  b n z a ,  "The Attack of 3 rd  Div...July 26 

Ordre h r t i c u h r  1923/3, 3 rd  Wlr, 3 8 t h  Fr  Corps,  1850, 28 J u l  (3 rd  
Div PIOX 18, 32.7). 



The 3rd Division, i ts  morale ser ious ly  shaken by t h e  bombardment of 

15 Ju ly  and i n  poor ahape f o r  t h e  rigors of pursuit ,  had not m d e  a good shm.- 

lng i n  the arbance t o  Aoncheres. 

had received rep lacment s  - almost 4,000 of them -- and had been shoved 

i n t o  an ac t ion  f o r  which it was not prepared. 

Instead of  being re l ieved a t  t h e  Marne, it 

On t,he 1:efcrp the formal r e l i s f r  t he  4th and 7 t h  Infantry s t a r t e d  

Crossing, t h e y  joined t h e  rest Of t h e  divi- on t h e i r  way back t o  t h e  &me. 

sion i n  t h e  t o m s  and farms t h ey  had l e f t  j u s t  t h e  week before.14’ 

G - 3 had long giwrr  up t r y i n g  t o  repor t  o r  even estimate d a i l y  casual- 

ties, but on 30 J u l y ,  admitting that no count was yet possible of t h e  k i l l e d  

and miasing, reported t h a t  t h e  d iv i s ion  f i e l d  hospi ta ls  between 15 and 28 July  

had evacuated f o r  a l l  causes (wounded, gassed, sick, injured, and s h a l l  

shocked) R t o t a l  Of 193 officers and 5,253 men. 145 

“Reconstruction of a sha t te red  Division” 

G - 1, c a l l i n g  f o r  infant ry  and nuchine gun replacements a f t e r  t h e  great  

bmbardmont, sa id  th r t  the d iv i s ion  lost almost 3,000 men botween 15 - 17 
J u l y .  

4,917 men !;iric,2 15 Ju1< and tht k i l l e d  and missing approximated 800. 

In :ti#. ..htmr c a l l  cn 27 July ,  G - 1 said the divls lon  had evacuated 

The , ,  

.__- -- .- 
144 

FU 19, 1930, 29 5111; Ijistory, pp. 63 -. 64. On 31 Aug t he  commander of t h e  
7 t h  Inf MS t x f d  t o  the 3rd D i v  t r a i n s  aiid C o l  B u t t s  of t h e  30th Inf took over 
t h e  7 t h ,  h i s  a d j u t a n t  replacing him ( f l i s t o ry ,  p. 190). 

145 
DOR, 3rd D i v ,  20 - 29 Jul .  
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divis ion  had received 3,864 replacements but still  needed another 1,853. 

Four days l a t e r ,  as t he  d iv is ion  completed n hurtierf bouht of i t s  lOSSe6, 

the requlsiticn was incrmsed from 1,853 t o  a t o t a l  of l C -  c f f fco r s  and 

3 , 4 4 ~  men, erc~veive nf at t f i l lespen.146 

On 30 July, Colonel Kelton, DivislOn Chief of S t a f f ,  wrote i n  a pattsonal 

l e t t e r  t o  Col. FOX Connnr, G - 3 GHQ AEFt 

I em enclosing a copy of Divisional Order 161 ivhlth shows you the flrst nscm- 
s3ry stePs in t h e  rocanot.ruct1on o f  ti shnttered division. No one yet ha8 anw 
acc~irati? knawlodgs a! o m  to t31 leeses. 
ovawited fro5 t h o  h t t l o  fLeld 193 o i f l c o r s  ond 5,243 man einco July 15th for  
~olinds,  gas ox ahall. ahock nl t h i t  70 8f those hnvh died slhco Wacuatbn.... 
In  t h o  c85e of Eutt’s [?loth. 1 seglrnont, one hi9 shal l  deotrclyed not enly a l l  of 
tho r c g i n m t s l  rc*JOrd8, kut k!dlrd prnc t i ca l ly  n i l  Of t h e  heaUquart6rs personnel.147 

I enlg khaw ?iccrlratoly t h a t  r% h w a  

T h e  order tm nfraied t8, iswatt t h b t  m e  day ,  Call& fst IbSts  Qf 

replaoelUnti trm &A2 unite, a rtateSW%t a5  t o  %he completion (rf thd t&t%snlza- 

t l o n  of units Md of t h s l r  reeomi~, &tall& ogarstlans repert* ef betioh l l nce  

13 July ,  r epor t s  of ~11swltie6 and sf prlsarnrrs 8nrl mterlbl 64Ptut6d -- a l l  

repOrtr t o  be apditsb and unlt r.tard$ to  b *sorgef~izcl ‘ k i t h  t h e  grea tes t  

d i r m t c h  i n  0t.drr t a  prt tha d iv i s ion  In cordlt*wa PO t*k& tip the question 

of t r a i n i n g  ond t6 prepare f ~ r  its return t o  duty i n  t h e  line.” 149 

144 

31 3.11, sub: 

147 

33.6). 

148 

Telgr, 0 - 8 3A Div to  0 - 1 I Corps, 17 arrd 27 J u l ;  Memo, Div kdj ,  
Replaceioent Requisition (3rd Div Box 3, 12.3)- 

L t r ,  Col fief%. H. C. Yelton t o  Col Tor. Conher, 30 J u l  ( h i  Div  Box 31, 

0 - 3 &dul 161, 3rd Div, 1600 h r ,  30 Jul (3rL! >iv Box 13, 32.13). 

. 



Two days l a t e r ,  General  Dickman c a l l e d  a conference of h i s  s t a f f  and 

u n i t  c o m n d e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  immediate t r a i n i n g  problems and review t h e  l e s s o n s  

of t h e  campaign. 

The first t h i n g  we want is some d a l l y  close- order d r i l l  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  
cohesion,  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  format ion of units.. .and t o  renew t h e  s p i r i t  of 
obedience and d inc ip l ine . . . . a f t e r  a pe r iod  of comparative disorder...We 
shall, of course, want t o  r e e q u i p  t h e  units.... 

Speaking o f  t h e  advance above t h e  Marne, he s a i d :  

When we went across and s t a r t e d  n o r t h ,  General  D3 Mondesire t o l d  ms: 
your s e c t o r  - nice, easy,  open country. . . ."  I don ' t  t h i n k  he  meant t o  b9 
s a r c a s t i c .  
t h a t  country.  
woods -- workins i n  t h o  wooded a r e a  would hove rave4 tho livos Of 8 gord many 
men. 

"There's 

But we r e a l i z e d  v e r y  soon t h a t . . . i t  was impossible  t o  cdvnnce i n  
T h a t  was t h o  reason I give  you d i r e c t i o n s  t o  work throgph t h e  

I n d i r e c t l y  answering General  Dickman, a n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  c o l o n e l  a few minutes 

l a t e r  m i d  t h a t  " A t  le  Charmel....they prt g a s  i n  t h e  woods where thoy had 

sem our  troops."  

Eoth Colonel  Kelton and General Dickman r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  Of a l l e g e d  

l o o t i n g  by t h e  French o f  packs t h a t  were l e f t  behind i n  t h e  advance, a s u b  

j ec t ,  wi th  ot.her animadverslons on t h e  Fronch, t h a t  Kelton alro covered i n  

g r e a t  de t a i l  and invective i n  pe rsona l  l o t t e r s  t o  Col. Fox Conner a t  AEF 

headquarters.149 Kel ton concluded t h e  conference by ray ing  t h a t  he  had not  

149 

(3rd Div Box 21, 33 .6 ) .  The persistent and h igh ly  v o c a l  anti- French &enti- 
ment f i n a l l y  l e d  t o  I11 Corps GO 13, 4 Aug, p r b l i s h e d  as  Merr.0 116, 3rd Div, 
6 Aug (3rd Div Eox 1, l O . 2 ) ,  which s a i d  t h a t  o f f i c e r s  and men must " E C N ~ U -  
l o u s l y  re f ra in  from any criticism o f  t h e  mili tary conduct o r  mothods of... 
our  Allies." 

Kelton, Spec R p t  on Opns o f  3rd Div, 15 - 31 J u l ,  n.d., and a tcMcOrresp  

To t h e  end of t h e  war "the opinion Preva i l ed  among a l l  r anks  of t h e  d i v G  
s i o n  t h a t  t h o  French a s s i g n e d  t h e  meanest and most d i f f i c u l t  sectors t o  the  
American t roops ."  L t r .  h j  Qen Robt. I-. Home, CG, 3rd Div t o  G - 3 GUQ AEF, 
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yet  seen anything from organizat ion c o m n d e r s  a s  a r e s u l t  of Order 161, 

although replacement l l b t s  were needed i m e d i e t e l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  order  

t o  r equ i s i t i on  o f f i c e r s  and men f o r  SPeclal iSt  d b t i e s  and f o r  schools of 

ins t ruc t ion  i n  t h e  divis ion.  

t h e  d iv is ion  would resume t h e  t r a i n i n g  program in ter rupted  by i t s  hilrrierl 

en t ry  i n t o  batt16.150 

After  recons t ruc t ing  personnel and r e f i t t i n g ,  

Rut a t  t h a t  point pians f o r  recons t ivc t ion  and traifiirig were in ter rupted ,  

not t o  be resumed o n t i 1  16 AUguSt.lJ1 

"The horror5 Of the Vesle" 

On 2 August t h e  G e m n  -y reached t h e  north bank of t h e  Vesle, 

some 30 kildmCterr above t h e  Marne. 

6 th  Brigade of 3rd Division up from t h e  b m e  t o  t h e  Vesle, t o  support t h o  

111 French Corpe t h r u s t  above t h e  river.152 

That day Sixth French n n y  ordered t h e  

149 (contimredj 
19 Dec, oub: Confident ial  Report . (3rd Div Box 22,' 33.6). Cf. Perk l t r ,  Dfckmso 

ldhf# i  br GS; 8 H b  1928 (3i.d D i v  BOX 3,  11.41. 

150 
ka & Cilndral dickmsn a t  3rd Di'v COnf j  1 Aug (3rd Div Box 25, 50.1). 

151 
i6e; 3rd Div, 6 AUg, sub: Standing Orde t6 A U ~ U ~  5 (3rd 

Div Boi 131 32..13), w i t h  a long slscthi on @As ddfensb m u r b ;  sdbms t o  
h3be We% &p6eial l$ prepared t o  replace copies  l o s t  durinCj t h e  campaign. 
Later  resumption of tng  is described i n  Tng Memos 32 - 34 an 18, 22, and 28 
Aug (3rd Div Box 25, 50.4). 

0 -  3 

152 
FO 21; 3rd D i V ,  n.h., 2 Aug. The day was also memorable f o r  an at tack by 

Germari Planes. with almost 2,000 bombs along t h e  r a i l road  from Chateau T h l e r r y  
t o  Mezy. "No damage reported,"  sa id  WR, 31d Div, 2 tug. 
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Reaching Roncheres a t  dusk on 4 August, t h e  38th and 30th Infantry,  

in column,Paused b r i e f l y  and then resumed t h e i r  march i n  dr iv ing  ra in  t o  

t h e  f ront ,  21 kilometers away. 

forces i n  and around St. Gilles, but "between it and t h e  column [as i t  

approached] were a mi l l ion  f l a shes  on t h e  ground where German shells of high 

explosive and gas were s tr iking."  No French guides appeared t o  lead t h e  

column i n  and it was t h e  night  of 5 August before t h e  38th W e d  through 

St. Gilles up t o  Villette,  where i t s  advance un i t s  were met by a German raid- 

ing B r t y  from across  t h e  river.153 

Orders d i rec ted  t h e  r e l i e f  of French infant ry  

On 7 August, a f t e r  a day of reorganizing, t h e  38th Infantry was ordered 

t o  c m 5 j  .tie Vesle, i n  broad daylight  and i n  t h e  wake of an eight-minute 

barrage, and e s t a b l i s h  bridgeheads th ree  kilometers t o  the  north. "It might 

have been possible for t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  by laying down a smoke screen. t o  have 

a s s i s t e d  t h e  operation, but no such attempt...was made." 144 

t h e  1st Bat ta l ion  got over t h e  r i v e r ,  only t o  be driven back w i t h  6evere losses, 

and a f t e r  hours of ba t t e r ing  by enemy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h e  ba t t a l ion  had t o  be 

rel ieved t h e  nex t  day- 

below V i l l e t t e  t h e  n ight  before, had been put out of ac t ion ,  and th. reserve 

Two platoons of 

Meanwhile, i ts  support ba t ta l ion ,  "drenched with gas" 

153 

function a s  a d iv is ion ,  and w i t h  t h a t  3rd Div DORs ceased. 

154 

DlV Box 30, 18.2). 

History, p. 163. On 4 Aug G - 3 reported tha t  the  6 th  B r i g  would 

Field repor t ,  Lanza, "The 6 t h  Brigade a t  t he  Vesle," 7 Apr 1919 (3rd 

- 81 - 



3 r d  Battal ion was a l l  t h a t  was left.155 

On t h e  nlght  of 8 - 9 August, cminq up t o  mke the  r e l i e f  "through a 

severe gas bombardment of t h e  heights  t o  t h e  south, which...rolled t h e  

mustard and phosgene back down i n t o  t h e  valley,  t h o  Third Battal ion beGan 

its share Of the  horrors  of t h e  Vesle." 156 

ba t t a l ions  of t h e  38th Infantry were i n  shambles and the  supporting 30th 

Infantry was ordered ub  t o  continue t h e  a t t ack  on t h e  morning of 10 August. 

By t h e  nlght  of t h e  9 t h  a l l  three  

Just tw platoons of t h e  30th were i n  posi t ion a t  t he  hour of a t t ack  and 

though they t r i e d  t o  cross ,  they could not rmke it. The following morning 

t h e  whole of t h e  6 t h  Brigade was rel ieved by French u n i t s  and by n igh t fa l l  

it was back over t h e  

A week after  t h e  f i a sco  a t  t h e  Vl)s1€1, the 3rd Division was in bivouac 

a t  Gondrecourt ge t t ing  ready t o  complete t h e  t r a in inn  !,.tograh f nterrupted 

th ree  months NfQra. 

e f f e c t 8  of t h e  poisonous gas  used by t h e  efiemy l e f t  some of  t he  men i n  

Theta it was observed t b a t  "l~illicWqh t h e  3njnrioUs 
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poor hea l th  for a short  time, t h e  grea t  majority Of ,them regained t h e i r  

s t rength  very soon and gradually t h e  f u l l  t r a in ing  schedule was resumed." 158 

If t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h ree  week6 of gas were shaken o f f ,  t h e  experience 

was not, a s  l a t e r  wholesale s t raggl ing  i n  t h e  d iv is ion  pzoVed* 

probably by design that  General Dickman, commanding N Corps i n  the  St. Mihiel 

operation, kept h i s  former 3rd Division i n  reserve during t h e  Campaign. 

29 September, thoroughly rested,  it was sent t o  relieve t h e  79th Division 

i n  t h e  Heure-Argonne Battle.159 

It was 

On 

ANALYSIS 

3rd Division Casualtie6 

Colonel Kelton, Chief of S ta f f ,  was ce r t a in  that during t h e  battle Of 

15 J u l y  over 15,000 Germans crossed t h e  Marne i n  t h e  3rd Division and 125th 

French Division sec tors ,  and t h a t  on t h e  morning of 16 July  more than 5,000 

German6 l a y  dead on t h e  3rd Division f ront ,  a t  a cos t  t o  the division of 

almost 3,000 o f f i c e r s  and men. 

By 30 July ,  following t h e  advance above t h e  Marne (21 - 29 Jbly),  divi- 

More t han  4,000 men had f a l l e n  sion casualt ie6 exceeded 7,000, sa id  Kelton. 

158 
History, p. 64. 

159 

Analysis, p. 101. 
His tory,  pp. 101 - 102. Concerning the  straggling i n  October, see 
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hecause 

The French Cormnand forced us far beyond anything they might expect t o  obtain 

than the biq fight o f  tha 15th  n the subsequent shelling which continued 

with their own troops....The rnlchine p n  resir ancp, coupled wi th  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  [during thm advance1 cost U 8  as nuny, i f  n o d  a Little more, taeual t ies  
during the 16th, 17th and 10th. %68 

Kaltonc$ ftguree are excssrive for the period8 h r  rewrts but axe reh- 

tlvsly aocunta  fQr the  en t i re  campaign, including tho casusl t ies  a t  Chateau 

Thierryr  H i l l  @4, rnd Bois de Eelleau i n  June and the cost of the i n s u l t  a t  

the Verle i n  Augtrst. Thus the division history (pp* 363 - 64) reported the 

cost of the Aime-Wsrne campaign as 7,971 offleers and men (Table NO0 1). 

i 

Tablo Ma. 1 

LC@SEg OF 3rd DIVISION It4 A U  W A l G l u s  

Aisne - krne Meuse - Argonne 

51 1218 
211 5130 
55 1182 
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The Ba t t l e  Monuments Commis?ion s t u d y  of t h e  3rd Division sa id  t h a t  i n  

t he  Aisne-hfarno campaign, between 31 May and 13 Auqif,t, t h e  k i l l e d  and wounded 

(including gassed) amounted t o  7,177 o f f i c e r s  and rnen.l6l 

The f igu re  of 7,177 is i n  f a i r  agreement w i t h  the  o f f i c i a l  Medical 

Department t o t a l  of 7,193 k i l l e d ,  gessed, and wounded i n  t h e  campaign,162 

and with t h e  t o t a l  of 7,105 k i l l e d ,  tqassed. wounded, and PN (psychoneuroses) 

found by an a c t u a l  count of c a s u a l t i e s  i n  a v a i l a b l e  d iv i s ion  ho rp i t a l  admis- 

s ion  l ists.  

represented i n  Table No. 2.1a The deaths i n  Table No. 2 a r e  from a 3rd 

Division compilation h i c h  i s  f u r t h e r  broken down i n  Tabla No. 3 t o  thow 

T h i s  l a t t e r  count, w i t h  28th Division c a s m l t i e r  included, is 

t h e  incidence of deaths by u n i t s  ( see  r epor t  i n  Med Dept Box 3432). 

161 

p. 53. 

162 

XV, M 4 c a l  and w u a l t v  St- (Washington, D.C., 19231, pp. 1048 - 
1169. 
1 Jun  and 20 A u ~ .  

163 

34471, FH 26 (Ned Dept Box 34481, and FH 27 (Med Dopt Box 34%). 
c a s u a l t i e s  a r e  from lists of both 3rd and 28th Div f i e l d  hosp i t a l s  i n  Med 
Dopt Boxes 3143, 31.50, 3637, and 3640. 

Div (t&, p. 818). reported 917 k i l l e d ,  3261 wounded, 1762 gassed, and 47 
missing, a t o t a l  o f  5986, as of t h a t  date .  

The 3rd Div Sum of Opns i n  the  &?.&J&u (Wafihington, D.C., 1944), 

Compiled from data  i n  Mad DePt of t h e  U.S. Amy in t h e  W r  l d  Wq_r, vol.  

Tho count rhowo 1182 k i l l e d ,  3843 wounded, and 2168 gassed bctween 

Compiled from l is ts  of  FH 5 (Med Dept Box 3443), FH 7 (Med Dept Box 
28th Div 

Memo, Dlv Adj f o r  CofS 3rd Div, 2130, 4 nug, sub: Casual t ies  in 3rd 
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Tahle No. 2 

CASUALTIES IN DIWISlON HosPIT4L RECDRDLS 

3rd DIVISfobl 

4-30JwlQ 
1 - 14 JUiy 

15 - 17 &ly 
18 - 31 July 
1 -  6m 
7 - 14 AUQ 

28th DIVISION 

15 - 17 July 
18 - 31 July 

1 -  2AUg 

13 
9 

789 
1078 

13 
232 

2145 
_I 

378 
615 
99 

E092 

3238 

- 
- - 

164 
37 

1297 
1421 

300 
3219 

283 
818 
75 

1178 

- 
- 

- 
4341 
n=. 

* 
Kflled f Total 

- 
c831 1 1142 

187 
71 

2832 
3342 

16 
654 

71C5 

719 
16913 
LOS 

2598 

9703 

- 

I_ 

- - 
R E W  OF DEATHS, 3rd DmISIoN 

7th Enf 30th Inf 38th Inf Others T o t a l  4th Inf - 

1 - 14 Ah9 3 2 3 5 15 28 
15 July 19 162 148 162 115 626 

16 - 31 JULY 120 75 62 53 $0 390 
98 

149 ,I I! I ?:!.> 503 22 I 1IJ2 
- 17 - 63 - 9 - 1 - 17 xtrg 7 2 - - 

i 
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. 

Of these  1,142 deaths, 16 were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  gas, 196 t o  gunshot wounds, 

130 t o  shrapnel, 644 t o  HE s h e l l ,  and 156 were "unknown." 

Two sets of f igures  i n  Table No. 2 seem suspect, those f o r  the periods 

4 - 30 June and 1 - 6 August, 

wounded i n  the  u n i t s  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  2nd and 39th French Dlvirionr (narrative, Pp- 

5, 9-10], of which no record appear8 i n  3rd Division hospi ta l  lirtr. 

casua l t i e s  f o r  1 - 6 August are contradicted by t h e  Division Surgeon who 

reported 25 garred, 11 wounded, and 14 FN i n  that  period.164 

In  June t h e r e  wore a t  least 64 k i l l e d  and 331 

A n l  t h e  

More in teres t ing ,  i n  view of t h e  complete abeence of gar attack reports 

t o  subs tant ia te  it, is a monthly gas-casualty repor t  by Major Someme11 t h a t  

sbws 24 gas casua l t i e s  i n  the  period 1 - 14 July ,  1,217 In t h e  period 15 - 
17 July,  and 2,030 i n  t h e  poriod 18 - 31 J u l y  - a to ta l  of 3,271 gas casual- 

ties during July. In h i s  long account of t h e  15 Ju ly  bonbrdment he had 

reported 1,%9 gar c a s u a l t i e s b a s e d  on 3rd Division hospi ta l  roturnr, a r  

represented i n  Table No. 4.165 Later, when he made up t h e  monthly return,  

there t o t a l s ,  exclurive of 28th Division f igurer ,  were revired t o  70,  608, 

and 1,042, f o r  a t o t a l  of 1,720.166 

164 

f o l  6 ) .  

165 

15 (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3). 

166 OGO, Monthly Rpt of Gar Casualtior, July,  1918, signed by Major Somervoll. 
The data of t h i s  r p t  epporrr i n  Ltr, CGo 111 Corps t o  C CWS, 10 Aug, subs Monthly 
Report (both i n  War DePt Hist BOX 297, 12.3). 

~emo.  Div w r g  t o  JII corps Surgeon, 6 Aug, n-8. ( k d  b p t  BOX 34308 

Ltr, DGO t o  G - 3 3rd Div, 21 Jul ,  rub1 Report on Gas Attack, Ju ly  14 - 
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. . . .  ... , . 

15 181 
233 66 

40 160 
123 20 
236 215 

' 6  72 
177 4rl 

5 45 
29 6 

3 atti Infairtry 
7th htcrntiy 4 

2 30th inf4ihtry 
4 38th infant)y 

4 8th R 9th KG Ens 
Field A r t l l h Y  17 

3 

6th  E n j h s k t s  21 

Medical t r a i n  3 

Other elements c _. c 
1295 = 1459 61 282 

10 

19 
- 28th Division 103 

3.45 
- 

The t o t h i  of 1,967 g35 c&SUalties (in TablY, Mo. 4) resul ted ,  r a id  Major 

somi~ell, from "the compulsory evacuation of a l l  case6 which reported i n  as 

ward. 6 .&ich thus i n f l a t e d  t h e  hospital  l i h t s .  - t o  Li preposterous degree, " 

By cmparison with t h a t  of t he  d a i l y  admibbion lists Of t he  f i e l d  hospi ta ls ,  

t h i 6  t b t e l  was t o  becMe even mote '*pr&posterou&" by t h e  end of the  month. 

It 1s not p o d b l e ,  with present knowledge# t o  do more than represent ,  

i n  Table #o. 5, the  a l l y  ga$ c a s u a l t i e s  s h m  i n  t h e  f i e l d  hospi ta l  

&&daiioh 1i6ts3  t h e  d a l l y  casua l t i e s  heparbtely reported by FH 5, t h e  

divi6ion gab halrpital ( i n  t h e  first bracketall and thb d a l l y  t o t a l s  
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Table No. 5 

DAILY HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS, 15 - 31 JULY 

~- 

h t e  4th Xnf 7th Inf 30th Inf 38th Inf MG Ens 
&c, G9.9 FN Gas GSW FN Gas GSW PN Gas GSW FN G3s GSYl PN 

15 J u l  3 5  4 13 :? 5 12 3 9  5 6  
16 Jul  44 21 1 113 235 11 67 237 4 35 172 2 24 43 1 - 17 Ju l  42 29 1 38 141 ,27 43 61 2 23 66 3 18 5 1 
18 J u l  17 2 4 19 5 15 1% 17 9 6 5 1 

I 19 J u l  18 2 1 3 17 8 2 13 4 10 15 5 1 2  
20 3ul 3 5  8 6 2  1 6 1  7 25 9 2 1  
21 J u l  8 13 6 1 2  4 9  4h 3 3  3 3  
7'2 Jill 2 19 1 4 2  3 4 2  3 1 2 0 3  5 2  
73 J u l  25 37 5 2 27 3 2 2  20 117 14 9 11 4 
2.1 Jul 11 127 43 6 46 11 2 11 10 9 51 9 14 22 8 
25 J u l  14 37 33 1 5 4 48 123 15 17 12 5 4 5 7  
25 J U l  65 51 45 17 43 9 50 58 22 27 10 4 15 
27 Jt11 47 21 33 49 97 32 45 7 20 13 2 4 11 1 1 
28 Jul 42 28 4 3 12 5 7 1 . 3  2 1 1  3 
29 Jill 7.1 3 2 2 5 3 1  2 
20 Jill I1 33 4 4 3  1 . 1 2  1 . 1  1 1  
31 Jill 17 37 26 4 1% 8 10 2 13 6 3 4  1 2  

393 473 1E 269 b& 15 3T0 562 261 511 82 121 102 30 
- - -  - -- 

Artillery Engineers Others GAS TOTALSm RI Gas GS!V PN G ~ s  GSA PN Gas GS!Y PN 
FHs F'H5 DGO 

21 
01 
25 
13 
3 

19 
41 
6 

2 

3 
4 
2 
4 
2 
2 

51 25 24 

14 53 22 1 
16 2 14 2 1 
2 1  10 3 1  
3 1  4 
5 8 2  

2 6  

54 72 

1 
17 
25 
2 
1 
3 

18 
I 
4 

4 
2 

1 

2 

1 

4 
1 

3 

1 
1 

7 - -- --- 
228 219 13 194 68 15 

7 
34 
2 
8 
2 
2 
1 

3 
6 
2 

13 
9 

1 
2 
3 
7- 

95 

10 
38 
27 1 
1 

1 
2 
3 2  
2 
6 4  
1 
4 2  
5 

1 -- 
101 9 

73 
47 0 
244 
93 
47 
46 

115 
50 
61 
50 
87 
191 
1-18 
56 
37 
26 
43 

1867 

2 15 Jul 
20 16 J u l  
35 17 J u l  
15 18 Ju1 
28 19 J u l  
13 20 .Jill 
5 21 J u l  
9 22 Jul 

26 23 J i l l  
92 24 J u l  
66 25 J u l  
82 25 J u l  
92 27 J u l  
17 25 J u l  
3 29 J u l  
5 30 Jul 
62 31 J u l  

573 



zeported by Sonerve11 i n  h i s  monthly gas report ( i n  the  second brackets).167 

Of the 1,867 gas casualt ies admitted t o  the hospitals (Table No. S), 

the l ists indicate that  1,333 were diagwsed simply as "gasred,* 229 were 

tagged *mustard gas," 287 "gar inhalation," and 18 "phtevam." 

tafnty of diagnoeie i n  the  f i e ld  hobpi tah was even more marked a t  the regi- 

mental level, as wltnesn t h e  wholeeale decontadnaticn of the 30th Infantry 

the day a f t e r  the  bwnbsrcbRent (narrative, pp. 52-53). A D.BLbor Of the 30th 

Infantry Battalion Aid Station Said1 

Gar casea mn the  most d i f f i cu l t  of a l l  t o  handle. 
surgeon t o  properly diagnose h i s  cases. One has no means of knowing whether 
he is dealing with dolaycd gas poisoning o r  with a simple case of 0 3 6  Fright  .... [but] a l l  palpable cases of gas 

Thi s  uIIcer- 

It i r  inrpossibh for t h e  

sonfng were imedlately  evacuated, 
taking precdence over other canes. BB 

Similar confusion reigned i n  t h o  regiment apparently loart sffra ted by 

the  gas, tha 4th Infantry. Wlth only 89 gas cases rewrtd i n  Mapita1 l l a t s ,  

the  ~pimente.l. .urg.sn nwertheles t  np0rt.d thet I h e  handling 6f t h e  wig. 

nutical gas came pmwnted t h e  d i f f icu l ty  of relectlng f ro r  the Vera mrabors 

of -8-affectod tho raiously f m  the s l lpht ly  praed." 169 

167 
Kbta for  Table NO. 5 fr0m may WWCe a8 Tabh NO. 2) from Rpt Of Ameri- 

mn ei patients reedved a t  FH 5 ,  n.d. (Lt Ce$ T. 2. Feronbaugh, Med Hist of 
3rd Div, p. 81, i n  Mad Dept BM 3431, f o l  l)$ end from WO monthly Rpt for 

Ildao, D h  Surg for  CG 3rd Dlv, 28 hl, sub: 3rd Div patients through 
DiV FH8. &ly 18 - 91 (Mad Dept Box 343% to1  6 ) ,  differr s l ight ly  from 
Table No. 5 ,  shawlng 2753 wounded, 1761 gamed, 540 F?b 

168 

169 

July. 

Mdl Y l l i t  Of 3rd DLv, P. 117. 

Med M s ~  Of 3d Divp p. 79- 
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There seems l i t t l e  question that t h e  pr inc ipa l  e f f e c t  of t h e  gas born 

bardment during t h e  week of 15 J u l y  was t o  i n s t i l l  a sense of gas appreheb  

s ion  i n  t h e  d iv is ion  t h a t  endured t o  t h e  end of t h e  campaign. It is  not 

knorh when t h e  following event occurred i n  t h e  30th Infantry,  but it was 

probably during t h e  advance above t h e  Marne. 

One fonn of psychoneurosis, "Gas Fright,"  was very c o m n  but  most cases 
could be r e s to red  t o  t h e  l ines a f t e r  a few hours' rest. 
where an entire platoon of machine gunners developed t h i s  form Of psychosis. 
These men were ea t ing  t h e i r  meal j u s t  before dark when a s h e l l  f e l l  and burst 
a t  a d is tance  of about 100 meters. They continued ea t ing  and many of them 
had f in ished when someone yel led Gas2 
A l l  t h e  men were seized w i t h  gas f r i g h t  and a few minutes l a t e r  made t h e i r  
way t o  t h e  Aid Stat ion.  
diagnosed as gassed pa t ients .  They came i n  i n  a stooping posture, holding 
their abdomens and complaining of pains i n  t h e  stomach, while t h e i r  faces  
bore anxious, fr ightened expressions and some had even vomited. 
surance, tzeatment with t a b 1  

h e  instance occurred 

and sa id  t h e i r  food had been gassed. 

To an inexperienced eye they could have eas i ly  been 

After reas- 
s of sodium bicarbonate and a n ight ' s  rest 

they were quite well agaip. 1% 

- 
Other manifestat ions of apprehension which appear t o  be attributed t o  

t h e  gas f i r e  experienced by t h e  d iv i s ion  a r e  described by an o f f i c e r  Of the  

7th Machine Gun Battalion: 

Gas, g r e a t l y  feared a t  first, proved t o  be dangerous only i n  t h e  imnediate 
v i c i n i t y  of a she l l  bu r s t ,  and such a reas  could usual ly  be avoided. 
was a d i f f e r e n t  matter  indoors [where delay i n  maskfng or escaping t o  t h e  
open was almost c e r t a i n  t o  result i n  cesua l t i e s l .  

She l l  f i r e  and a general sense of insecur i ty  worked [ the d iv is ion]  i n t o  a 
high s t a t e  of nervoue tension,  evidenced by sharp comnands, Impatience 
bordering on in to lerance ,  and i n a b i l i t y  t o  grasp new s i t u  t i o n e  quickly. 
Orders not ca r r i ed  out  as issued jeopardized t h e  mission. !71 

But it 

170 
Med Hist of 3rd Div, p. 117- 

171 
Mendenhall, "The F i s t  i n  t h e  Dyke," Infantrv Journal (Jan 19361, 

p. 18. 
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S t i l l  another indication of the effect  of gas is revealed i n  a medical 

report that an epidemic of dysmtery tha t  ran through the dlvision between 

4 and i 4  August war at t r ibuted i n  part t o  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  %ny men had inhaled 

p o i o o ~ a u ~  gfas i n  -11 W n t i t i e s  [since 15 July], thus Iorrering their rests- 

tance and making them easy victims of any infection that Bight be pevalent." 

More rationally,  anohher medical off icer  ascrlbrd the  epldenrfc sferply t o  

the utter f a l t k  an0~unteNd everywhere north of the hrne-372  

* 
* 

i 

The nwltr o f  the  ma and HB fire on l b  July do not lend themselves 

t o  s t a t i s t i c a l  plrpo6er since blue cro8s g r s  ~dlphenylchloroarslne) was 

not used so much t o  achieve casualt ies as t o  neutralize troops, by k e e p  

ing them marked, making them tMnporarily ill, and apprehensive l e s t  they 

inhale any Lethal W n t  B b t  might k nixed wi th  the  blue cross f i re .  

Blue @roes shell, containing half high exploeiue and half ~011d 

dlphenylchlororrrine, was -re l ike ly  t o  produce HE casual t ier  t h e n  gas 

casualt ies against masked troops. This is wid& from the proportion of 

raswltiu on 15 July- Table No. 2 indicate. 1,167 gas cases and 1,582 

Hound c a m  lfi thb 3rd and 28th Divisfones a1  a result of appzoximately 

30,oOO blur arosa and 50,000 HE and shrapnel shel ls ,  or  a casualty for  

every 36 sh.118. 
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A r t i l l e r y  s h e l l  was not usual ly t h i s  e f f ec t ive  except agains t  unpro- 

tec ted  troops. The na r ra t iye  makes it c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  3rd and 28th Division 

were not entrenched, had few dugouts, and were densely massed i n  the  wooded 

a reas  Of t h e  sec tor ,  t h e  l a t t e r  condition aggravated by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  two 

r e l i e f s  were being ca r r i ed  out a t  t he  time of the  bombardment. 

AS might be expected, t h e  German bombardment of 15 J u l y  was more effec- 

t i v e  aga ins t  t h e  green troops of 3rd Division, though fewer shells were 

f i r ed ,  t h a n  e i t h e r  t h e  bombardment f o r  t h e  offensive of 27 May against  t h e  

B r i t i s h  a t  t h e  Aisne o r  that of 9 June  agains t  t h e  French on t h e  Montdidier - 
Noyon front .  

0-1 27 May, t h ree  exhausted d iv i s ions  of t h e  IX B r i t i s h  Corps were sub- 

j ec t ed  t o  a four-hour bombardment with equal quan t i t i e s  of explosive blue 

cross  and HE s h e l l ,  with some proportion of yellow cross  1 (ethyldlchloro- 

a r s i n e )  and green croas (phosgene) mlxed i n  t h e  gas fire. 

area was covered with "a continuous invisible cloud of low concentration," 

and i t s  e f f e c t s  were noticeable e ight  miles  back of the  front.  The sec tor ,  

w i t h  an organized trench system, was well provided w i t h  gasproof dugouts 

and a s  a result less than 200 c a s u a l t i e s  out of 15,000 (7) troops were 

evacuated. 

neut ra l iza t ion  and t o  depress morale...appears t o  have been attained." 

The e n t i r e  corps 

Nevertheless, t h e  "most important function of the  gae...to cause 

On 9 June ,  a s imi la r  gas and HE bombardment, l a s t i n g  four hours, f e l l  

on the  French between Montdidier and Noyon. 

est imate t h e  number of shells,  but t h e  bombardment was described a s  "an 

Again, it was impossible t o  
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uninterrupted f i re  a t  tha cadence of & u r b t i n r n  As i n  t h e  earlier bombwd- 

ment, t h 6  US@ of Slight amounts D f  phosgene, which even l h  U w  eoncentration 

my hgve bekiour) r a l i ~ ~  bffecta,  P?eSbnt&d *an h?iedlata t a c t i t a l  advantaga 

comparabae t o  tht of 0(l6wlltieai~ Of lm,dbm dldn i n  tho f h l r d  French Amy 

sec to r  u n d h  a t t a t k ,  lr673 pas m s ~ r l t i o s  wee WacuatM during the  week 

following t h o  bolllbardment, most of them suffer ing  from a r s rn ica l  poisoning. 

In t h e  Fimt French ~rmy $ec%or, west of Wntdidier, where mustard QWI W'IO 

ueed, 699 Frcneh and 477 Mherlc&ns (1s t  Divi@iOn)were wrcuated  t h a t  w.3ek.173 

Assmtng 'tht t h e  relative prapoition, of gas wen lppsoxfmtely  the 

same i n  a l l  thros bmbsrdments (ulthough the m i g h t  af pas s h b l l  on 15 J u l y  

was unque&.lanhblY 1-8 than t h b  rctights Arbll b a r l i e r ) ,  the ratio o€ Bva- 

CUhted e W O l t i 8 O  t o  wPUWU lh th thrvla bWU9b-S lrar 1.33 t o  100, 

1.67 t o  100, bnd 3 t o  100. 

survived blue ems6 bolnbanlbMlts with fekbr C a B U d t i e S  then the  inexperienced 

Americans. 

Exhaebted Br i t tbh  troops and war-weary French 

Frenth and Oarlbsn Stati6t iCs 

A cmmriwn of  taswlti$r i n  tln 39th  Freib5h and 3rd  Divisions, made 

by XXXVIII Corps on 16 Ju ly  and again on 1 August, proved enlightening but 

w(II hardly fair. 

corps. 

With t h e  28th Mvielon, these  were the three u n i t s  of the 

But thb 39t.h French, a t  H i l l  204 and i n  Chateau Thlerry, was not  i n  

173 
Spencer, "Mstory of 6 s  'tt.acks upon t h e  rEF .**  15 Feb 1928, 111, 

598 - 610 ( i n  CMLHO). 
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t h e  a t t a c k  zone on 15 July ,  and was not subjected t o  the  g rea t  blue crass 

bombardment, but t o  a l e s s e r  yellow cross f i r e .  

On 16 J u l y  corps reported t h a t  3rd Division losses t h e  day before 

approximated 2,500, 39th French losses were sa id  t o  be 33 (4  k i l l e d ,  

7 wounded, 22 gassed, " la p lupar t  yperi t6s") .  

Division losses ,  nor those i n  t h e  French corps t o  t h e  r i g h t  (125th and 73rd 

French Divisions).174 

Nothing was sa id  about 28th  

The cumulative los ses  i n  t h e  two div is ions  of XXXVIII Corps were high- 

l ighted  i n  a later  corps repor t  t h a t  covered t h e  l a s t  two weeks of J u l y  but 

overlooked t h e  d i f ference  i n  sizes of t h e  two d iv is ions  (approximately 

9,OOO vs. rj,OOO) and t h e  d i f ference  i n  t h e i r  experien~e.''~ 

3rd American Division 
14 - 31 July 

Wounded, gassed, s h e l l  shock, sick................180 o f f i c e r s ,  5244 men 
Kil led o r  m i s s i n g . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l ~  officers and men 
[Gassed ............ 17621 

39th French Division 
16 - 25 J U l r  

Wounded, gassed, shell  shock, sick.......,..........25 o f f i c e r s ,  1025 men 
Killed o r  missing.................................. 3 o f f i c e r s ,  229 men 

The t o t a l  of 6,624 c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  American d iv is ion ,  i n  contrast  t o  

t h e  1,282 French casua l t i e s ,  indicated t h a t  t h e  American d iv is ion  had taken 

174 
3 8 t h  F r  Corps Jnl Of Opns, 16 J u l  (French Files Box 108, 30.6). 

175 

1 Aug (French Files Box 108, 30.1). 
Comparative Losses sustained by 3rd P.mer and 39th Fr Divs, 3 8 t h  Corps, 

- 95 - 



ROB a a n  hradqmrterr l'#kWt O$ lOaWk4 bhdt WVO*il 

thb month e? July, 1% I 8  psa ib le  to construct a chnrt o f  daily cnsualties 

i n  ~ 

30 h l y  (Tabla No. 6).176 80 prisonbr Uhta are gtven and no deathb, though 

the htoer my hawe been aa much aa half tk Wunded or rvun mWbr b f  w 3  h m  

t o  belbv'e CO%enel Kelton's report of the w a n  dcad on the 3rd Didston 

f r O l l ' t .  

which give6 amno idea of the cost of the o%Mmlgk 'VlrOargh 

I76 

f0l I ) .  
Rpt of Lasses, June 1 t o  Nov 9, GHc F i r  ld P . 3 l l i g o , A l l  Fron'ta (GFB 9, 
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Table NO. 6 

SEYEWH ARMY CASUALTIES 1 - 30 JULY 1918 

Date of Date Of Walking Ambulance No-Trans- Gassed Tota l  
Casual ty  Report Wounded Cases p o r t a b l e  

1 J u l y  
2 J u l y  
3 J u l y  
4 J u l y  
5 J u l y  
6 J u l y  
7 J u l y  
8 J u l y  
9 J u l y  
10 J u l y  
11 J u l y  
12 J u l y  
13 .July 
14 J u l y  
15 J u l y  
16 Ju ly  
17 J u l y  
18 J u l y  
19 J u l y  
20 J u l y  
21 J u l y  
22 J u l y  
23 J u l y  
24 J u l y  
25 J u l y  
26 J u l y  
2-1 Ju ly  
28 Ju ly  
29 Ju ly  
30 Jii 1 y 

4 J u l y  
5 J u l y  
8 J u l y  
7 J u l y  
8 J u l y  
9 J u l y  

10 J u l y  
11 J u l y  
12 J u l y  
13 J u l y  
14 J u l y  
15 J u l y  
16 J u l y  
17 J u l y  
18 J u l y  
19 J u l y  
20 J u l y  
21 J u l y  
28 Ju ly  
25 J u l y  
28 J u l y  
28 J u l y  
28 Ju ly  
28 J u l y  
1 AUg 

1 Allg 

1 AUg 
4 AUg 

1 Aug 

1 hug 

100 
136 
143 
88 
52 
76 
8 2  
58 
78 
45 
42 
41 
44 

738 
2508 
1587 
1588 
1273 
636 
804 
991 
782 
930 
468 
521 
153 
296 
- 32 
433 
331 

.,-, 

15,:!56 

315 
240 
285 
190 
103 
125 
153 
182 
265 
112 
122 
126 
82 

518 
2814 
2062 
1650 
1671 
944 

1104 
1,117 
101 7' 
1186 
956 
745 
440 
405 
443 

1101 
51' 

21,190 
- 

17 
14 
9 
4 
8 
7 
9 
7 

14 
2 
9 

13 
9 

37 
122 
159 
I00 
129 
26 
59 
79 
53 
h2 
36 
2? 
29 
19 
30 
47 
4 1  

1,172 

27 
36 
22 
14 
33 
47 
67 
32 

163 

43 
13 
26 
92 

370 
426 
324 
307 
99 

102 
101 
59 

185 

41 
33 
96 
23 

539 
.">3 

3,E87 

217 

127 

__ 

459 
426 
459 
296 
196 
255 
311 
279 
520 
376 
216 
193 
161 

1385 
5814 
4234 
3662 
3380 
1705 
2069 
2488 
1911 
2363 
1581 
1329 
755 
816 

11 20 
1112 

720 

- 
41, b05 
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suffered heavy losses i n  the  French counteroffensive a t  Soissons on 18 July. 

No s3tfnvlte of totel caS ta l t i e s  1s possible, ht Ludendorff sa id  t h a t  i n  

t h e  offeWive a& W e n s f v e  operat ions bet- 15 3-21 a& 1 Aupust losses 

m e  "66 

use their infarPtry as rewmes for Othbf3*" 177 

1 

t k t d  w m e  colnwlled t e  brbak vp about ten di\risions arhl - - - 
0 

Lessons h a r n s d  

2. "No new le$uoz%m wee to be learned i n  t h e  ube Of gas.'' 

3. 

foreseen and provided against." Although it vms not done, said K f f l t O n ,  

smoke seroen6 ban be met absqua6sly 6y itm?te&atak)r etrongthening the forward 

"The rrao3ae screens attanrptect by t h e  enaa\y la-ely fa i led . r .Car iq  been 

ff  I Om L i  (New York and London, 19191, XI, 322. 
177 

178 
POP *ri MonderirSs f-oanents on *he 10- h6 le s  f i l l e d  with straw that 

he fatnd in the  3rd Div sector, see h i s  report ,  "The American 3zk3 Div i n  
the  Second Bnttle of the Hsrne," 1 Mar 1923 (Frettch File& Box 107, 20.4). 
See alao rpts of 25 Jun  and 10 Jul i n  MA in the.m, 111, ~&J),&g, pp. 56% 
66, 586. 



. 

l ing .  

4. Remembering e f f o r t s  on t h e  morning of 15 July t o  answer c a l l s  fo r  help 

'Jr r e l i e f ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  t h e  7 th  and 30th Infantry sec tors ,  Kelton s a i d  

it had been "found impossible t o  maneuver reserves over open ground during 

a bombardment." 

5 -  With telephone l i a i s o n  completely out within t e n  minutes and a l l  o ther  

mechanical means of communication rendered impossible soon the rea f t e r ,  t h e  

d iv i s ion  had had t o  depend entirely upon runners. 

should have been provided with l a rge  numbers of c a r r i e r  pigeons. 

The d iv is ion ,  sa id  Kelton, 

6 .  In t h e  edvance above t h e  Marne, t h e  d iv is ion  learned t h a t  " f ronta l  

attacks agains t  machine gun nests were cos t ly  end i n  most cases fu t i l e ."  

The nests should have been taken  by f lank maneuvers of small groups. 

Despite i ts  imperfect understanding of these lessons, sa id  Kelton, 

3rd Division had nevertheless  " effec tua l ly  stopped t h e  German div is ions  

opposed to it" and SO rendered possible t h e  ha l t ing  of t h e  grea t  drive. 

Furthermore, t h e  l a t e r  advance of corps t o  t h e  Vesle had been " in  no small 

measure due t o  t h e  advance of 3rd Division up the  Charmel valley." 179 

The most remarkable of these lessons, perhaps, was t h a t  nothing new 

Rpt of Opns, 3rd Div, 5 Aug (3rd Div $ox 21, 33.6). For other  lessons, 
see Col de Poumayac, Fr LO a t  Hq 3rd Div. "Observations made during the  3rd 
Div Offensive, 19 - 29 Ju l , "  1 Augi "Observations made i n  t h e  3rd Div sec- 
t o r  durinrj...June and Ju ly ,"  3 Aug (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6). 
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had been learned about enoray Use of. gas. 

able informstton on the nature of tk earlPer CPmn gas bombardnents for 

an ofiensive, a$ Zn hkis fespbct there W%L nokhfng new. 

ment itself wat another confession of helplessness where gas wao concerned 

(see nnsratfveB p. 18). 

The division staff  had a l l  avail- 

But the state- 
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Even when green cross  was npt ured, the  t h r e a t  remained t o  unnerve’the troops. 

In  high concentrations, diphenylchloroarsine was a s k i n  i r r i t a n t  and produced 

severe headache and mental depression. 

Owing t o  t h e  r a i n  or fog on the  morning of 15 July,  t he  enemy probably 

f i r e d  l i t t l e  green c ross  s h e l l  and w h a t  was f i r e d  may have hydrolyzed before 

it could be effec t ive .  I t  was diphsnylchloroarsine, shrapnel, and HE t o  

which t h e  d iv is ion  was pr inc ipa l ly  subjected, t h e  gas and HE i n  combination 

being f a r  more e f fec t ive  than e i t h e r  singly.181 

Against well d isc ip l ined  troops,  blue cross  gas  produced few casual t ies ,  

provided t h e  men remained masked. Against poorly d isc ip l ined  troops, ignorant 

of i t s  effects, blue cross  was highly demoralizing. 

Inspector’s own admission, d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  3rd Division was a constant 

problem, not s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  solved u n t i l  a f t e r  the  war. 

ef f ic iency and d i s c i p l i n e  had suffered a s  a result of the b r i e f  t r a i n i n g  

period permitted t h e  d iv i s ion  before it was t h r u s t  i n t o  combat. 

And upon t h e  Division 

Both operat ional  

A t  no time during t h e  war, sa id  t h e  Division Inspector,  was d i sc ip l ine  

good, 

but it was a l l  t h a t  could be expected under t h e  circumstance ..... Men were 
s t raggl ing  and allowing themselves t o  become separated from t h e i r  conanands... 
A t  one time during t h e  Meuse Argonne operation t h e  records show t h a t  50 per- 
cent  of t h e  d iv i s ion  were stragglers . .  ..[From t h e  very beginning] non-con+ 
missioned Officers  a s  well a s  o f f i c e r s  were unre l iable  l a rge ly  because t h e y  

181 

Box 298; Analysis, p. 95. 
See B r i t i s h  repor t  on t h i s  combination i n  C/yS ~ ;1 ,  19 Jun (WAR Dept H i s t  
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had no previous pmper trafning;...The r a u l t s  acc l i shed have been done 
a t  g rea t  expens% of...lifa and govermnt property 3 2  

f b t  gaa ddac&p&t& was akeschy en$ ill-swwvised .seam&+ miidant from 
1 

War $omerue&k.lrBcs # w w e e y  onby &tea t h r  bmbsdtnent that wearinq t h e  mask 

duotng- cw6m&ete ~e&od-s ulls a common company pwiishment, and that mny of t h e  

troops bal&ouud.th&= Im&s had been *used up" d u r i a g t h e  drills and a l e r t s  

befoiPe thc ah+%&. 

an& *ba% all, 3wme and support positions were i n  woodad amas," without, 

appazmtEy d B s n s h c  positfans beiw preparedr sugeeste either t h a t  he asked 

l i t t l e  0% tha dtvtsion os thad the dhfafon cola~and gave hfm l i t t le suppost 

(nar ra t ive ,  pg. 18, 19, 42). 

i. 

W+ sdmts&on t h a t  Sexy €en dugouts had been cmple ted ,  

Opeat%@%& m r t s  repeetedkp acknolrhiga tka "acattwe& and dhorganized" 

s t a t e  09 d h e  s&nmMBah wSfEWR& faLkabtng the b4mkmsdtWRt. r e f e r  t o  t h e  dis- 

comiiort of h b  am&, and t o  we&rfwg bh. nosecl ip  &mouWktce conly when 

the  mask *%s not conlplehaLy p e r ~ ~ a b  The narsa t ive  Indicates that it was 

t h e  haRd&l ad troops ah t h e  tfva, abRg t h e  & b a d  etnbankmenh, and i n  the 

6makL wQOd5 h h ~ t h e  raf lr-d wtro, least sbfb$eGteCf t o  gab, broke t h e  a t tack  

ack-ass,hhe ICPRe. 

any Germs 0n the Fosooy-Cwaancy road" suqgastr t h a t  Sea i f  any of the  enemy 

evas ~ r e W  ft.lm Wd they done so i n  any numbers, it 5eems doubtful whether 

The W h  Z ~ & m b y  coa~Rdsr 'a  adRfssfon t h a t  he "never saw 

182 

1st Bn* 30th Inf l ,  I J u l  1918 - 30 An 1919 13rd !>iv Box 351. 66.1). 

lS3 

"statements' subatltted by regfaenta l  c;ft'l:era i n  1920 and 1921, i n  3rd 9iv 
Box 41, 33.61). 

Extracts draa  Annual Ppt. Div Insp FLt Col Fred L. 'Walkert former CO, 

%asas of the b t t l e  seen by Col E. i .  B&tsr n.d. (one of a number of 
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1 

t h e y  would have met any organized pppos i t ion  from 3 r d  Divis ion.  

A word may be s a i d  abou t  t h e  f i v e  German o f f e n s i v e s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 

1918, each of them s a i d  t o  have been preceded by a gas  and HE bombardment 

of approximately  equal i n t e n s i t y .  

and 27 May were t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  owing t o  t h e  element o f  surprise with  

whlch t h e y  were launched, t o  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  adequa te  a l l i e d  a r t i l l e r y  r e t a l i a -  

t ion,  and t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  t a c t i c s  of t h e  i n f a n t r y -  

The o f f e n s i v e s  on 21 f b r c h ,  9 April, 

I n  t h e  l a s t  two o f f e n s i v e s ,  on 9 Jllneand 15 J u l y ,  a l l  t h o s e  elements 

were countered.  

nize t h e  s igns of secret prepara t ions .  

arrived i n  t h e  f ie ld less t h a n  a week b e f o r e  t h e  9 June a t t a c k ,  was used 

i n  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  o w i n s t  t h e  enemy's assembly areas and batteries 

t h e n  and a g a i n  i n  J u l y  t o  u p s e t  h i s  f i n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  and t h e  counterof-  

fensive f i r s  a t  t h e  v e r y  hour o f  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  on 15 J u l y  threw t h e  a t t ack-  

i n g  f o r c e s  i n t o  " indesc r ibab le  confusion." F i n a l l y ,  the French l ea rned  by 

June t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  d e f e n s e s  i n  dep th ,  so t h a t  t h e  new G e m n  penetra-  

t i o n  t a c t i c s  were l a r g e l y  n u l l i f i e d  by success ive  t h i n  l ines  of de fense  and 

t h e  a t t a c k i n g  f o r c e s  were spent when t h e y  reached t h e  main l i n e  o f  r e s i s t a n c e .  

Expecting f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s ,  t h e  French had l ea rned  t o  recog- 

Y p e r i t e  (French mustard gas) which 

In  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  3 rd  Div i s ion ,  i t s  main l i n e  of resistance, t h e  SD- 

c a l l e d  aqueduct l i n e ,  was breached only s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e  S u m e l i n  v a l l e y  

a r e a .  

s u f f i c i e n t  nor  f r e s h  enough t o  advance f a r t h e r .  

road defenders  who stopped t h o s e  t h a t  c rossed  t h a t  morning l a y  t h e  bulk of 

The numbers of German i n f a n t r y  who crossed  on t h a t  f r o n t  were n e i t h e r  

Behind t h e  river and r a i l -  
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t h e  division, mothered by t h e  gas and HE bornbaxdment. 

I 
t h e  dmgera of qh(i, end Ye& by officers who m u  l i t t l e  mme eontident th-n 

t h e  men thsmarhras, were no matth for an memy sRi lAlUy r e t r e a t i n g  by muons 

Distfmguished SQNtse Cress t o  Galoriel But ts ,  colrmen&er of t h e  30th Infantry,  

the  eftatfawt ~&q: "...his r&nent... Iwfthaoodl successfully t h e  Prin- 

aim1 s k k  of the G e m  a t t a c k  and [dsove} t h e  enemy baek  across t h e  Mame 

by t h s  brilliant counterattack which he planned." 

support  t h e  c i t a t i o n .  

The records navhore 
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T h i s  and a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  'Jew York Evenina World on 21 August 1919 

e n t i t l e d ,  "Rock of t h e  Marne was 30th  I n f a n t r y ,"  seem t o  have p r e c i p i t a t e d  

a con t roversy  t h a t  raged u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1936, a s  t o  whether t h e  30 th  Or 

38th  I n f a n t r y  deserved t h e  t i t l e  "The Rock of t h e  Marne." General  Mondesire 

of XXXVIII Corps and General  Pe ta in  agreed wi th  Colonel Butts that h i s  regi-  

ment had stopped t h e  a t t a c k  on t h e  Clank of S i x t h  Army. 

map and a t t a c k  map ( t h e  l a t t e r  r epresen ted  here as  Map No. 4) ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  

t h e  p e n i n s  World and i n  B u t t s '  book The Keymint o f  t h e  Marne and i t s  Defense 

by t h e  3 0 t h  I n f a n t r y ,  were o f f e r e d  i n  p roof ,  since t h e y  showed t h e  focus  Of 

t h e  b a r r a g e  on t h e  3 0 t h  I n f a n t r y  s e c t o r  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a t t a c k  d i r e c t e d  

a t  t e k i n g  t h e  Bois d'Aigremont. 

600 p r i s o n e r s ,  and 10,000 enemy wounded i n  t h e  30 th  I n f a n t r y  s e c t o r ,  Out Of 

a n  a t t a c k  f o r c e  of 24,000 Germamin t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s ,  p r w e d  t h e  "30th U. S.  

I n f a n t r y  [ t o  be] Chateau T h i e r r y ' s  Real Heroes." 

A Gennan bar rage  

The newspaper account  o f  5,000 G e m n  dead, 

i 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, Chief of S t a f f  Kelton,  Colonel Lanza i n  h i s  post-  

war f i e l d  n o t e s ,  and General Pershing a l l  awarded t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  the  

38 th  I n f a n t r y ,  and on May 1920 Congressman MacFrthur made h i s  famous speech 

i n  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  accla iming t h e  3 8 t h  I n f a n t r y  a s  the r e a l  

"Rock of t h e  Marne." 184 I t  i s  probable  t h a t  the con t roversy  echoes somewhere 

104 

see 3rd Div Box 40, 11.5 and Ltr, Col E. L. Eutts t o  Tf.G, 20 Oct 1919, 
sub: History o f  d e f e n s e  of t h e  Marne, i n  3rd Div Box 41, 33.61. 

For t h e  30 th  Inf s i d e  of the controversy.  in.cluding p r e s s  c l i p p i n g s ,  

For t h e  38 th  Inf s t o r y ,  see 3rd  Div Box 1, 3.8; Eox 3, 11.4; C a w  
J. W. Woolridge, T h e  Rock of t h e  k r n e  (Net. York, 1919) ,  a 23 - page book- 
l e t ,  i n  3 r d  Div box 46, 33.6; I n f a n t r y  J o u r n a l  (I.ep 1920) ,  pp. 221 - 227; 
Jenn ings  C. Wise, Ee T u r n  of t h e  T i d e  ( N e . i  Yc,rk, 1920), pp. 123 - 125. 
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even to t h i s  day. The present study does not elaim to settle it. 

r *  
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